LIMI 


REVIEW 


or TRE 


COVENANT: 


WHEREIN 


e Aa dna Bae Acer 


and Ends of it are Examined : 
88 


0D aN D. = 
rati 255 Or 


e 1155 "x 


' 5 — red. 


e 

GERARD LANOBAIN D. 2d hs Prove 
of Queens cela — 6 

EY HOSEA = 4 . S, 

They eee this judgement ſpringeth ug | 


th. — * — — — 
— 


— — 


20 p 


Rebinſon,and ire to be ſold at the gn of the three 
in St. aus Church - yard. 1661. 


2 


A * 


Fly 15. An. Salat. 1661, 


Imprimatir, G. 37 © - 4 "qa 
Gilberto Epi — 3 ſactis e 


THY X37 e 7 a HP: * 


op; 3 
ADVERTISEMENT 


READER. 


He worth of Doctor L engbaint late Provoſt of 

| eens Colledge in Oxford is ſo well known to 

15 not only at home, but abroad, that to ſet 

5 off this Work tis ſuffieient onely to prefix his 

Name thereunto; The Author, beſides other Pieces, 

having ſo famous a Rhetorician as LONGINUS to 

commend him, I ſhall forbear to ſpeak any thing below 
the merit of ſo excellently a learned perſon. 

This Treatiſe compoſed by him in the heat of out late 
Civil Commotions, when the pen was no leſs active then 
the Sword, and each ot them ſo furiouſly contended for 
Victory over the adverſe party, his prudence would not 
then ſuffer him Publickly to en; as for other reaſons, 
ſo perhaps becauſe of ſome harſh expreſſions again(t the 
framers of this Covenant, which his zeal ro his Majeſties 
righteous  Caufe did againſt his moderate Genius 
prompt him to. But had it not by ſome ſiniſter accident. 
miſcarried in it's firſt birth, it might, in all probability, 
have proved an eſfectual means to compoſe thoſe unha p- 
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, which 


had ſallen out amongſt us, at leaſt 
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raw ſuch; zement with: 
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no ſmall part of the publick Calamity times 


wherein it was pram ap © 'S loſs muſt have been pre- 
judicial to _ Rey ohh = have (een — 
nant edueediohſfies, yet gue: — mi betruit- 
ful ofifſue, no le Amon ſtiobet wel I The Co- 
venant palles ſtill wich fome for a Martyr, in whoſe 
eſteem neither the Inf. of a 1 by the 
Common Hangman's hayd ea leſle It's reputation; 
Nor yet the publick Cenſure of an entire Parliament 
(whereas ãt was ſearce- a half one that gave it life) dimi- 
niſh.ic's authority 3 men thit for ſeveral years have been 
Catechized by ic in Rebellion, we find Gill Dirne 
wedded to : their former dangerous Opinions, which 
douhiſeſe where they remain will not be idle, but upon 

all: occaſions readily. put forth. themſelves. into act, to 

plünge us into our former miſeries. Now to extirpate 

Rebellion RO OT and BRANE H, and to free us from 

the ſad Conſequences of, choſe pernicious Doctrines 
which the Covenant teaches : Let this Learned and ju- 

dicious Refutation ſerve, which gives. us it's perfect Ana 
tomy in all. the paris thereof. There is much reaſon to 

hope that ſuch as were formerly, cheated intoit by it's 

cunning Centtivere, and had not time, nor perhaps abi- 
lity to diſcover the ſandy foundation that ſupported it, 
may by perulngthis Treatiſe be convinged of, and per- 
ſwaded to relinquiſh their former Errour; Others ſecure 
themſelves from being hereafter abuſed in matters of 
the like naturg,z- which was the Author's prime intent 
i pea ning, and is mine, in republiſhing this — 
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I. Conſtantly to preſerve the Seotiſh Government (a humane in ven- 
tion ) and Diſcipliue, in ts own nature alterable EEE 
II. Ts reform the Engliſh and Iriſh, according to the example of the 
beſt refo m. d Churches: Which js hard to be found, and not — 1 
ſavy to be . | .. . - 
III. 7. endeavour the neertſt uniſormityin alli be ty ngllen . 
ibicb is wot poſſible to be compaſſed, nar fitting to bt KD,. p30 
IV. To preſerve thepriviledges of Pariament; whereof ſoma chai- 
lenged to be ſuch, are declared to be incompatible; ethers argued 
to be inju?, N EX x. ns wag 1 
V. To accuſe all Delinquents, and Malignanti, wot excepting 4 
mans own ſelf | r 997. 
VI. Te endeavour that all ſuoh may be brought to puniſbmentiwis h. 
out hope of mercy or pardon IS 
VII. Every man to go be fort another in the example of Reformati 
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Here ſie, Schiſme, Faction; 
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Tet us their taking and enforcing of this Oath, 
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I. Contrary to the glory of God a 
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7hat the particular End. of the ſeverall Articles are yn 
inconſiſtent with the matter of them | p. 87 


4 © * As, 

I. A violent Reformation with the Growth of Religion 

II. A violent Extirpation of what ir not ſin, with the cltaring of the 
E xtirpers from ſin 

III. Their ſwearing , abſolutely to preſerve the power of Parlia- 
ments, but the Kings Perſon and Authority with reſervation , for 
this End, that the world may judge of their loyalty, and how they 
have ub intentions to diminiſh hi juſt Power 

Here the world is in part informed wherein the Kings juſt power 
conſoſts : As, 


* 15 making. p. 88 
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10. In calling, adjourning, proyeguing , diſſolving of Paxlia- 
wents ) | p. 91 

And how all theſe Powers are actually diminiſhed, 5f not de- 
ſtreped by the Covenauteers. 
Tn treating of the laſt particular, the equity , and ſo the validity of 

the late Act, Againſt the Diſſolution of this preſent Parlia- 
ment, « ventilated. 
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I. In reſpect ef che Engliſh inviting = 8.97 
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ted, VIT. WENN 
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Thoſe Quotations which occur out of the Remon- 
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and publiſhed by ſpecial Order of the Houſe of Com- 
mons made Marti 24. 1642. which is here uſually 
pointed ar, the moſt compendious way by theſe Cha- 
raters. 
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| 1 CHAP. 1. 

By what weans the Covenanteers were reduced to the 
neceſſity of entring into this Combination, confeſſed 
to be their laſt Refuge. 


ien che danger is once over, to refle upon the 
A 7 TH many miſerics they have undergone, may hoply 
| 1» ford ſome ſmali comfort to ſuch as ſhall el- 
| J cape : but ſo long as we groan under the preſent 
2 Gftempers, and can diſcern no probable end of 
our ſufferings but with our ſelves, it is but a (ad 
— comemplation to look back upon our former 
peace , and enquire by what fleights we were fooled out of ſo 
happy a condition. He chat found the poor man ready to periſh % 
in the bottom of che pit, and was more inquiſitive how he fell in, Exa& Colle- 
then ſolicitous to uſe means how to help him out, expreſſed a ion of all 


17 
* 


greater meaſure of curioſuy then Charity. Remonſtran* 
It ſhall therefore be my chieſeſt endeavour to reſcue, if I may, ©* _ — 
the mariy ſeduced Souls out of that pit ot Deſiruction into which n F 
they are already plunged. The danger of thoſe courſes that led Kings Majeſty 
"m0 them thither, was wiſely foreſeen (a) and timely forecold by His and che Pali 
Ma jeity; but argertabns Imperium fat is, Alutares Dei ata, nomi- enk. Pa. St, 
nave 40 03itto nes (Pernautar. | bong — 6 54s 


381. 
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b Dec'arat, cf 
Miy 19 1642. 
E C. p.213. 
vid. & p. 16. 
186. 


(2) 
If the Contrivers of theſe great Tropicks in Ch 
bad at firſt, πά] . x4poAl ; acquainted us 
ſhould have been afraid to owne, af aft 


queſtion but what comes laſt in execution N 3 

tion. The ſubrerſion of Government, as well Civil asg 
call, was the prime aim of thoſe Architects oſ Stite 
to erect their private greqtneſſe upon the eee For 
whom it had been in vain to ſtrike immediatly at the face of Ma- 
jeſty, or calk of pulling up Root and Branch the ahn At the 
beginning of our Parliament it was. with the comma Peaple of 
this Land, as once with the Roman Souldier, Miles longo Cæſarum 
Sacramento imbutss ad deftituendumr Imperaterem , arte magis & 
impulſs quim ſuo ingeniotraduttws. ;Thetye of Allegiance which 
had been ever held ſacred, and the many bleſlings of a long Peace 
enjoyed under his Majeſty and. his Royalli Father ;ivwauld:not; 
without the help of Arts and Induſtry, ſuffer them to make a ſud- 
dain defection from their Loyalty. I heir nature therefore, fa- 
tally inclined to change, mult be cunninglywerougbt upon by an 
odious repreſentation and malicious aggravation of ſome paſt 
grievances their dull reſtive ſpirits muſt be conjured np by theſe 
two vulgar Charms, Religs.n and Liberty; they are commanded 
to believe this is deliroyed , and that endangered: So to brin 
them out of love with their preſent condition, and make them 
venture a certain happineſs for uncertain hopes. 

By what degrees they were diſciplined ers el to a perfect 
Rebellion, I forbear to rehearſe. But if the Covenanting Mem- 
bers yet remaining at Weſtminſter (of whom onelyi deſire tobe 
underitood through this diſcourſe) be the fame men that mana- 
ged the Cauſe from the beginning, and were the true Anthors of 
all thoſe Declarations and Remonſtrances fathered upon one or 
both Hou'es of Parliam. I crave leave once more to put the King - 
dome in mind of what they were told before, b how they had 
breught their werbe to ſuch a height and degree of ſucceſs, that vo- 
thing ſeemed to be left in iht ir way able to kinder the full accompliſh» 
n ent of their deſires, unleſſe GOD in his Faſtice ſhould ſend « 
grievous cxrſe upin them. When we lay this profeſſion of theirs 
in che ballance with His Majeſties Anſwer to that very Declara- 

| tion, 


urch and State 
nes, we 


' 
wy 
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tion, e where he deſired hi: en, might no longer proſper, then e xx Coll.p. 


they were directed to the | 4yd the maintenance of true 
Religion; and weigh che The rength and His — ac 
that time, he having but a few men to guard him, leſſe money to 
pay them, nothing at all to arm them, ſave a good Cauſe, the 
only thing that his adverſaries wanted » Ind ſee how the Scales 
are turned ſince, how they are enforced to call in forein aſſi- 
ſtanee, and veritie their on prophetick fear of invaſion ;- we 
cannot but acknowtedge His Majeſty ſound that C/ ing which he 
deſired, but whether it were the curſe of God that thus far hin- 
dered the acrompliſument of their deſires, we are not forward to 
praabanee. „ 1h 2 6 n 

After they had been twice foyled by His Majeſty, firſt by His 
Pen. and ſince by His Sword: when writing and fighting would 
not ſerve the turn; they fell to vowing and iwearing; their City- 
Covenants led the way; and to bring on the Score, this National 
follows: which their own etect 4 Orator tels them, As it ic the 


155. 


4 M. Nye ia his 


laſt Oatbthbey are like: to take inthis kind, [v it is their laſt Refuge. Exhort. Cov. 
Tabula poſt coupon If this help them not pthey are like to re- with a Narta- 
* ? , 


main tl their dying A) An unhappy People. 
This then being(as is ſuppoſed) their Achilles, upon which the 
fate of Greece depends, I have adventured to encounter it. Though 
I muſt confeis the minds of all men being long ago pre · engaged. 
and the grand controverſie not likely to be. decided by any other 
diſpute, chen of the word: Difcourſes of this kind are much out 
of date. Nor can I conceive what other great advantage they can 
make of this Covenant, unleſs it be to enrich themſelves by the 
injult ſpoils of ſome few men reſolvedly honeſt, who by refuſing 
of it ſhall give teſtimony to the worldgtbat they value the ſalvati- 
on of their ſouls, above that of their Eſtates. As for thoſe many 
ſofter tempers, who may be won by perſwaſions, or forced by 
conſtraint to thetaking of it. chey will no ſooner have opportuni- 
ty to free themſelves from thoſe inducements, then they will hold 
themſel ves fretd from any obligations laid upon them by this 
'Onth; vhich is no pther then a band of iniquity as I ſhall endea- 

vour co prave hy his enfuing-Diſcourle. 

fv: "of 5 110. B 3: CHAP. 
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CRAP. H. 


The Grounds of the Codehant ind | — Lid 
| doten in the Preface , diſpro 


He more facred any Otdinance is in it felf, the more prodi 

pioufly Sactilegious is their fin, who wenld a buſe it to in juſt 
ends, Such are all thoſe who traiteroully affected to the King of 
Heaven, without any warrant from his Law, upon falſe . 
ons and ſurmiſes of their own, dare counterfeit his Si al, 
Vom, and affit his Great Seal, an Oath, to any illegal Ordinance 
of theit own invention. 
Ihe preface to this Covenant,ific be no part of it, (as * Maſter 
Hendenſon ſaith it is) yet it contains the grounds of it; which 
ovphr to be fo true & evident, as might be fit foundations to build. 
a Solema Oath upon; fo unqueſtionably certain, that at leaſt the 
Coveneateers themſelves ſhould not doubt of them. Wheras here 
yy us with almoſt as many untruths as lines, and ſome 
of ther fuch as-chemfelves ko w and confeſs to befaile. 

1. For it is not true, that all ſorts of Commons in the three 
Kiripdoms, either yet have, or probably ever will take this Cove- 
Rant: nor that it is indeed, what is here inſinuated, and commonly 

ven om, a National Covenant between the Kingdoms. . When 

Cove nanteers in the cloſe, declare their deſire to be humbled 


for their on ., ani rin far of theſe —— as they put a dis 


ſtinction bettvim their ſins, fo molt they a a "aſt difference 
detwize themſelves and theſe Kingdoms, of which they are but an 
inconſicerable part; I mean for their worth, and I hope for their 
number too. 

2, It is not true, that all thoſe who take the Covenant upon 
their own principles, Live under one Kingzthe States of Scotland, 


- andthe two Houſes in Enpland, are commonly affirmed to be a- 
þ'Mr. Wards 


bove the King, at leaft Coordinate wir him. Hi authority is d ſaid 


alyſis of che to reſide with them, thowgh the perſon of Charles Steward be not 
— " rbere. This indeed makes them Kings, but not one King, fo — op 
14 2 


Covenant. 


5) 
tod Scorlart are not one Kingdom. As for other infert- 
* eee whether to os, or the 
0 Ni gr, fer it be thos tried. Charles Commands the 
trot wear this League, the many Kings Command they ſhall, 
ati their Subjects rhey are to whom they obey. 
r is not true cht all che Covenameers are of one reſormed 
Re 5. e The Scoty have often petitioned for auty in Religion, E denb. Jan. 4. 
da profeſſed there can be »o hope? of it, till there be firſt one — 3 — 
of Exctejaftical Groeramens : this being not yet effected amongſt 3. 14. E. C. 
they muſt not pretend to be of one Religion. 5.598,99, C 
| 5 ts — true that — Kn this Com they could have 600,602. 
all g things gs before their ey25, winch they here boaſt of. 
Nenn — of things preſent;rhe Liberty and Peace of Eng- 
landand Ireland could not be vifible to them through the deplora- 
bh Eftatr of the one, and the Aſtreſſed Eftare of the other King- 
dot. But if they meant che phraſe ina figurative ſenſe, yet am 1 
loach to believe they looked upon the Glory of God, and the honowr 
of His Majeſty with che ſame eye. That they intended to make 
ma plorions God, in the ſame ſenſe, they endeavour to make 
tis Majefty a Glorious King. 
185 is not _ chat they — _ poſſibly call ro mind the 
a, Amt. ractices a gainſt the true Religion, and pro- 
kenden dete lch have been in all places — the Refor- 
ain, It is now above ſixſcore years ſince Lutber firſt broke the 
ice, no doubt many plots have been againſt our Religion, or the 
Ptofeffors of it, ſome perhaps bare plots, ſtifled in the womb, & ne- 
ver known but to the plotters, others might come to the birth. at- 
rempra and hrattices, but at ſuch a diſtance of time and place that 
none of the Covenanteers could be privy to them then, or were 
| acquainced with xhem ſince; either never committed co ſtory, or 
thoſe Hiſtories not now extant, or at leaſt not read, not obſer ved, 
or forgotten by the Covenaticeers, who therefore cannot now 
call to mind the plots in all places ever fince the Reformation, 
6. And if chey have not done ſo, then is the ſucceeding poſiti. 
onlikewiſe falle, they did not enter into this Covenant after ma- o/ get of die 
tare deltheration. Surely two or © three days after the firſt propos Commons. 
fal was too mort a titne to ripen ſuch aDeliberation.Bur if it muſt Seyt. 3.144. 
| gs be 


Sadie e 5h. 
Wing, Whabige rer 1s 
— lat Law, 


venanteer (ruly guilty 
ers 


6&3: b 

7. If it were agreed, who are the greateſt Enemies of our Res 
ligien, we ſhould be better able to judge of the increaſe aud ter- 
ciſe of their power and malice. Upon that principle whigh the 
Scots haye taught us, No anity in Religion wit hat unit in Eeche fi; 
2 Government, we mult Sada abr 4 Covenanteers, ; 
that they who wear t extirpate thi eie are Enemies to 
the Religion of the Church of England. But if they intend by 
Enemies, the King and Biſhops, id other miſnamed Malignants, 
whom they traduce for an intention of ſubyertigg Religion, it is 
a calumny, as void of truth as full of alice: nothing was ever. © 
denied by his Majefty,or oppoſed by his Fol wery, which 15% 
conduce to the ſettlement of the true Reformid Pr eſtant Reli- 
gion. And if it be ſuch a permanent truth, that * ever any 
man ſwears this Covenant, The power 90 theſe Enemies is at that 
time encreaſed; 1 wiſh they would conſider hat aſtrapge Enę- 
my they have to deal with. who grows ſtronger by their pppos 
ſition, Qui ſepixs vinci poteſt, quam illi vincere.; and take ſited 
they be not given up to incureable blindneſs and” hardneſs 0 
heart, chat they cannot ſee, or will not acknowledge the hand of 
God working againſt them, and themſelves fighting againſt 
God. I; F=. | 


8. It is not true, that their Supplication?, Remonſtrances, Pro- 
teſtations, and Suffering have been any means to preſerve them - 
ſelves or their Religion from deſtruftion. Firſt, for Supplicatiens: 
we have not heard of any from Ireland without effect, ſave ſuch 
as are put upon the Covenanteers ſcore. Nor have the Scars been 
repulledin any deſires which concerned themſelves , it bas their . 

crime, which is our miſery, they would needs be in alienꝗ Repub- 
licacuriofi, And ſuch ſupplications as have been preſentedin the 
65 name 


. 4 0 | 
| (K) 
We sf tis Kingdome, were either. ſor falnions lake, defiring 
geoßſent to cg they refobved tl do without it; or 
iel refection of · Mat ener duc of Parna/y 20th; 
hich wiph have prevented afl thete- unrealonable demands in- 
$A upon fince;' Non in afſequerenthr ſed rauſam ſeditions. To 
ſond an Army to preſent a Petition, was a range addreſſe of Sub- 
Je&s20 their King. Nor need they impute their Remonſtrances of 
allthevordceivederrovrs in Government; or their Proteſtations 


in Religion, and reſolution to ba card their lives againſt 


wren by Hu, ac parle wa f Declaration againſt his f Ob a. 


Him and his Army ,' which the very next day they performed ac · E C. p. 663. 


cordingly: but if ſupplications and ſufferings were truly mea net, 
ne ce —— —— — have no right 
to command? Why do they not ( ſike Chriſtians) rather /ffer 
Killaberroffer wrong ? Rather ſubmit to the La vs in forte, then 
by violence compell their Soveraign to receive new ones from 
them ; 1 

9. Their Reſolution to enter into this League, fur the preſerva- 
ian obe mſolurs aud their Religion from atter ruine and dtſt ructi- 
ou, implies a double untruth, that both they and it may be utterly 
deſtroyed, Though our Bodies and Eſtates have been long expo- 
ſed to the perill of deſtruction; yet our ſouls are ſhot-free, we may 


take our Saviours t word for it; and Animas cujuſque eſt quiſq ue. & Mat. 10. 28. 


When Pandora's box of feares and jealouſies was firſt ſet open, we 
were tald of dangem though we could ſee none then, ſave that it 
was certain rume for any man to think-he was not in danger; but 
we have now too juſt cauſe to believe their predictions, who by 
that artifice got ſo much power into their hands as is ſufficient to 
undo the Kingdome; and by this Covenant vow ſo much obſti- 
nacy as not to entertain any thoughts ot peace till either that be 
done, or they periſhin the worke : and if they ſhall , yet will 
their Religion (if it be that which they profeiſe, -che true Prote · 
ſtant) never faile, for Ala pus iſt veritas & prevalcbit : h the 


Rocke, and all the Enemies of God cannot overthrow it, % be- 4 


cauſe it is of God. 5e. 0 4; Pop vs 
10. be pretended truih of that which ſollo u es is obtruded 


upon. 


gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it; l it is founded upon a — . - 18, 


as 5• 2% 


I Covenant 

| with a Nar. 
rative. p. 28. 
| 


m Miniſters 


deen. 


> and x re | 


Anſwe- tothe 


. .of 
3 ter referred to a free geverallAſſembiy. Whereas here, though 


_ | 1 
the people to ſerve for a ſhooing ; horn to draw on the Co⸗ 


aftice of theſe Kingdoms in former times. The Subjects 
land — er) a ſworne Covenant, ſuch as this is, gi 
amongſt themſelves, or with other Nations. If the late Rebcks 
in Ireland did any ſuch thing, none but equall Rebels will chigk 
their Example worthy of commendation. So then, if neuber 
England nor Ireland ever did the like, chen not thee Kingdoms. 
Feotlaad onely remains, the neat and neighbouring Example 
whereof (1) Maſter Headerſov propoſeth to our Covenarueers, 
as worthy their beſt obſervation , he would not lay imitation ; for 
Examples are the weakeſt Arguments; and in matters of doubtful 
right choſe that urge them commonly go beyond their Copy. le 
is but a poor defence, Sacierarrm alien criminds innocentias wor 
cart. Nor will the late Scats Covenant, 1538. ſervers 
this now. > 51074 

For firſt, in relation to themſelves, there is a great difference in 
the occaſion then and now. Their Religion and — 


then affirmed to be invaded ; vo they cannot pretend any 
matter. | {gt us 

Secondly, for the efficient cauſe, that Covenant was made only 
betwixt Subjects of the ſame Kingdome , but chis is a League a- 
—_— People of different Countries and Laws. 

Thirdly, that was not without ſome ſtamp of royail Anthogi- 
ty; being alleadged to be che fame for ſubſtance with che general 
Band, formerly ſubſcribed and allowed by King Pant, 1580. 
and enjoyned by ſeverall Acts of Councill and generail Aﬀembiy 
1581, 1590. and to juſtiſie their explanations upon it many Acts 
of Parliament were produced. But this is wholly contrary to the 
Kings Command, and ſome part of it apainſt the u hole cur ent of 
Englsþ Parlaments. | $3 

4ly, The main matter inborb;"Epiſcepacy, though it was ſup- 
poſed or ſaggeſted to be aꝑainſt dau in Scerlaxd , yet © was not 
required to be abjured, but the practice of x forborn, and the mar- 


it be ſo deeply rooted in our Lawes, that no man can tell Mat & 


Law without it, it is vowed to be uttecly - extirpated, and chat 
without 


Alſent or Approbation. K 25 
Fiftly, for manner of proſecution, ® the Scors then profeſſed u [bid Anf. to 
to perſwade, not enforce men to Covenant; diſcaimed all threat- che 2 
nings,” but of Gods Judgements; all violence, but of reaſon. er © 
Whereas o now if their greateſt Peers do peffepone or refuſe to grſt reply. 
take this Covenant, all their good and rents mult be confiſcate, e Ordinance of 
and their perſons made incapableof any benefit or office in the thecommitree 
Kingdom. | : of Eftates, Ne, 


Laſtly, the caſe in England and Scotland is not now the ſame ; — 


7 * 
withburthv ddviceof ergy "Conyocation — outa free 
Convention of boch — rliacient, wird out His Majeſties 

# ' 3 j f 1 


1643. 

2. Parl. 
the edge of thoſe Laws which were formerly urged againſt Ehle an 
them, is taken off by i tate v AT h nent · Whereas our #9. 
Laws ſtand yet in full forts; and no man tan be aſſured but the 
King may one day recover ſo much ſtrengrh as to put them in ex- 
ecution. 

11. The next Aſſertion being equally falſe is equally defiru- 
Rive to the foundation of this Covenant, which is not(as is affir- 
med) according to the example of Gods 115 in other Nations; 1 
which Text if we expound by « M. Hes derſons Comment, either h Nat — 
of the 1/raelites of old, or the Proteſtants in Germany and the ag, 
Low Countries of later times, it will but ſerve to ſet out the igno- 
rance or impudence of the Contrivers. : r vid, Gen. 1 y. 

It true, the Fews made many: Covenants, but none like to . ä 

this. For 1. Alt theirs were terminated within themſelvet ; they Deut 29. 18. 
did not vow the Reformation, much leſs extiypation of any Com- _ 24- 235 
men Enemy, Syrians or Babylonians, of another Nation or Reli- Chron. 1 TY 
gion; for which yet they might have a better colour then our 12 & 33-16. K 
Brethren of Scotland now have. 2. The object of their Cove 29. 10, & 34. 
nants was not like this of ours: no pretended Priviledges or dif- $143% _ 
putable Liberties in matter of State, nor any conjeRtural'fancies, — — — | 
or probable opinions in point of Religion: but either am unverſal 9 
obedience to the whole Law, or a more ſtrict obfervance of ſuch 
particular Precepts, wherein they found themſelves moſt defe- 
| Rive. 3. No one of their Covenants was ever {worn againſt the 
will of the Magiſtrate, but always at the perſonal command and 
example ot theirSupreme,or ſubordinate Rules, not oppo. 


. —_  . ——————— ß——]— — 


In) ; 
- told with u wet finger, vur of che & Authentic tories df 
that League, derive the whole 

int dit thence the mein Heads and parti inſie 

fach Remonſtrances and Declarations as uſhered this Minſter int 
the word. — Se pat #ſchuſur in © © 


Praers. 


- 
Soda ot ail tac oc. ©d MS TP — 0 — £ 
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Cu ave. III. 


The lam ful ne ſſe of ibis Covenant mn reſ the Coast Effe? 
n 


i 


things. a necefſ arily require his conſtut. 


Aving diſcovered the —— of the Covenant to be falſe, 


we may well preſume che fu ion it ſeffeis rotten 
ese 45 will more fully wer upon fr ſurvey of 
cables andingredienss Slade 1 at 
" Firſt; in reſpeRofthe Canſt eiem, which 238 
venanting, ſwearing , vowing and inter-leaguing one with another 
the unlawfulneſs of it docs appear in this, that ĩt is made by ſuch 
33 are, or ſhould be what they profeſſe, Subjett+ Al living uud 
one King, not only without any leave optained or ſo much av otice 
defired, but o the Khowir will, gc expralt cotmänd 
of this or yyoone ug; aud that in 1 . — 
tonſent and approbation —— required; without which 
they could neither lawfully take it at yes alter s diffike is 
made known to them, ought they 20 perfiſt itt it, ſo 48 to hold 
themſelves. bound by it, though the matter of it were iff it Te! 

otherwiſe juſt and good. For without controverſie the parti 

Covenanting, as to ſome parts of this Oath, are as ſubject to 
their ſupreme Head, the King, as the daughter to her futher, ot the 
wife to her husband. I ſhall not here need toqueſtion whether 
the King be Minor Univers, it will Tele ne if be be 


Major Singwlis , for in this Oath every na ſwears for Wmfelfe, 
l A y Adden che 
2 Law 


as a private perſon, not in any publique 
C 2 


| <4 ties oft. mee 
EN eee 


4 Namb. 30. Lam ef God, the vo of the daught 


. (18) 


ex ot wife was fo farre inthe 


power df thelaiberorbuboad, chat be might confirm or cancel 
| Te 


it, asche pleaſed 4 and God 
nan, unſeſſt he man, to whom ſhe was ſubject, did ratifie .and 


allow it. Upon tbe ſame ground of ſubjeRion, though the mat - 


5 Ex. Coll. p. 
2593 $60. 


ter vowed in this Covenant were not otherwiſe unlaufull, yet be- 
ing ſuch wherein the parties vowing are and ought to be ſubje& 
to the King, it is in bis power t9-4xrcatetheir Oath , to declare it 
void and null, and if they perſiſt in it, they fin. 

2. This ſhews the Covenant to be una fully taken, but much 
more unlaufully obtruded upon others as a new ſolemn Oath, 
n neautherity d ĩmpoſe that do it. The ſame 
Engine ! which they gdiſmowmned-the late Canons, and diſcharged 
that Oath , will ſerve tonfetch off any Ordinance: of Eords and 
Commons commanding this. That a new Oath cannot be impoſed 
vit hot an Act of Parliament, was a. Truth ſo undonbted by;zbe 
eo Houſes, chat chey inſit upon ãt tuice in one we the ger 
b Declaration.) I heir c petigjogingJis Mijeliy, co paſſe an Act for 

c 


eſtabliſhing a new Oath , and th 


he would be. pleaſed to enter 


d. 90, into, a; moge fri: allyance. with ſome, Neighbour Nations, are 


910, 


ſufticieat convictions of their want of Authority in themſclyes ei- 
ther compoſe a ne Oath upon the Subjects of chis Kingdome, 
or to enter into a new League with thoſe of another, naſeſſe che 
con et pl hjs Nagel be. fu obcaiged. . LIND 70 ur bn 
e Many private Men, Town, City, or Ch, oN Lully 
take this Covendntgftheir own accord and. fre will {which ische 
way to. ingratia: e themſelves. the more) then m other caſes oſ the 
like king, they quay at any time of de de without apy 
command troim;Spperiours.s eater into a Leagye ol wutyali' 

forte gi Sig Corr fs f and, inde themſa ves hy: a — 


ah ig performance. Andaben farewell, not gpety.the ancient 


dECp 6:8, conſe i 


& 823. 


Authority af the Kicg, bur tbat modern Priviiegge ot Parliament, 
bd claimes, thai. df Coynty, can hin d. i felſ nhl tir 


Prov „ 
11 


, os Jig :2 * 1220 T5 1:73"T alt a oi LN 04Isd 330) GC -Yy J 
it all he Kingdome be thereſore boung;ts tzke this ew 
Gover at beg uſe4t comes to item a commanded Þy-the twp 
Pole chongh hezeyere no Law for u beſo1e,then mulzall our 
wet 5 Hiſtories 


$0. accept of it from the wo... 


—̃¶ .f 7 — 


on 


— OY at. 


| (13) 
Hiſtories be purged, all our Law · books taught to ſpeak another 
Language, and all thoſe Declarations revoked, wherein the Lords 


and Commons of his Parliament, fo many e times diſclaimed alle E. c. p. 270, 
power of making any new Laws without his Majeſties conſent, 715» 


— — 


— — — — — 


CH AP. IV. 


The matter of the Covenant examined, and proved firſt to 
be againſt Truth, 


Ne to the Efſcient, we ſhall ſurvey the material Caute of 
chis Oath, andallow it fair trial by the Laws of God and the 
Land. If it beendiced upon the Text of Jeremie4. 2. It will 
be found guilty in the higheſt degree, as deſtitute of all thoſe con- 
ditions required to a lawtul Oath, Trmh, Zudgement, and Righ- 
teowſneſs. | | 

For the firſt, hough this be for the main a Fromiſſory Oath, to 
the formal Truth whereof, as ſuch, no more is required but that 
the meaning of che parties (wearing be truly conformable to the 


words of their Oath, that they truly intend to perform what 


they ſwear: yet is not the whole frame of it meerly promiſſory , 
ſome aſſertions are interwoven, either actual or vertual, by way 


of implication: which may be juſtly ſulpected for want of Truth, 


and it chat be proved upon any one of them, all the Covenanteers 
are ipſo.fatFo, guilty of perjury. I ſhall but point at fome particu - 
lars 5 

I. Thoſe words wherein they ſwear the Preſervation of Reli- 
gion in the Church of Scotland, do imply that the Religion of that 
Church is in all che pariieulars there mentioned, Doctrine, Mor- 
Hip, Diſcipline, and Government, according to the Bord of God, 
Which is juſtly doubtful in ſome, and flatly falle in others. 

1. The Doctrine of that Church, ſo far as it is diſtin from 
their opinions concerning Diſcipline and Government, and other 


matters of practice, ha ye no purpoſe to quarrel. I acknowle 


e 
the antient Articles of their publique confe ſſion for wi -47 
* 5 C 3 Doctrine 


(14) 
Doctrine they underſtand all the modern explatittions and other 
doctrinal poſitions which have iſſued from their General Aſſem. 
blies in latec times, I could driag more inſtances and more obje- 
ions againſt the truth of theſe Doctrines, then 1 know how to 
anſwer. But I forbear to make the wound wider then neceſſity 
requires. 
2. As touching their manner of Worſhip, if we ſhould deny, 
they would be hard put to it, to prove thoſe formes which they 
uſe in Marriage, Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, Publique Prayer, 
Preaching,Catechizing,and other of Gods Ordinances to be ac- 
cording te his word. 
3. Much leſs their Diſcipline and Government, by Claſſecand 
Aſemblies higher and lower, which the — to be jure dibi. 
vo and perpetual, Some of their ableſt Scholars have acknowled- . 
ed their moveable temporary Deacons, not to be conſonant to 
ivine Inſtitution, And, if we might be admitted to argue before 
equal judges, we ſhould go near to prove as much againſt their 
ruling Elders, which firſt juſtled the Superintendents, and fince 
the Biſhops out of that Church, If they will ſubmit to that rule, 
the Presbytery, in Scripture, muſt ſubmit to Epiſcopacy : that at 
belt was but a Delegacy under the Apoſtles, who were in right 
the primitive Biſhops,and from whom ours challenge by undeni« 
able ſucceſſion. 

II. When they ſwear the Reformation of — in England, 
in Doctrine, as well as Diſcipline, according to the word ef God; 
they falſly imply that our Doctrine is erroneous, and not accor- 
ding to the word. Which though it be ſcandalous to us,is advan: 
tageous to the Covenanteers. The Articles of our Church moſt 
true inthemſelves, cannot be wire-drawn aud forced to comply 
with their deſigns,and therefore no wonder if they deſire to have 
them altered. They muſt therefore let the Dial by the Clock, and 
ſeeing the preſent Doctrine of the Kingdom condemns their 
practice and opinions, they muſt ſo far reform it, that it ſhall not 
contradict them. f F 

When a new Aſſembly of Divines muſt be convened, to tell 
the people ſuch things are according to the word of God, which 
all men knew to be contrary to the Law of the Land, ſeeing the 
| Royal 


) 
Royal aNent could net be obtained to authorize a Convention 
af lack Perſons,and in ſoch an uncouth illegal way as was deſired, 
it as ina voidably becaſſary. that the L ot our Church in 
the 21. Article ſhould be reformed, which teacheth, That Comn- 
cilt v nas be futherog:tagethur wit hani the commandment and will 

Priy Ty ' - 

3 — they — — — — thoſe rights — their Sove : 
ion by force, which be is unwilling to part wich upon entreaty, 
— «i fix the 35. Article be reformed, which confirmes the Ne- 
mily againſt Rabelliom as cant aun Godly and whaltſomePoitrime, 
aud neceſſary for theſe times, In truth never ſo neceſſary for any 
times as theſe, the like whereof E lau never law before. 

Whea they bave vawed the extirpatian of Epiſcopal Governs 
ment, Root and Brauch, is ii not high time to reform the 32. Ar- 
ticle which talks of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacon? much more the 

36. which add:s Archbiſhops, and confirmes the book of Conſe- 
cxation and Ordination? 

Wbea that Doctrine muſt be inſtilled into the people, that the 
King is no more then the Prince of Orange or the Duke of Fenict, 
— Major fingulis but miner umi ver ft, and that when his com- 
mands and thoſe of one or both Houſes are different, theirs muſt 
and ought to be obeyed, as with uhom the ſopreme power doth 
— lurely a Reformation of the 39. Article is indiſpenſa- 
bly and eminently ente: y which the Subjects have bern led 
into that dangerous and deadly Hereſie, that has coſt fo many 
thouſand, lives, That the Kings Majeſty bath thr chief power in 
this Realm of England, unte whom the c hiefgevernment of all (not 
only particular perſons, but) Eſtates of this Rea/m;whether they be 
Eccle ſiaſtical or Civil, (not in ſome. caſes only, but) inallicawſes 
dot h apper ta in 

Laſtly, when they were to take ſuch an Oath as this, whithout 
the conſent and againſt the command of the Magiſtrate, ſo utterly 
deſtitute of all thæ conditions required to a Lawful Oath, they 
could do no leſs then reform the 3 9 Article, which requires thoſe 
conditions. Sa. that it cannot be denyed, hut they have ſtrong in- 
ducements to reform the Doctrine, as well as the diſcipline and 
Government of Eagland, & as they vow them both in one clauſe, 

ſo 


— —— — — — — 


— . m . ˙ co —————x — 
" 


4 Harmon. 
Confe fl. 


5 Counter. 


. (16) _ 
ſo perhaps they intend them both in one ſenſe, the Reformation 
of DoRrine as well as Government muſt be a totall Extirpation of 
Brauch and Root; we mult not have one chip left of the old 
block. | 

IL. Their ſwearing the firſt Article to this end, thar they may 
live in Faith, and that the Lord may be one among ft them, implies 
chat before, and at the time of their entrance into this Covenant, 
they neither lived in Faitb, and ſo were Infidels; nor was the 
Lord one amongſt them, and ſo without God in the world; which 
I hope is not true. But if faith be here taken for obedience, (as 
ſometimes it is)or for an aſſent to the truth of that doctrine which 
is 2 acknowledged by the world for the Confeſſion of Faith of the 
Church of England : ſo ] grant their late and preſent demeanour 
1satufficient demonſtration, they have not /ived in that fairh. And 
1 confefle we have been told in effect by ſome of their fore -· run- 
ners, that the Lord is not one where Prelacy is not extirpate. 
b That the true Church of Chriſt cen ſiſt th of Saints Covenanted 


march to Mr. with God & them'elves, having porter to C hriſt and all bis Or dinan- 
Janes his Re- ces hic hh the, Aſſemblies of England want, being violently cimpel'd 


treat, 1607. 


c Ibid. o& 
proteſtation 
ptoteſted, 
page 14. 


to ſubmit to another Chriſt of the Biſhovs devifirg, ard ſo are no 
true Church. For the true viſible Church is but one, a the Baptiſme 
but one, & the Lord but one, Fohn 10. 16. This was the ſcandalous 
imputation of the Browniſts upon our Church, in the beginning 
of their ſeparation; and it is a ſhame and miſery we ſhould live to 
ſee it confirmed by a Solemn Oath. 

IV. When they ſwear in the ſecond Article to extirpate Pre- 
lacy, and that for this end, leſt they be partakers in ther mens ſins, 
this implyes not onely that Epiſcopacy is a (in, which is an errant 
untruth , but that if they ſhould not labour for the extirpation of 
it in ſuch a violent manner as they do, they ſhould be puilty of 
that ſin. This conceic was the main ground of Separation both 
to the ancient Doxatiſts and our modern Browniſts ;- they both 
imagined, that if che Church be any way ſtained with corruption 
in Doctrine or Diſcipline, her Communion is hatefull and defiled, 
and that whoſoever joynes with her is e partaber of her ſinnes, and 
ſo in dang er of her — guet. Which is certainly falſe; our Saviour 
did not partake in the ſinnes of the Fewez, yet he did ä 
| wit 


U | 
with them. 80 long as we neithet command ner counſell.a ſin to 
be done, nor conſent to — — , nor: commpng it, when 
it is done, but barely permit'it ( though it be naturally, yet if it 
be not cpallyin our power to hinder it) we are no way guilty of 
it. God himfelfe doth permit ſin without ſin. And if any man 
will be a Reformer without a Commiſſion, he muſt look to be 
checked with a Dis requi ſrt ? Iſrael ſinned not by ſtaying in 
Apt, nor Lor by remaining in Sodom, till the Lord ſent Xoſe; 
to call them, and the Angel to fetch him out. It was their afflicti- 
on, but not their fault to ſee thoſe unrighteous dealings of their 
n which did vex but not pollute their righteous fouls, 
All ſinne is to be avoyded, but not by all means; ſome are poſſi. 
ble which are not lawfull. Death is a certain eure for all diſtem- 
pers, but a man may not kill himſelfe to avoyd intemperance , 
25 make away his Children in their infancy to prevent the ſinnes 
of their age. | 
The Preſident of the New Aſſembly with bis twenty Aſſiſtant 
Brethten havopubliſned fome truths in this Argument, which 
might have been of ſingular uſe bad they come in time, ſufficient 
to ſtop that current of blood which hath flowed from other prin. 
ciples then that which they now Preach to others, but do not _ 
practiſe themſelves. q They tell their more zealous Brethren,who , Congderatt- 
having conſpired with them to extirpate this Government, and ons  di(- 
worn every man to go before another in the example of 4 real! Re. (wade men 
formation) begin to gather themſelves into Church · ſocieties, 4/. from further 
thong h it be the duty of all the Servants of Cbriſt to keep themſelves — of 
always pmre from corruption in Religion, & to endeavor in an orderly ge — = z. 
way the Reformation of it, yet it is an undonbted Maxime that it 1641. 
4 to Chriſtian Magiſtrates in an eſpecial manner to be aut hori- 
ers of 4 ſuch a Reformation. If this Maxime had been as well fol- 
lowed as it was known, we had never had a Rebellion to make 
way for a Reformation. How can they without bluſhing talk of 
an Orderly way to others, who know their call and ſitting to re- 
form where they do is altogether diſorderly? 
But ſuppoſe the ſins of Government did involve every one of 
our Nation in a common gꝑuilt; what is this to che Scots? Though 
1ſratl offend, no neteſſir» that I ſhould fin, They may ſome 
D x ins 
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(8) 

ins endugti of their owne to retkon for, though they ſhould not 
ſwear that thofe of another Kingdome, ſhall be put upon their 
ſcore rand yei they do it, by vowing to extirpatæ, Biſbapt, &c. 
l;ft rhey be partakers in other mens n.. 3 | | 

v. That which they have undertaken to maintain is not truly 
called in the fixih Article, The common Canſe of Religion , Li- 
berties, and Peact of the Kingdemr. Ihe many Sects and indifferent 
opinions among the Covenanteers, and the reiterated deſires of 
the Scots for unity in Religion, — prove that the ſame 
Religion is not common to them all. And de facto the Religion, 
Peace and Liberties of England and Ireland have been diſturbed, 
when the Scots enjoyed all theirs without oppoſition; and may 
do ſo ſtill, unleſſe they will thruſt their fingers into the fire when 
they need not. The Cauſe of one 1 1 is not common to an- 
other though they be in ſubjeRion to the ſame King. Philip the 


ſecond, might have done well to grant a toleration to the Prote- 
ſtants in the Low Countries, though be had reſolved never to al- 
low the like in Spain. And His Majeſty, by reaſon of his neceſſary 
abſence from thence, may have granted ſome Liberties to Fcor- 
lava, which if he ſhould do in England would be in © diſheriſon 


to the Crown. | 

VI. In the laſt Article , they profeſſe and declare to the World 
thesr unfeigned de fire to be humbled for their own fins. Which pro- 
feffion the World, that ſees onely their Actions, will ſcarce admit 


to be true. For it may well be conceived that the chiefe Heads a- 
mong the Covenanteers are the ſame that projected the Nineteen 


Propofitions, whence the world will conclude rather an ambitious 


7 de fire in them to be exalted, then any wnfeigned de ſire to be hum- 


bled. 

Beſides, itisnot unknown'to; the World, that, among other 
Sects which {warm in that great City where the Covenant is ſo 
generally taken, the Antinomiaxs for number are not contemp- 
tible, of whoſe Creed this is a fundamentall Article; That God 
fees no ſin in his ele; ſuch as they take themſelves to be; and they 
would ehink'it a derogation to the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, ſhould 
— — — ——— de fire to be humbled for their fannes : 
any thus opinionated have taken this Covenant, he makes the 
reſt lyars as well as himſelf. VII. - 


(19) 

VII. LaGtly., though it cannot be denyed , but the proſent di- 
ſtreſſes aud dangers of theſe King domes are the fraits of their fiunes, 
yet to undertake (as they here do) to determine for what fins in 
particular God is pleaſed to inflift theſe Judgements upon us, is 
an Act of State proper for ſuch as are of Council to the Almigh- 
ty, and ſhould not be avowed by a ſolemn Oath, without a ſpe- 
ciall warrant by Revelation. Beſides , I do not find ſuch a Har- 
mony bekwixt this Confeſſion of fins here, and that formerly 
publiſhed in thef Ordinance for Humiliation. And it is not long ff 
lince the Aſſembly informed their two Houſes, that impunity was 36 = * 
the cauſe of thoſe reigning ſins, Inceſt, Adultery, For nication, E. C. 5 917. 
Blaſphemy, & c. but they forbore to tell us who were the cauſe 
of that impunity; were not they who pulled down thole Courts 
where ſuch ſins were puniſhable ? 

Amenegſt other provoking ſinnes they make this one, bat we 
have not laboured as we ought for the purity of the Go/pell. I am a- 
fraid there is a bad deſigne lurks under theſe good words, which 
the Covenanteers are now in labour of, probably the introducing 
of the lon 499 prevented holy Diſcip.ine , or tome like Monſter 
already ch iltened before it be borne, by the name of Parity and 
Reformation. If ſo, then is it falſe, that he not labouring for ſuch 
a Purity is any cauſe of eur preſent diſtreſſe. For in all Queen E- 
lzzabeth and King ame, his Reign, andthe firſt fifteen yeares of 
King Charles, for. tourſcore years together, though we wanted 
this pretended P ww/ty, .yet we wanted not the happineſſe of @ bleſ- 
fed Peace. Which in the judpement of our-8 Enolifh Solomon is a, .. James his 
ſtrong evidence, that Gd was well pleaſed with that form of Coos 
ligion 2 ly Law, Let was he informed then, as Qeen for Uniformi- 
Elizabeth had been before, by the frivolous ſuggeſtions of ſome ty» 1. 7acet?. 
light Spirits, of divers errours both in Doctrine and Diſcipline, Marth 3. 
which ſtood in need of Reformation. Nor did we ever groane 
under the heavy hand of God, as at this day, till men of like hu- 
mours upon the ſame grounds, bave xe enforced thoſe opinions 
by the Sword , witch their Predeceſlors failed to make good by 
Diſcourle. * 5 

heſs ching ifchey be hot ail formally falſe , becauſe in fome 

iealc they may be true; yet being not certainly true, theyare all 
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(20) | 
ed of a vertuall faſhood, becauſe in ſome'ſenſe. they are falſe : 
dre eg no man can know in hat ſenſe he oughn to fear 
them now or ſhall be required upon his Oath eo believe them 
hereafter, he cannot theretore ſweare them in truth and judxe - 
- ment. 1 


1 C. 1 
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T hat this Covenant , by reaſon of the many ambiguities in it, eſ- 
pecially this, Who "5 (hall be the authentique Interpreter of 
it, cannot be ſworne in judgement. | 


I. L Very Oath oughtto be conceived in ſuch familiar language 
as may be leaſt obnoxious to miſconſtruction; and tho 
few or none can be fo voyd of obſcurity , but a man, diſpoſed to 
quarrell with words, may eaſily find himſelfe matter to work up- 
on. Yet in other Oaths, all doubts of this nature may be quick! 
removed:for when a Vow or an Oath is taken by any mun of his 
own accord, he knows in what ſenſe he meant it at the time of e- 
miſſion, and in that he is bound to make it good. | 
But when an Oath isimpoſed by the authority of another, the 
taker is bound in that ſenſe which the Impoſer meant it, ſo as it be 
not repugnant to the ordinary ſignification of the words, and ſach 
as may rationally be preſumed to be intended by that authority. 
But ii any man fhall conceive the words of an Oath to be meant 
by the impoſer in ſuch a ſenſe as be would not willingly ſwear, 
but can frame to himſelſe a different conſtruction of them, accor- 
ing to which only he will take the Oath, and reſolves to be bound 
by it: this will n@ more excuſe him from — — if he ſhould 
make all the Vows, and take all the Oathes in the world, with an 


actual intention not to be bound by any of them, which is utterly 
contrary to the nature of all of them. | 
II. Upon theſe premiſes, I inferre that the preſent Co- 
venant cannot be ſworn in jadgement; not ſo much becauſe 
it is clogged with many doubtfull clauſes, which may be 
common to it with other Oaths, as becauſe it is infeſted 


with 


. (2c) | 
wich this one fundamental; doubt proper to it ſelf, Who foall be 
tbe am bemtique- Expoſitor of s- RCA. + 
It ſhould ſeem here in England, by their way of propoſal at 
firlt, not commanding it by Ordinaxce, but recommending it by on gers of 
their own Example, and a requiricg the Miniſters to explain it te commons 
che people, that the Members at Ve minſter deſired it ſhould be a Sep. 2.1643. 
free VON and then every Covenanteer muſt be his own Interpres 
ter, notwithſtanding the many inconveniences that muſt enſue 
upon it. For every man abounding in his own ſenſe, inſtead of 
ſwearing union, they ſhall ſwear diviſion; and by their Vow to 
preſerve all ſuch as take the Covenant in the ſame words, my 
ſhall be obliged to deſtroy all ſuch as take it in a contrary ſenſe 
to themſelves. « 8 * 
But if this be an Oath impoſed by the Authority of the remain- 
ing Members at Veſt min ſter for England, the Convention of E. 
ſates for Scotland, & I know not who for Ireland, the clearing of 
all doubts muſt in equity depend upon the Impoſers intentions. 
This miniſhers occaſion to many other doubts: as firſt, whether the 
States in Scotland & ours of Englaxd did not at firlt intend ſome 
material clauſes in ſeveral ſenſes, and whether hergafter their ex- 
poſitions may not interfere,and neither being ſuperiour to other, 
what muſt be done? Secondly, whether ajl che Members of both 
or either Houſe in England, nay, whether the greater part of 
them, did upon the taking of the Covenant, concur in the ſame 
ſenſe ? if not, it cannot be any way obligatory as according to the 
ſenſe of the Houſes. Thirdly ,if there were a full agreement ofthe 
ma jor part preſent in the ſame ſenſe at the firſt taking, yet hereaf- 
ter, when they ſhall come to expounding, the majr part then may 
declare themſelves in another ſenſe then was firſt intended; for 
either ſome other Members may come in by that time, & concur- 
ring with the now minor, make a major part; or ſome of the pre- 
lent major part may die, or be removed or be ablear,or alter their 
Opinions, and ſo vary the ſenſe of the Houſes, elpecially in that 
great buſineſs of Reformation in Doctrine and Government,con- 
cerning which, neither the two Houſes nor their aſliſtantDivines, z conſid of ihe 
as themſelves * confeſs, are yet agreed. Fourthly, if it ſhall here- Aſſembly. Dec. 
after appear that the major part at the time of their taking and 31643. 
D 3 impoſing 
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(22) 
impoſing this Oath did underſtand it in one ſenſe, and the major 
part at Þe time of declaring ſhall expound it in another, it muſt 
be doubted in whether ſenſe it ſhall be obligatory. And laſtly, if 
the greater part of Lords ſhall declare it in one ſenſe, and the 


greater part of the Commons in another, whoſe Declaration muſt 


carry it? Upon the reſolution of theſe doubts it will appear, that 
many well meaning Covenanteers, whiles they laboured for ſuch 
a Reformation as themſelves conceived to be according to Gods 
Word, were zealouſly perjured, by not endeavouriog it in that 
ſenſe which the Houſes will declare was only intended. 

III. This main doubt being premiſed, which has an influence 
upon all the reſt, I ſhat{ only mention ſuck others as I am per- 
ſwaded the chief Covenanteers themſelves are not agreed upon. 
Where firſt 1conceive in the top branch of this Covenant, it is 
not only doubtful wherein the Doctrine and PDi/ciplinfef' Score 
land conſiſts, which arehere ſworn to be preſerved, but how far 
the preſervation of them is intended; and who are meant by row... 
mon Enemies. Since the ancient Confe ſſion of that Church has 
been ſo much improved by modern explanations, and ull theſe 
confirmed by a National Oathſinee their Piſeiplite is ſueh 
ſtery that many of themſelves are not fully agreed upon it; ſince 
their firſt and ſecond Book of Diſcipline contain feveral plat- 
formes, and the Contents of thoſe four Volumes bf the as of 
General Aſſemblies ratified af & laſgos, are not yet publiſned. i is 
a hard caſe that any man ſhould be forced to ſwear to preferve 
what no body knows. | | - f 

IV. Next, I cannot tell where to fix that Character of common 
Ene mies, which Maſter Henderſon obſeurely paraphraſeth Syrian 
and Bab yloniant; c and Mr. Nye more expreſe. hut not more fa. 
tisfaRory, tels us that Popery and Prelacy ave the t href, Fot con- 
ſidering Church- governthent in England & Irelandis by Epiſco- 
pacv. and that of Scotland by the Presbytery, this Covenant be- 
ing ſuppoſed to be taken by all the three Kingdoms, it follows 
that neither Papiſts nor Prelates are enemies to both Govern- 
ments, who ſtifly maintain the one to be of Divine or Apoftolic4l 
Inſticu:ion ; but the Separatiſts are common Enemies, who hold a 
diſtin } orme of Paſtoral and Independent Government to be 
univerſal- 


(23) 
univerſally enjoyned by the Word of God, and both Epifcopacy. 
and — Ke be humane inventions and Antichriſtian. 5 p 

v. Lan ſorry I ſhould be forced to queſtion what is meant in 
the next Clauſe by the Dedtrise, Worſbip, Diſc ipline, and Govern- 
ment of England? Whether that which has been conſtantly avow- 
ed by this ( hurch, and accepted for ſuch by other Nationg Or if 
that Government. be already aboliſhed by the Voter of both 

Houſes , if the life and ſoul af that Diſcipline be taken from it by 
new xpeſitions made upon the late Ac for taking away the High 
Commilſion , if that Form of Publique Worſbip, the Book of 
Common Prayey be ſuſpended by an Order, if the ancient Doctrine 
be already altered in part or in whole by the extemporary Deca. 
rations of an upſtart Aſſembly , if theſe Peclarationt, that Order, 
thoſe Expoftions, thoſe Votes be indeed binding to this whole 
— (as the Covenanteers pretend they are) it will be im- 
poſlible for them or any man to affirme what is now the Doctrine, 
Worſbip, Government, and Difcipline of the Kingdom of England , 

there being no General Form left, in which the Kingdom is any 
way required, or ſuppoſed to agree, and the particular Formes 
may be as many and different as the perſons and opinions of the 

Reformers. 

V 1.- Thoſe words following , [ According to the Word of 
God]are inthemſelves very material, and the miſapplication of 
them is a matter of great conſequence, | doubt whether they: 
ought to be reſtrained to the Clauſe immediately foregoing, 
touching Reformation of Religion in Esglaud and Ireland, or 
n vou, they muſt be extended to the preſervation of Religion in 
Scotland too, and ſo every Covenanteer be bound to maintain 
that the Scots Diſcipline and Church Government is according to 
the Word of God. I am confident the Scors themſelves do now in- 
tend them, and will hereafter expound them in this ſenſe; and þ 
raiſe that confidence upon theſe reaſons. Firſt, becauſe the Gene- 


ral 4 Aſſembly of that Church, with the aſſent and concurrence of 4 S. Andr Aug 
the © Lords of Secret Council in that Kingdom, have declared 11542. E C5. 


to our two Houſes, that their Kirk-Government by Aſſemblies 5 


ve Elenb. Aus. 


higher and lower, is jure divino, and perpetual. Secondly, becauſe 18 164. mc, 
in chat form of this Covenant which came from Scerland, the 5.353. 


words 
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| (2 | | 
words ran thus, rg Bere in the Churth'of Sc 
land, in Doctrine, Worſpip, Diſcipline; and Government according 
to the wird . Now upon the other part there is equal rea- 
{on to believe, that not only many particular Exg/iſs Covenane 
teers, as poffeſſed with an opinion of another Government, but 
that our Lords and Commons at Weſmiuſter do not in this point 
concur with the ſenſe of the Scots. For firſt, they f declare (in 
anſwer to that Declaration of Srotlayd)rhat ons Forme of Chxrob 
Government will hardly be obtained in all bis Majtſtves Dominion, 
unleſs ſome way might be found for a mutual dibate in framing that 
owe Ferme. Whence it mult be collected that the Forme they aim 
at is not yet framed, and therefore not that which the Scots pra- 
Qiſe, Secondly, their reforming that drauꝑht of the Covenant 
agreed upon in Scotland, and redüciug that auſe ¶ According ro 
the word of God ] to a more proper Fate, and ſwearipg in their' 
new projet of Reformation, to have aneye not only to Gods 
Word, but to the example of other Reformed Churches, without 
any expreſſion of, or reſtriction to that of Scotland, do perſwade 
with me, that our Engliſh Covenanteers do not conteive the 
Scetiſh Diſcipline and Kirk-Government to be according io the 
Word of God. | 

VII. Their Vow to extirpate whatſoever ſhall be found con- 
trary to ſound Dettrine and the power of godlineſs, points at ſome 
new diſcovery not yet made; I would be reſolved who are de- 
ſigned for that inquiſition; how far their Commiſſion ſhall ex- 
tend, and by what rules chey muſt pronounee, hat Doll ines are 


ſound what rotten, what they muſt take to be eo tothe pow. 


er of godlineſs, what not. If Biſhops be upon the file, either be · 
caule ſome have too much enlarged the Philacteries of their Au- 
thority,or have been otherwiſe perſonally faulty; or becauſe 
Superiority and diſtinction of degrees amongſt the Clergy are 
diſcovered already to be contrary to ſound Doctrine and the 
power of godlineſs : The ſame grand Enqueſt of Midaleſex 
which found the Bill againſt Epiſcopacy may impannel there: 
after, and upon the fame evidence find againſt Magittraey. 
The fame Arguments which fer the Rooters on work, will 


find chem more employment when this is done; when ther 


bands 


= Th - 4435) | 
hans are once in, they may proceed for atbrough Reformation to 
Ds all Civil ſuperiority, all diſt inction of Lords and Gen- 
| They who pute theſe reaſons into the monthes, and that 
power into the hands of ſo many known Anabaptiſti, may be too 
weak to wrelt it from them when their own turn is ſerved. 
VIII: la the third Article, I balk the Priviledges of Parlia- 
ment, ſo myſterious and intricate as no man dare undertake to ſtate 
them truly, and enely take notice of that paſſage, where they ſwe ar 
to preſerve and defend the Kings Perſon and Authority, in the pre- 
ſervation and defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of the 
K ingdomes. If his Authority were as well known as his Perſon, 
yet mighe it well be doubted, bow farr theſe words intend the 


preſervation of one or the other. Mr #ard (in behalf of the Co- £ Analyſis of 
venanteers) gives two expoſitions of them for ſareneſs ; either that he Covenant. 


we ſwear to defend bis Perſon and Anthority, ſo long as he defends 
our Religion and Liberties ; (which is not ſo much as they ſwear to 
do for any ordinary perſon that takes this Covenant: For they 
vow in the ſixt Article, abſolutely, to deſend all thoſe ; but here they 
undertake no more then barely to endeavour to defend the King). Or 
Secondly, that in defending Religion and Liberties we do defend His 
Majeſties Perſon and Authority ; yet may it ſo fall out, that what 
they do, or intend for His defence, may truly tend to His deſtructi- 
on. And this we muſt confeſs is not common to His Majeſty with 
the reſt of His people; who (as it ſeems) has theſe two Preroga- 
tives left yet unqueſtioned, that as the Kings Commands, and nage 
but His, may be diſ the athority ; ſo his ſacred 
Perſon, and only be deftroyed in His own defence. an 
IX. Itis to 
contrary to the method of the general Proteſtation, the Priviledges 
of Parliament (whatever they be) have got precedency of His 
Majefties Perſon ; which alteration ſurely was not without cauſe. 
It is therefore a doubt very neceſſary to be reſolyed, when the 
certain ſafety of che Kings perſon comes in competition with any 
of their real or pretended Priviledges, which is to be preferred? 


Whether by this Oath they are not bound in fuch a caſe rather to 
= 


ſuffer bis perſan to periſh, or a&pully ta deftray him, tben violate 
any ſuch Priviledge, ot leave i gopeeſerved. 1 13 
26. Ilke- 


(26) 

X. 1 likewiſe doubt what manner of libentiti thoſe are which 
the Covenanceess aim at, ſeeing chey have never yer claimed any 
as due by Law, which were denyed chem. I meet with a new word 
wuch in requeſt of late in ſome cettiſb p pers, The States ; and 
though it bath been naturalized by Act of Parliament in England, 
I am not yet willing to underſtand it. 

When our men would careſs:the United Provinces, they apply 
the word to this Kingdom ; and tell thoſe High and Mighty Lords 
when they complein of chat affiflance which Ha Majeſty received 
from thence, Wi canuot believe it was done by any direction from 
their Lordſoips ; iiber cas we think that they will be for ward in 
helping to make us Slaves, Who have been uſeful and aſſiſtant in ma- 
king them Freemen. Whencewe may wel be jeslous that by Li- 


 berties of the Kingdoms they intend no leſ then thoſe of the Low 


i Vid. 1 Hen, 
4.c 14. & 4. H. 


4. 23. 


k 14 Ed. 3. c. 5. 


414 H. c. 12. 
1 El. c. i. 
24 Hf. 8. c. 19. 


Countries; and till they can attain to be ſuch Free Jtates, in their 
own opinion they are no better then Slaves. 

XI. When they make it a parc of their Oath, to bring all Ma- 
lignants to ſach puniſhment as the fupream p̃ulicaseries of both 
Kingdom reſpettiveſy ſhall judge converient, it ſhould ſeem they 
ha ve loſt a Kingdom already, for d reie vdvra, they begun with 
three Kingdoms, and now here are but two left; I will ſuppoſe En. 
gland to be obe: And here it will be a grand doubt to determine 
which is che ſwpream fwaicatory. i Whether in ſome caſes the 
Kings Ordinary Courts of Juſtice be not ſupream ? Whether the 
Houſe of Commons be a Judicatory at all? * Whether the Houſe 
of Lords be in all cafes ? Whether they differ in their jadgement, 
either of them be ſupreem,(and which that is) or both, or neither? 
Whether, if they ſhould both concur in matters of univerſal con- 
cernment to the whole Kingdom, without or againſt the King, 
they ought to be reputed Soupream?Whether if Hts M: jeſty hould 
concur with them, inthings concerning Reformation of Religion, 
(the main bufineſs ef this Covenant) the joynt affent of the 


Rated, perhaps all other deut: wald 
de pending, we ere leſt to ut certain te lui 


4 (27) : 
they teat! by thoſe other Churches groaniug ander the youk of 

Antichriſtian tyramy. Surely done more then choſe of the Romiſ 

Religion, who acknowledge the Popes Supremacy. Yet Maſter 

n Hendreſon applies it rather to other Reformed Churches, which n Covenant 

(:xhe ſays) when they ſhall bear of this bleſſed Cor junction, it will with Nar. p.32 

be mo ot her thaw the beginning of a Jubile and joyful deliverance 
unto them from the Anticbriſtian yoak of tyranny. Who thoſe 

Reformed Churches are, I profeſs I do not yet underſtind, ualeſs 

that Civil Dominion which theit natura Princes of che Popiſh 

Religion exereiſe over them be reputed by the Covenanteers a 

york of Antichrifian tyramy. 


—_— 
— 


C HAP. VI. 


That the performance of ſundry Clauſes in this Covenant, 
cannot be without grand inconvenience or injuſtice. 


Ro Reaſon will dictate that we ought not to make ſuch x 
promiſe as cannot be performed without manifeſt inconve- 
nience; and Religion will add, thar ir were a fin in ſuch caſes to 
bind our ſelves by a folewn Oach. Many things in this Covenant 
though tftey be not fimply impoſſible, nor abſolutely unjuſt, in toto 
genere, yet in many caſes they may prove to be ſo, and therefore 
cannot be ſxorn in rig breouſucſi and judgment, If I make good 
this charge againſt it, then myſt it be acknowledged a raſh, indiſ- 
creet, andtherefore a fioful Vow. 

I. If a quitedifferent form of Church-Government from that 
of Scorhand be approved by the ord, or at leaſt conceived to be 
ſo, then alf ſuch as ate ſo conceired (a amongſt the Covenanteers 
not a few) cannot with a ſafe conſcience ſwear to preſerve that 
Government in any Church, which they are perſwaded is not ac 
cording, but contaary to the Word of God- 

Again, the Di/cipline and manner of Morſpip uſed in Scotland 
are not only alterable in themſelves , but confeſſed to be ſo by 
tho Docttins of that Church: therefore it is unlawful to ſwear « Conf. Scor. 
to preferve them by a folemn _ which might be majoris boni Artic. 20. 

2 


impeditivum 


b Firſt argu- 
ment againſt 
the Canons, 
p. 17, 


c Second 


Speech, p. 13. 
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impeditivum. This inference will be no news to the Houſe of 
Commons; it was urged with much vehemence, and heard with 
approbation againſt the late Oath enjoined by the Canons. () My 
Author concludes by a dilemma, that whoſoever takes ſuch an 
Oath , inaucjdably falls upon a rock of perjury ; either for ſaving 
his Oath he muſt deny obedzence tothe K ing, or by obeying the King 
he mu ſt break his Oath. 

Maſter Nathaniel Fiennes, a better Orator than Souldier, upon 
the ſame Argument diſcourſeth thus, (c) It i againſt the Law and 
light of Nature, that a man ſbould ſwear never to conſent to alter 
(that is not ſo mueh as the Covenanteers here ſwear, conſtanily to 
ende: vour to preſerve) a thing Which in its own nature is alterable, 
and may prove inconvenient , aud fit to be altered: And in caſe the 
Scots (hould think fit, upon any oces ſion to alter ſome parts of 
their Diſcipline , or Ceremonics in their Worſhip, whether muſt 
our Engliſb and Iriſþ Covenanteers endeavour to refit any ſuch 
8l:eration , or ſir ſtill and let them take their courſe, holding the 
Scottiſh perjury ſufficient to excuſe their own ? 

II. When they ſwear to cut out their intended platforme of 
Reformation by a double pattern; firſt of Geds Word, and then 
of the beſt R:formed Churches, the latter might have been well 
ſpared; it was added, without any neceſſity, but not without much 
inconvenience. For ſuppoſe there were two beſt Refaxmed, (u 
ce tainly leſs than two cannot pretend to the name of Churches ) 
which muſt they conform to ? Or if there be but one beſt , how 
ſhall they know which it is ? $1 | 

If Diſcipline hold the ſame courſe with Doctrine, and muſt be 
preſcribed by Gods Word , more.then one Form cannot be ad- 
mitted. There may be many errours, but one Truth; many by- 
wayes , but one right. But if in Diſcipline and Worſbip for cer- 
tain, and perhaps in ſome things concerning Government too, 
the Scripture have not ſo fully and eyidently defined, but ſome. 
doubts are left which require a further determination; Who (ball 
be Judges in this caſe ? Muſt we fit upon ell other Churches, and 
pronounce -gainſt them, uncalled, unheard? Or, ſeeing it is a 


point wherein they are all equally Gaben e ſball they be equl- 


ly admitted to Vote with us? And when they are all met, at 18 
| | i 7 
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by their Delegates, ſhall it be referred to moſt voices to deter- 
mine, Which Church 51 beſt Reformed? Then what if ſome two 
or three; nay , what if all hve equal voices, each Delegacy vo- 
tiug for their own Church, as it is moſt likely they will , who 
ſhall have the caſting Voice? We are now where we begun, un» 
leſs haply the /r7;/ Church will ſic down to the Engliſh, and ſo we 
may carry it by a double Vote. Or rather ſhall that Church be 
taken for the be reformed upon whom the moſt ſecond Voices 
do concur , the firſt being commonly the child of aſſection, but 
the ſecond the off· ſpring of judgement 2 So, not improbable but 
our Church might carry it again; for I could produce the teſtimo- 
nies of many Authours of beft note in other Reformed Ch: rches, 
very liberal in their commendation both of the Doctrine and Go- 

vernment of the Church of £xg land. 

Or if it were a thing eaſily to be agreed upon, which Church is 
the beft reformed, it might not be fie to ſwear Conformity to that 
example: the beſt that is, is not the b-ſ# that may be. The beſt 
exiſtent may have ſome errours a well as faules, and therefore no 
abſolu:e pattern for Reformation. What is beſ# to another 
Church, may not be bet for us. What is beſ# for one time and 
place, is not ſo for another. No neceſſity then to reform accord- 
ing to the beſt example, if it were agreed upon. And till it be ſo, 
it had been beſt for us, theſe troubles excepted, to ſtay where we 
were. 

I conceive the reaſon of this addition ( wherein they A leſs, 
having befote ſworn to reform according to Gods Word, after- 
wards ſwear to do it according to the example of other Churches) 
to have proceeded from the Score, who having no better plea 
from Gods Word than others, will yet challenge our Covenan- 
tert upon this Clauſe to declare them the beſt reformed Church; 
or otherwiſe why did they abjure their own , and ſwear to pre- 
ſerve the Scotiſ6 Church Government ? which though it be none 
of the beſt , yet our men have thus farre followed the Scotiſs 
Example, not of any other Reformed Church. Some want Bi- 
ſhops, becauſe they cannot tell how to have them, their Princes 
being of a different Religion, will allow none but of their own. 

Some enjoy the Thing under rr name of . 
3 ome 


* 
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Some tre willingly without them, becauſe ſetſed in ſuch a Go- 

vernment as they find moſt ſuirable wich a popular State, and 
darc not venture upon a change. But I have not heard of any 
Chureh, the Scottiſb excepted, which ever caſt out her Biſhops by 
violence, if they were of the ſame Religion, and vowed to root 
them out by the ſword, contrary to the Law and command of the 
Suprezm Magiſtrate. It Scotland be not in this an example to our 
men (as ſome of their Apologetiques profeſs they are not) then 
I am confident this courſe of Reformation is without example in 
— of men; I wiſh it be not without excufe in the eyes of 

od; 

III. In the next Clauſe I doubt the Seors have put another 
flor upon the reſt of our Covenanteers, who having got them 
firſt to ſwear the preſervation of the Poftrize; Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Government in the Church of Scotland, have induced 
chem ſince to vow their endeavours to bring the Churches of God 
in the three Kingdoms to the neareſt conjunftion end uniformity in 
all theſe particulars. For there being no means immaginable by 
which this neareſt Con junction may be obtained, but either by a 
mutual condeſcention of all the three Churches, or an abſolute 
ſubmiſſion of ſome two to the third: all hopes of condeſcending 
in Scotland, by the former part of the Oath, being taken away, it 
remains that the other two muſt totally fit down and ſubmit to 
the Scozs. Only endeavour fully to inform themſelves what the 
Doctrine, wor ſhip Diſcipline, and Government of the Scorniſh Kir 
is, and then they have no more to do but conform to it; | 

Again, Though a tolerable uniformity in all the three King- 
doms were much to be wiſhed, and by all lewfol means to be 
endeavoured ; yet the very neareſt conjunction is not fit to be 
ſworn. That excludes all variety, not only in Confeſſion of Faith, 
and Form of Ecclefiaftical Gevermmnent, but in rites of Forſoip, 
and rules of Catech;zing ; for if any difference be admired, che 
conjunction is not ſimply acareſt. 

Nor perhaps is ſuch an abſolute uniſermity morally poſſible. 
All men will never be of one mind: and therefore a mutual to- 
leration in ſome things may conduce more to the preſeryation of 
the Church then a violent conformiry. The Apoſtles times — 

t 


| (37) 

their differences; and ſolong — hold to one imwmoveable irre- 
formable Rule of faith (us Tertullian calls that ſhort Creed) Cete- 
ra jam diſcipline & cov erſationis, admittunt novitatem correllio 
nis. And it the neareft conjunition be not poſſible ſure it is riot ne- 
ceſſar y; if it were ſo, the Scripture, u ch is not deficient in neceſ- 
ſaries, would not only have propoſed fitting directories, but pre. 
ſcribed fer forms unto us, and limited the times, places, and man- 
ner of worſhip. Which our Saviour has not done, being willing 
(as it ſeems) to leave every Church at Liberty to conſult with ber 
own occaſion or neceſſities, and accordingly to conſtitute as (be 
ſhould find in Chriſtian prudence to be moſt convenient for the 
— * the times, diſpoſition of the place, and temper of the 
People. The uſe of which liberty we have both practiſed our ſelves, 
and allowed in other Churches. 

It muſt here be rememb:ed that this very thing which is now 
ſworn , to brivy all the Kingdoms te an uniformity , is nothing elſe 
for ſubltence then what was intended by King amet, and attemp- 
ted by King Charles; and that upon better grounds then now it is: 
they baving both more authority to enjoyn it, then the preſent 
Covenanteers can juſtly challenge; and preſumi g to meet with 
teſs oppoſition, then theſe have found. For, whatſoever bath been 
declared fince; the buſineſs which theſe two Princes went about, 
(to ſettle Epiſcopacy, and a Common form of Worſhip and Diſ- 
cipline in Scotland conformable to thoſe in England and Ireland,). 
was not at firſt affirmed by any to be fo deſttuctive to the Laws 
and Liberties of that Kingdom, as the now intended alteration is 
known to be ageinſt the Laws of England and ireland. 

IV. If the Rigbrs and Privilcdges of Parliament were ance 
truly Rated , which are here ſworn to be defended with limes au 
Eftates, we might be able to make a clearer judgement of the Law- 
fulneſs of this Oath, as to that Particular. But this being a tas 
which we peither dare undertake, ner can go through with, it will 
be ſufficient , and pechaps not impertinent , if we wave the two 
other Kingdoms, end take a ſhore view of ſome few particular 
— — to be due to the Parliament of Egan, and 
feewh hey be ſuch as the Subjects augbt to ſwoar the pre- 
ſervation of them. before that of Hu Majeftics Perſon, and the pub- 
lique Liberties, 1. As 
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158. 164. 
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dE.C.,P.655, 1. As a Councel they 4 challenge the priviledge to be adviſed 


with i a/d the great affairs of Church and State: whereas their 
Writ calls them onely to conſult De quibuſdam ardar. And His 
Majeſty is accuſed for breach of Priviledge, becauſe he did not ak 
their advice in ſome ſuch things. Yet ſometimes * H deſired it ſo 
much, till his importunity was voted a breach of Priviledge. Here 
he is in a ſirait, like that in the Oracle, Si fecero, peribo; ſi non fe- 
cero, vapnlabo. Not deſire advice, and break Priviledg: ; deſire it, 
and break Priviledge too. 

2. A Vote is paſſed in January f that to arreſt or detain any 
CHMember of the Commons Houſe, without fitſt acquainting that 
Houſe, and receiving Order from thence, is ſuch a breach of Þ:ivi- 
ledge 8s muſt be vindicated with life and fortunes. And yet a 
? Declaration is iſſued in November following,that n thoſe very 
caſes which were formerly in controverſie, any Aember may be ar- 
reſted by the ordinary Miniſters of Fuftice,and detained in ſafe cuſto- 
dy, till he may be brought to the Parliament. It will concern the 
Serjeants to be informed in what monechs this Priviledge is in ſea» 
ſon, and when it gozs out. | 

3. Another h Declaration ſpeaks in this manner, Though rhe 

Priviledges of Parliament do not extend to Treaſon, Felony, and 
breach of the Peace, ſo as to exempt the Members of Parliament 
from puniſhment nor from all manner of proceſſe and tryal,as it doth 
in other ca/es, From theſe laſt words we muſt inferr, that in caſe 
of Inceſt, Adultery, Fornication, Idolatrys Sacriledge,Blaſphemy, 
Schiſme, Hert ſie, Popery, Perjury, or what you will beſides the 
three excepted particulars , the Members of Parliament may fin 
Cum Privilegio, they are exempted from «ll manner of proceſſe 
and tryal. | 

4. I do not know the myſteries of ſome Priviledges,why they 
are ambicious to entertain Treaties with forraigne States, but 
when his Majeſty deſires the like, it ſhould be anſwered, ' We can- 
not do it by the fundamental Priviledge of Parliament. Why the 

People may take notice of their proceedings,but His Majefty may 
not without * a high breach of Priviledge, minde them of him who 
ſaid He Was nat wretby 10 be King. Why the meageſt Subject: 
ſhould be admitted to give in their rexſons againſt. eſtabliſhed 


wg 


* "33 
Laws and deſires of alteration 


as contrary to an expreſs AR of Parliament. Why in Sir Jobs 


and the King be l accuſed for ! Ib f. 55, 5c. 
breach of Priviledg, for deſiring them to retract᷑ a private Order, 


Hotham's caſe all * interception of Letters to the Parliament u Ib 56, 


ſhould be ſuch a bigh breach of Priviledge ; and now his Majeſty 
cannot ſend a Letter but ſhall be intercepted, nor a Meſſenger 
to 1 but ſhall be impriſoned, if not executed, by their Com- 
Mands. 

5. It is a new piece of Law, which our Predeceſſors were igno - 
rant of, that all Acts and Agreements made by any private Com- 
panies or Corpesations, by any Pariſh or County, nay by any par- 
ticular perſons,zre of no further force in Law then they are con- 


firmed by Parliament: and that co make any ſuch till the two 


Houſes be firſt cquaiuted, and their conſent obtained, a is an en- R cps 
trenching upon that peculiar Priviledge of Parliament, To bind 823. 


all or 4 part of the Kingdom. This was the ground upon which 
they cancelled thoſe ments made by the Lord Fairfax in 
York- ſhire, and the like by their adherents in Cheſhire, and decla- 
red, that they who made them were not b by them. 

6. The number of Priviledges in this kind may be infinite, yet 
we (hall be able to ſet bounds to the meaſure of them by their 
own Declarations, Where firſt the Kings coming to the Houſe 


of Commons is.” sffirmed to be the greateſt violation of Priviledg , x, n 


that ever was attempred. Secondly, His wiſhing he bad no cauſe to 


abſent himſelf from i. Hal. is taken as the greateſt breach of 4 1þ.p.100) 
Priviledg/ 7 Parliament that con be ff ered, And therefore (he 


former mu 
ſhall we think of choſe many leſſer, which have made a greater 
noiſe ? Let the Reader ſay, if be make any conſcience of his life, 
ot have any care of his Eftate, or bear any Allegiance to His Ma- 
zeſties Perſon, or any reverence to His Authority, or have any 
conſiderable portion in the publick liberty, whether he can wil- 
lingly,according to the tenor of this Covenant, (acrifice his life & 
I berty,his Soul and Eſtate to the preſervation of all and every of 
theſe Priviledges, and perhaps thouſands more which are not yet 
declared, ſo as to prefer the leaſt of them before the preſervati- 
on of the common Liberty, His * Perſon and Authority. 


4 
o 


needs be leſs: and if there can be none grester, Whaa 
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416.9. 33% For ſoit is declared, that the 222. Authority and Perſon can 
be no way maintained, but by upholding the power and privilidges of 
Parliam: nt. 4 

V. That paſſage where they ſweare the diſcov:ry of all ſach xs 
have bees or ſhall be Malignants, & Q. carries with it a probable 
injuſtice, and certain inconvenience. For it engageth every Co- 
venanteer not onely to be a common delator and accuſer of his 
B-ethren, but even of himſelf too, if he ever were or ſhall be any 
way guilty. The old Oath Fx »fficie, ſo long cryed out upon, as 
unnatural and injuft, that it was thought fit to be aboliſhed by an 

y For taking Act made this Parliament, was not half ſo bad as this new Oach 
away the high is. For by this a man ſwears to diſcover himſelfe, though there 
Commiſſion. he no common fame agzinſt him, never any ſoſpition of him, 
: though no Judge ever queſtion him, no other perſon accuſe him, 
though he be now re formed and have altered his reſoſution, yet if 
be was ever peccant, he is bound by this Oath to di/covey him - 
ſelf, that he may come to his tryal, and ſo receive condigne pu- 

niſnment. 

VI. That laft clauſt, to bring all to publique tryal tbat they may 
receive gondigne puniſhment, carries fire in the tail of it, ſufficient 
to conſume the bettet half of the Kingdom. It is but a ſmall mar- 
ter to tell their Souldiers,that if they deny Quarter to any Malig: 
nants in his Majefties Armies, they tre guilty of perjury A 

| pating-that tryel, which by this Oath tbey ſhall be brought co. I 
.-:41 hall rather apply my ſelf tothe Lordi and Common at Veſtmin- 
fer, who have already piſſed ſentence, f h all ſuch perſohr, as 

[Ex: Coll: f. upon any pretenct Whit ſot ver, a ſſiſt his Majeſty in abis War, With 
Horſe, Armes, Plate, or meny, are Traitors, unparalleld Traitor; 
and ought te ſuffer as Trairors and their puniſhment is here Vow- 
ed, #5 it was before threatned to be, ſpeedy and exemplary. How 
the King of Denmwrke, or the Prince of Orange will eſcape, does 
leſs trouble me; then to ſee the ſworn — theſe” Cove- 
nanteers, who have vowed the hanging of the greater part of this 
Kiogdom, and without any hope of _ or pardon, If it were 
0 be doubted which party'were guilty ofiTresſon, thoſe whom 


the King hath protlaimed, or whorh theſe Voter hie dewlared, 
} An out of quellioo, ther — :who- ſometinits a ſliſted the 
| One, 
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one, are now turned to the other fide ; many yet perhaps aſliſt 
that party with money, to which they are leſs cordially inclined; 


if all theſe, as they are declared Traitors for ſo doing »por hat- t Ib. 576. 


ſerver prezence they did it, muſt ſuffer the condigne puniſhment 
of Traitors, the Covenanteers will have as little comfore in the 
payment of this Vow, as Zephra had in bis. If the City be not ftar- 
tled at this conſequence, yet for pities ſake to their poor friends 
in the Country, who have payed Contributions to His Ma- 
jeſties Army, let them put on ſome bowels of compaſſion; let 
not judgement ſo farre triumph over mercy, 8s to vow nothing 
but pu»i/>ment, no pardon. Why ſhould they devote that little 
blood to the axe or the halter, which the ſword ſhall ſpare in this 
gaſping Kingdom? We have not forgotten him that told us 
what we now finde) they were not in a tight way that made 
choice of ſuch a Rubricke to their Reformation. And thoſe who 
Sit, and Vote, and Vow to puniſh according to thoſe Votes, may 
remember, if we be Traitors, it is not long ſince they were ſo; 
and it is not certain what they may be. | 

VII. When each wan has ſwor ne ro go before another in the 
example of a real Reformation, be is bound upon his Oath not 
to expect till a general Reformation be publiquely debated and 
agreed upon,not to forbear till be ſee wbetber the right rule will be 
commended to him in an orderly way,be muſt not ſtay for the com · 
mand of Authority, or company of his neighbours ; but where 
be conceives the Doctrine to be erroneom, the Worſhip ſu- 
perftitious, ot otherwiſe faulty, the Diſcipline and Government 
not ſo exactly according to the Word, be muit preſently fall 
aboard with his Reformation work, publiquely profeſs what 
his opinion is, and apply himſelf to the practice of that which he 
is perſwaded io bis on cobſcience is right and maſt endeavour 
to ſet up that Idol in the Church which he has already ere cted in 
bis own imagination, and labour to extirpate all that oppoſe it, 
and refuſe to bow down to it; that ſo he way go before others in 
the example of a real Reformation. And ſorely thoſe Brethren in 
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them judged lawful, now after they have ſworn, it becomes »e. 
ceſſary. And 1 wonder why the Presbyterians shed not be as - 
zealous in ſetting up their Government, and endeavcuring to 
before others in an exemplary way. I wiſh they woo!d begin their 
Reformation in London with extirpation of Schiſm, which it will 
be no hard matter to finde, and by that time it ſhall be extirpate 
out of the City, Religion and Peace may once again teviũt the 
County: 


CHAP. VII. 


That many things vowed in this Covenant are not poſible 
to be fulfilled, 


TY make good this charge, which is a further evidence of in- 
juſtice in the Covenant, as involving the tekers in do wa- 
right perjury, we (hall propoſe ſuch particulars as are either mo- 
rally or abſolutely impoſſible to be performed. 
J. That conſtancy of endeavour and zealons continuaxce which 
they ſweare to uſe all the dayes of their lives in the obſervance of 
Articles, is more then they can aſurezthe work of Reforma- 
tion may be longer, and their other avocations greater then they 
imagine , & in the interim of their thoughti, their endeavors may 
Rapee, and their cal remit. Beſides, the particulars of their Vow 
are ſo many, and of ſo different natures, 23 muſt needs diſtra& 
ed upon ſome, 


"I e 

much rig bt and p iveledge Wall intents und purpoſes concerning 
char Kingdom, a3 out Parfiement havin relation to Exgland. 
Thirdly, that whatſoever Rights and Priviledges have been chal- 
tenged by. our Lords and Common of this Parliament, are truly 
due unto them, and the King bound to admit of them. Theſe 
ſuppoſitions being granted, it cannot be denyed but the ſeveral 
Parliaments (all challenging as great Connfels to his Majelty, 
whoſe advice he muſt follow) may adviſe quny things repugriane 
in themſelves, and both or all impoſtible to be bearkered to. The 
nineteen propoſitions of the Engliſh, and the Scores D:mands in 
the Act of Pacibication, will ſave us the labour of erquiring into 
former times, or {training invention for poſſible ca ſes. 

1. The &ngh;fs adviie and require that no marris ge of the 
Kings Children be treated of without their notice, nor «or clu- 
ded w.thout their conſent, The Scores and Frif6 having e qual in- 
tere(t, eſpecially in the Princes Perſon, may require equal privi- 
ledge. But their publick national intereſts and affections to 
other States being different, their advice and reſolution will be 
fo too. The J- may adviſe and reſolve upon a Match with 
Spain, the Sroes with France, the Enxgliſp wich ſome other di- 
ſtinct Family. ; 

Again, The Scots demand that the Prince may reſide with 
them at ſome time; the Z»g/i& may require his continual xt ſi- 
dence at all times, at leaſt they may both exact ic at the ſame time. 
So when * theſe would have him at St amet, thoſe would have ener 
him at St Andrews. Such like for the King himſelf, much abont 3. 
the ſame time when the * Scots exact his refidence with them; þ . Puliamene 
the © Council of Ireland deſire his preſence among them, the of King Carle 
à Exylifs prot eſt, if he leave them, they will no longer ſubmit to AA. 27. 
dich lo as to be directed by any Commiſiionet.This mH lity f f c 5.168. 
will be more conſiderablo, if we reſitain it ohiy u the time of * © 3 
Parliament; at the ſame time 1640. there were three Par lia- 

, e ee eee eee 
» all equally require ngs Prevence z , 
when he is told bis abſence from Porlanwent is @ breach of prix Senn 
ledge, © againſt Law, againſt ancient Cuſtom agaioft his Oath 7 C of Pati 
Is it poſſible for him to nnn ert.. 
| F 2 Grant 


Grant him bia jyſt „ way. withom inconvenience 
rule all; but if the Supreme Power be in chem, be will have a 
hard task to ſerve ſo many maſters. * 
Secondly, if all the Patliaments be conſidered as Courti, and 
allowed for Supreme Judicatories in the ſeverall kingdoms, 
may not one of them declare Law againft another ? Surely yes 
we have a freſh precedent for it. The Scots were declared Trai- 
tors by the Parliament of Ireland, 1638. They were declared, 
f x. Parlis= loyal Subjects by the Parliament of Scorland, 1640. And their 
ment of King Actiont were condemned to oblivion by the Parliament of Eng- 
Charles. Act. [agd, 
$0, 3. Laſtly, if each Parliament be conſidered as the Repreſents- 
tive Body of the reſpective Kingdoms, with a power to enaR, 
order, or 0:dzin, whatſoever they ſhall hold fitting, or of pablick 
neceſſity, and the King be bound by bis Oath to paſs all tbe Bills 
which ſnall be preſented under that notion, as they have formerly 
4 4 before the union of the Kingdoms made many *contrariant Laws, 
Tecobi, ſo will they do again; for the interefts of the Kingdoms being 
cap, 1. ſeveral in themſelves, none having any mutual dependance or 
fuperiority above another, the titular union in the ſame King will 
be found ineffectual to reconcile their differences, if he be not 
Supreme in the old received ſence, but onely in the new. coyn d 
notion of coor dinate (as ſome)or ſubordizare Supremacy, as others 
wittily have ed. In any ſuch caſe of difference, whether 
in matter of Stats or of Law, a mutual preſervation of the Privi- 
ledges of all the Parliaments will be utterly impoſſible both for 
King and Subject; to preſerve one, is to deſtroy two. 
III. Every Covenanteer undertakes more then he is able to 
petſerms eben he ſwears, not barely te endeavyr,, ( 35 in other 
Articles ) havaRtually 20.afif and deſerd all. rhaſe that enter into 
tin Leagine; ue ie real and ks hem all lets and 
cgi dies vente agu it. Though they have a will to doit, yet they 
may want means to effect it. If they da not ſend's/itance to any 
Covenanteer when it is demgnded, or what they do ſend be not 
ufficient to end him they Fail io their Oath and were to 
blame they did not uſe the word oxdedtiowy here, which is fo care- 
fully inſerted is odbenplaces) 7 225 ⏑ 21 a gt "iy 


Iv. Nor ein the 7585 in be 2 rhe 7 
f het ſwffor fa // 4, 
nation ft, ir te. bf 5 27 2 


not in any mam powe? terbinder other met Roti ofith tie Fs 
tents they cin co perſwade him, ſc neither can d fotaſſy Hu- 
r thoſe Argatnents from lea vg an u His (04). 


Bender dily expetie6et of city Arttibg ft do Which 
they webe ſordt titties a1 2 cot 0 00 N. 4 
pen Hothars und others) chere ft Wy" J be” fo; 
in ſpire of any reſo{btib& to the tonttrery, Fh ih Hon, 1Ya- 
rice, piſſionꝭ or prejudice make tabs very g to Hate that 
paſs for true and good which they affect. and ſo fi: lt ſtagger their 
judgment, which at laſt fixes in a reſolution not to examine any 
grounds of the contrat part which be He. Yet the variety of 
ſucceſs may ſo much alter the face of things, the inconſtancy of 
bumine nature may ſo fer comply, the hight and evidence of 
the object may be fuch as will difpet ail thoſe miſts of the ut der- 
ſtanding, and prevail againſt any, obſtinscy* of ofhoion."\ But if 
= — — by this mo ſuch a —— PR Ng 
per ſuaſero, that agaioſt the light of their, own conſe! 

will Rill per: 15 the (0 antes, though they be 1. 
much 2 of their uolawfulgels, they do but add Hereſie 
N 3 Perfarys, | ee ee 0 a0. opinion after 

mari is convicted that it is F Cote to 2 —— 

ality of Herifte, and that wbi ſoppole the 
have (worn to extippate. 

V. Ir will not be denied, but if one part. of TCR Covenace, 
either in terminis, or by i AN contradict another, d aa it 
will be im dle to orm e what ale theſe 


but contra ? 0 ip, the threr 
Kingdoms ood pooch e a0 
then =: to hee =P "7. 75 = to reſarm it in 
two. 0 1 Ki ut ont. 
This they Wb ert Ee wth vor 4 1 
the Parliaments be, as they, c Nd, 


in the teſpective Kin 
to preſerve the glans 


ſwear. 
fr: ages of the Parliament? 
in 


in all three Kingdom, and then that 4 Delinquents ſpall be pus; · 
ſhed by the Swyream 7 ndicutories (of beth i.e.) only of two King- 
doms? No marvel if ſome parts be liable to con'radiion, when 
the whole Covenant is uſhered wich a groſs abſurdity, which has 
influence upon every ſentence init; when c one for bimſelf pro» 
feſſeth, We ſwear, &c: Indeed why ſhould one mia ſwear for all 
the reſt ? But what is this to ſalve the Solaeciſm ? How ſhall be be 
ſaid to ſwear only for himſelf, whoſe every word ia bis Oath in- 
cludes all others as much as himſelf? Theſe things being not cer- 
tainly poſſible, ought not to be ſworn. It is all one 85 if they ſhould 
ſwear they will not dye till they be old, nor be ſick till they dye. 


{ CHAP. VIII. 


That the taking this Covenant, aud other avowed Action. 


| of the Covenanteers,are in fact, contradiitory to the for- 
mall word: of their Oath, | 
N . 98 0 0 Kc * . 


Win the Civiliaut call Proteſtatis contraria fadto, (as if 
| one ſhould kill or rob a man and vow to do him no 
wrong) is a foul crime which infeſts many parts of this Solema 
Oach. The very act of taking or enforcing it, beſides many other 
svowetpriifes of thoſe that take it, docs xontradif the formal 
words of the Covent. 
I. So though they ſwear in all their ex2bvexys tö keep them- 
ſelves within the bounds of heir ſeveral plates aud callings ; Let 
if. we look upon the courſes they take we hall find nothing leſs. 
Who tre they who cin challenge ic as the propet duty of their 
rating ts ſet on foottbat Reformation vowed in the firſt, or that 
cen paios which'isthe matter of the ſecond Article ? If Religi- 
on andche-controverſies thereavent be a thing common to every 
vocation, therius that reftriQtion to ſeveral calings ſuperfluous, 
aud in a Solemn Oath; But if it be the more peculiar 


fasckiem of Ihe Clarpy; then why do öther men intermetle in 
aa dale ae cal FA ene ae Parlia- 
a- N r Wi e een MEYLAL -f oe een 
of 
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ment,wby:do our Aſſembly — Ne 4 Minifters of the 
Geſpei, Had in this work of Reformation ? —— — 
to doi arliament affairs Were the Biſhops caft out. that they 
mig talen in? What juſt calling can they pretend, who were 
ſummoned by bis Majeſty, to whom the calling of Eccleſi 
aſtical} Aſſemblies do in right belong. nor elected by the Ciergy, to 
whom the nomination of Members to ſuch Aſſemblies, by the 
cot ſtitution of this Kingdom does appertain ? 

So in the third and ſixt Articles, where they ſwear _—_— to 
aſſiſt and preſerve one another with their Ziver aud F fates, but 
with like reſtriction to their ſeveral Yoca: ions, Places and Callings, 
either moſt af thoſe who have actually taken up Arms in chiz quar- 
rel. Noble-men, Knights, Bu: geſſes, Butchers, Tapfters, Cc. are 
for ſworn, — that ſervice which is inconſiſtent with 
their profe z Or if they be not, then all the reſt of the Cove- 
naotets are, who of the ſame callings,have not put themſelvs 
in Aras, and aſide their Brethren with, Lives, 35 they are 
band 20 don i ir be not contrary.tatbeir, Galling,t,. 1A 
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theie uſorping a more then infalfibiffey and 
"b Lyſimackus their . —＋ char is called God: ( their a 
Nicanor, dimems of Rebellion and oppoſition ageinſt the Supream Magi- 


ſtrate, ) but that very power by which chi — — 
which they ſwear to preſerve in the third Article, is in t * 
degree properly Popery. I am ſure there is nothing in that 


c Diſcouiſe of diſcour ſe of the (e) Lord Brok ogeinft Epiſcopacy, which may 


Epil. Sed. x. not be apply ed here with more congruity. That power, which the 
c. 10 p. 54. & Covenant-mokers do pretend to, and Popery are all one ia re. 
de incepi. = have the fame Riſe, the ſame media of their progreſs, and 


e end. 
1. Firſt, (a) the Ne of P overthrowing Chriſts 
4¹b f. 59. Ordinances ; in Dodtrine/ne 8 Her dove: got ns Pope + in Dif 
cipline, s Pope ; This moſt ly belonging to Chriſte R 


Office, an Doctrine to bis Pro ; 
ä — ned Torah cad them, 


; dp jack cy wi 
ir ſing, (e) tell us bow Popes dealt 
; il pillow; nnder-elevs with ene band, theft them.” 
down with the nber, anif then trampled upon them; This can uo 
may be afficmed of our Proteſtant Biſhops : but whether our 
Atch-Covenatteers, —— — — 


Ib. p, 61. 


„ ee — 


hne, * That which they | 
. The Churob, The Church ; The Temple of the L, The T-mple 
of vhe Li by d arby ati 7 they come mark nearer 
n eſe #hey c. And bath nor rhe empty noiſe of R. I gion, Re- 
Ain, Reformation Reformation, | eighened the credit of the ( ove- 
nanteers in the opinion of the people, and ſo been made a ſtale to 
their equally Popiſh ambirious ends? 

4. Lafily, to prove the ends of Prelacy the ſame with thoſe of 


(43) Ex 
heave we faded in the $4478 is , | Ibid. 


r 


Popery, be fe, It cat be dewhiedbur by all theſe means they g lb. p. Gi. 


ame at the fame Enid (which is alſo the Poet] to pil down 4d . 
ther power, and ſex np their own, Nor is there any great cauſe to 
doubt whether the principal ProjeRors-of che Covenant ayme at 
the fike End, which they have already effected in too great a mea 
fare. They have (to their ability) pulled down all other power, 
both Regal and Epiſcopal; CR 
ien to ſertle the other, ns u prudential Government, in them- 
felves. We may therefore conclude this. difcourſe with the words 
of Our Author egainſt'Brſhops, Thus the Covenanterrs oppoſe,and 
| exch abenſetor abeve all rhe 2e Jugs worfipped: which 
Han 'Pogery in L 'of Impoſers; the ſubmirti 

to ſuch 2 power is iſh in reſpe& of their adberencs; an 

Obe eating as well as dhe erijoyoing this Covenant 8 farmal AR 
of Popety , und = nt ca” Fn to that vow to exrirpate 


I nerd vo other eben whar the ſame Author bath fra - 
i heſeT mighr convince the Covenant makers and Papifts,or the 
Pope, were all one. But the original fountain hence all theſe 
> = vertue and power which aRqzresthem in their proper 


command, nor command dm in the Pope: „ Though 
this, yet they may be Anrichriſtian. and ſo ſuch in Re x3 the 

.thongtrnovliterally Rewanifts Fort he, or they, whoever 
4 or protũditi the leaſt tirle tine or Dif- 
*vipline; mertly ex Iwperio 2 though the ling de fo com- 
_ 2 


anne], chix s papal, © 
ond tex ue yr thy te Ergee rom he Pope 


mands- 


my hand. not in theſe ching, 10 ff by agreeing 61d. p. 60. 
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- mand«(hall bappento be good x ſelf lor that which be forbids, 


to be evil, ) yet he, in his ſa command ing, ot probibiting. is not 
onely Tyrangical, but Anicbrijhay , properly eſriichriſtion, 
Enctoacbing on the Royal Office of Chriſt, which it .cruely High 
Treaſon againſt God, and moſt properly Antichriſtianiſm:, I care 
not whether we call him a Pope, Papiſi, Romanift , or any other 


name, I call him Antichriſt; and if you will call Antichriſi by the 


nime of Pepe, I call: ſuch imperiqus; Commander among us 


| (though they have no ſhadow. or depengapce on Rams. or the Re- 


miſo Cope) EAgliſ Popes, I mean Engï Antichriſts. a 
Nor is —— particular fancy of that one Lord, but is atteſted 


to be the (i) general Doctrine of all the Brownifs , who upon 


i Id. Sect. 2 
cap. 7. p.119. 
Proteſtation 
proteſted. pag. 2. 
Counter 
march, &c. 

k Vieꝝ ot the 
Cov. p.35. 


Covenant 
with a Narra- 
tive. 


theſe principles conclude Epiſcopacy to be a ragg of Popery, which 
we tax bee brooght home tothe gw doors, ard there 
cave it. QF EYINETTH 24520 ) 931 N. ＋ | = 
III. II Saperſtitios be(as M. Meocket defines it) Quicquid ſu- 
pra ſtatu um eff, All Religious obſervances which have oo com- 
mand in Gods word: every outward AR, ſigne, or circumſtance in 
Gods worſhip, which he has got er joined. An Oath being a pare 
of worſhip expreſl — Deut. 6. 13, and this Outh be- 
ing taken for a Religious end, if either the matter or any circum- 
flance of it be ſuch as God never required, it cannot (according to 
the Doctrine of the Covenanteert) I. from Superſtition. 
2 . — — —— Act uſed by — — — 
taking this Oath, where ( / ) each per/on by ſarearing 5: required 20 
Worſpip the great Name of G abs e ſo much ounverdly by 
lifting up.their hands ; has no more colourable warrant from the 
word of God by way of command, then bowing the knee at the 
name of eau, and therefore muſt be guilty of equal Superſtition ; 

and how great that is, M. z/þite (hall derermine.,,, 
2: Again, if the Vowes of their Religious Ocders in the 


Church of Rome be cobfeſſedly Fuperſt it aus I ſhall not know, how 


to clear this vow from the ſame imputation. 1. Their vow of vlun- 
tary poverty is not ſo much as the Vow of theſe Covenanteers.to 
ſpend not only their Eſtages, but their lives in purſuance of this Co- 
Fenant. Without all peradventure it is nd pore unlawful by the 
word of God, fot a Papiſt to part with pu Etate for 1 


3 (45 28 

end, chen fox a Proteſtant to devote his to the maintenance of a ſup- 
poſed — Cauſe,” 2. The popiſh Vow of Contioeney, what has ic 
more rs Vow of Obſtinacy? Never to ſuffer 
themſelves by whatſoever perſwaſion to be withdrawn from this 
Union, That is,never co be of another opinion or reſolution then 
not they are. It it no ſinue in any man to lit ſingle life and to 
contain, but for 8 mun to vow who has not the g. And may 
not the Covenanteers want the gift of Conſtancy, as well as ther 
men the gift of Continency ? Their own Confeſlor tells them ſo » 
(] Eſpecially Whew (as we this day) ſenſible of our -_y of 4% M. Nye la 
unfaithful heart, not fteedy with our Gol, but apt to ſtart 

Cauſe, bind oxy ſelves with cords, as a Sacrifice ro the Horns of the 

Altar. If this will ſerve to abſolve the Covenanteers, how ſhall 
the Vo of Contineney be condemned at their Tribunaſ, the mat- 
ter where of hath more approbation in Scripture, and the perfor 

mance of it is no whit more impoſlible ? 8 

3. The Popiſh Vow of Regular obedience to their Superiours, 

is juſtly condemned as Superſtitions. And is not as abſolute, as - 
blinde an Obedience required by the framers of this Covenant? to 
beleive all their Declarations, to obſerve all their Ordinances, to 
preſerve all their Righte and Priviledges , which are more un- 
known, and ſometimes more unjul then thoſe of the Cloyſter 2 
Yet the Covenanteers Vow to conſerve them with the 
hazard of their livee. +. If we ſhall adde to theſe more ancient and 
ordinary Monaſtick Vows chat fourth of the eſuites , the Vow 

of Miſſion,” whereby they binde themſelves to gos into whatſoe- 
ver Countrey their Superiours ſhall ſend them, fur the propaga- 
tion of their Religion; we (ball find ſomething not unlike it in this 

Vow of the Covenanteers, compared with their practice. By te 


row the his Speech. p. 13. 


ancient () Laws of this Land no man ſhould be compelled to goe , ; Ed. f. c. 


ouepf his own County, ſave incaſe of actual Invaſion;bar by their o E. C. p. 88. 
Ordinance of the AMilitia, and the ſeveral Orders of Aſſociation 359. 

and ĩnſtructions to their Lievtenanes,made by the prime Covenan- 

teers, all men are required to follow their Leaders, 4s well witlun 

their feveral Counties, as to other places : and thoſe pretended 

Rights , by:vertue whereof theſe commands are laid upon them, 

they here Vow to maintain = their Lives and Eſtates; wo 

£2 , . 
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cheſe duporiourt may, when they pleaſe, with equi authority and 
better res{on,employ into — ain, Italy. ot any other Pe 
Comnrigs; whitker, if they ſhall — —— to go 
dy the te dot of this Vow, for extirpationof Poer y, and unver- 
ſal Reformation of Religion. 

3. Laſtly, If wineſoever is not commanded by God be Sah 
fitirn (as they hold is) then if it were true that the 

were All of one Religion, yet there is no command for the mt 
enrer into ſuch a holy League. Beſide the Pacification ut Paſſan; 
concluded betwint the Prc8eftunys and — nt Geranany, 1571. 
_ &:enfirmed inn Die: 1555. generally commen ded by Pret an 

Writer the examples in Scriptare of 2. and Lubes, 7 :fondh 

and'thi Grbronicery e and: Hy: un, — prove that 
Lea ue betwex men of divers the Word 
of Gd. and therefote a [Zaguc berivixe |! — of the ſame Reti- 
gion, for ex ur pation of ſach Fare not of the ſame, is no way e- 
teu vy ir. So then this Covenant, e u that point, is Supra 
tat und thereſote Swp:1ftition. 

4 Pc if this ſin eor fiſt rather in uſing ſock acte atterſi urs, 
or eiteuniſtu res in Divine Wo:(hip;as are imcheir own mie 
way vpt to expreſs that honour which we atknowiedg to be due 
amo Gd, nor reducible to chat end for which we intend them; 
_ ſatelychen there may de Snperſtirion inthe inward as well an in 
the ourward act of Worſhup: and in narticular. 4: d,) ust mee] 
1 to be x piece of Superfhinen: for ting zeal beef 
its on nature apt ro bo reſerred to Gods Wo: ſnip. yer this qua- 
lified it is wor ; and then Fam geofident, as Dieg ener trade upon 
the pride of P/ave, fo manꝝ of our e Covenoat cers hero vo 


to ræri ra ſuperſtition with greater ſuperſtition . 


. clearing of that clanſe —— 

depends wportthe refolation: 

cennor here determine; — — e 

— und what not ? — — n — 

tit open bther — — — 

'groffcth his g fercy- ? be Church of * 
ot 


(47) 6 
other Judge in this point but Scripture j which will ſcarce coms 
home to | hav, for who ſhall give the ſence of Scripeure ? 


The Lord © Breok, has anſwered the queſtion aright, bat is true c Diſcourſ. gał. 
Deltrine the Scriptare or rather the Spirit wuſt judge; but me LESPST. 


Church will tal: for true Doctrine, hes only in thet Church: 

ont the Covenanteers, who ſhall Judge as tbe Church ? Io 
Seenland it is agreed, the general Aſſembly ; in England, I know 
not who, perhaps « — of ite Lay-Covenancee: 1. 
Such as ſhall be appoimed to conventhliniſters for greaching falſe 
Doctrine, and will not tick to cenſure him for Hereſie and Blaſ- 
phemy who ſhall call the Virgin Hey the Mother of God. 
T2 57rd, ü yarmobuerey. I muſk once more borrow the word 


the notion of 


by | 
Or ſuch 43 ſoall bereafter be or, Jndg- 
to be Hevoſie, | by the High Cont of Fenli men 
om mhe in their Convecauen. 
if che. words had been 8 


| da d 2 
— — — —— 
„ matter ot N ö 

ſhall beter know bow to Alan d gar 8 — 


1 
thar Honourable f. Author I un mentioned, So long «7 the Chareb f h 5755 
tion 


1 
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vr Cor it. 18, 
wma Vom of al“ afifance, which aN le in che Harb Arti: 


the prlacip | part af it an utter coridemnation of the Ch 


(48) 
dererminations, or our 1 and obedience to their cenſures. 
In the mean time we muſt entreat our brethren of the Clergy con- 


vened at Veſtminſter, to be perſwaded, that though the Lords and 


Commons in the Court were indeed the Parliament, yet they in 
ihe Cha ppel are none ofthe Coovocation. And ſo what Hereſig 
is, or what to be taken for ſuch, by any authotitative definition in 
this Kingdom, we are not like to hear in haſte. But if Terreal/iave 
Preſctiptions, or that Golden Rule of Yincentins irinenſis, 20d 
ab om bu, quod ubique, quod ſemper. & c. be of any ule for the 
trisꝭ of Hereticks, then we can tell whole Diſciples the Covenan« 
teers are, that ſwear to extirpate Epiſcopal Government. If Aerivs, 


for affirming that a Biſhop is nat above a Pre«byter, was generally 
8 — the — > mg then thicteen buodred 


years together, as well in the Eaſtern as Weſtern Church, for a 
down right Heretick, we can charge thoſe men with no leſs then a 
eontradiQtion, who with the ſame breath vow the extirpation of 
Prelacy and Hereſic. NNN e 
V. The caſe is. much alike concerning. Ch which i, 
near allied to Hereſie, that u St Pas, if be do not confqy 

them, makes that che neceſſity forerunner of this. But allowing 


the word for current in the common acxeption without any ſeru- 


pulous er quiry into the nature of it, we muſt inſer, 1, That this 
vow: of-the Covenanteers to extirpate: Seb3/p. i Fx 


cle*/' For being Mnowuly divided in, Geis rene concern! 
Church Government, they muſt be one to gnotber ape 
Schiſmat ques. 2: The meer taking of this Covenant, being in 


e 


glands. ind a fort Separation: ſrom it u Rralagign), (tg: 

iu cheit ſenc «Anrichriſtiex) ran be no — — 
vowed Schiſme, in reipeR of all ̃hoſe Gavenanterys,; ho for: 
merly held Communion with this Church : which, hig « true 
C''urch,: whereiq ſalvation wight he bad, ſuppoſe the: yortt, 
(which- Ldo not grant) tit there were forns, i her H 
crine, or me dna futmeſ in dex ſr ve. bh yet ſo load Y 
gre nœict ei rrquiced tod penſeſa thoſe-error mar 40. D Maſe 
practices (as; if we conlider Hs: Malling aa 4 


#5 
3 
fitting proviſiony for the eaſe of tender confriencts clear - 
- by they are not) an ſe from this' their Morher church is 
uttedlycarſlefy; and unleſfe by vertne of fomeExyiflative power, 
a new ſenſe be impoſed? upon the word, this is the preateſt 
Schiſme that ever was in any Church ſince the foundation of 
Religion. . F | 
If they had not broken jt already they might eaſily obſerve 
-this part of theit Oath for the future r 40 Oorp Cove- 
raft ſeſt imongſt Hemſeſye v vi Huch, if quickly follows, 
no Svhiiſme. Were it not ſo, I ſhould Wonder bow it comes to 
paſſe}, that after ſuch a ſolemn Oath for extirpation of Sc hiſme, 
and that not by publique Order, but where every one: ft go be- 
for a rorben in the examplio feu — be fou nd All this long 
time worthy to de extirpate wut of that great City, ere ſo ma- 
ny are known to be. Where all filth as have been 'acconnted 
Schiſmatiqes from our Church of Hug land either had their birth 
or have their breeding. Anabaptiſti, Brownifts of all ſizes, Sepa- 
ratills, Semi-Seperatifſf« Leamariſti, Barowiſts, olmſenians , Ain- 
fworth ines Robinſonians Wilkiwſonians; the ſeverall' Congregati- 
ons bf But Sm Holwife: Hancock; >Nevil,Pedder, eich of 


which (as 1 am{oformed:) tad their diffind formes of Separa- 


tion: the Ant inomiaus, Eatonians, Gringletonians and Familiſts, 
the Cotton ant Anti- ( vetonians, and whatfoever ſpreading 
-guaffes have bern tranipla ntaiſ from thoſe fruitfull ſeed- plots of 
: Schifme; che Colom rsof Nen Englaid rA - 

All theſ@were khn, by Head, ever whtnthe Government of 
the Church was in the hands of the King and Biſhops and ſure 
their number is nought abated ſince it was ſeized by the Cove- 
nanteers many Whereof have ſmall reaſon to ſwear the extirpa- 
rion of Schiſine;ainleſle it be o8t oſtheir own hearts. Which is 
Jo foule wm, that ſome of them eſves have confeſſed feroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, tor this ofily cuuſe, not for Idolstry, to be ſo 
often mentioned with chat odious Elogy, Who mad: Iſrael to fin. 
Aud congdering the geberall defection now made from the 
Charchi of Eaglaad, an che ſnallou ꝑtound s of this Separation, 
Ita les veto mind choſe men who ha ve had the greateſt ſtroke 


agoe. 


in ibeſe diviſions , of what * Jrencus weit ſo many hundred years | >* Har. 
AI H 4,662, 


a / 


x E. c. pag. 
859.860. 
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; men 
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280. The = ; wha e- 
ae ax rg vt; N 75 ans 
. 72 2 hes 2 ae. 46s "foriows hedy of 
Chriſt. Ry 1500 (7 pb rag agcaſion- eaking Pence and maki ng 
Warie, traly frdiving at a guat , a, [mallowing 4 Camel, Fur 
they can wake no —— Reformation, 4 nill be able to conMeenedile 


Dons: 


* nen Gal 
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but any Law be —— that it may be — „or any — 
ſhewedd that ever it was done by any free parliament, and we ſbal 
be ready to recant this poſition, In the mean time I crave leave 
to intimate in ſome few particulars hom the Coyenanteem have 
violated not only the ancient and;juſt Rights of Parliament, but 
_ thoſe very Priviledges of the laſt Edidon s. which were never 
heard of before this Seſſioßn. 

1. In relation to the King. who is the Headof chat great Hook 
the denying his Negative.in ma king of Lawes, the ſignifyi 
Authority contrary. to his Will, the doing many things. 
Him, which, ham geceſſary ſaver , he does not challenge any 
Prerogative to do without them ate ſufficient inftatices of their 
er uſurpations. Ae bi 

In xelation to the Houſe of Bm 'whaher were not their 
Priviledges invaded, when;fome of the TemporallLhrds were 
committed by. Me. Feunington. the then Lord M jet of Londen, 
and a Member of the Lower Houſeꝰmhen others of the Spiritual- 
tie, twelve Biſhops at a clap were ſmpeached and committed for 
a crime they were no way guilty of? that never forgotten breach 
of Priviledge, bis Via jaſties ĩcipeachment of the fiye embers 
was thus agg 8vated, 1 If ſuch an · accuſati beallowed , 
then it wula bein ube e nee. ex/p. of, Hu Au . fu 


private 


a 2 
. * 3 


* 


(*, 
,a nnder-prevenſfiont of Tf i ide away my 
— his ſervice in the Parliament, and ſe u — one After æno- 
ther e ke pleaſeth, and conſequently to mak? u P arliament whit he 
will, ben he will; TOE 1 ſueſſent alu Pri- 
viledge of Parliament, that the v being theveef r pendr upon it. 
— — — ben eb 
conſequence, depends in part upon the »ow vile and they juſt 
grounds of that accuſation. But whether in that more general! , 
and more cauſleſſe impeachment of choſe twelve Members of the 
Houſe of Peeres, the Projectom did not over act athe ſad con- 
ſequences at the former Diſceutſe v and tranſgreſſethat eſſential 
Priviledge upon which theiviny being of Parliament'was id to 
depend, I do not determine; Only, this is evident, the now 
Covenanting Commons ever ſince that time were able to make 
their Houſe of Lords do or ſay what they would when they wonld, 
Witneſle their ſeverall Counter-mands and croſſe Declarati- 
ons. The Lords declare the Lawes ſhould be obſerved , and the 
Common-Prayer Book uſed : theſe Commons declare, both ſhall 
be ſuſpended. The Lords declare, Tumult ſhall be ſuppreſſed, 
and the Authors-puniſhed : theſe Commons declare, there are no 
Tumults, and comtnand thoſe perſons ſhall be releaſed who were 
apprehended as the Authors. The Lords thought the ne Ordi- 
nance for the Acilitia unneceſſary-, and refufe to petition for it - 
theſe: Common: declare it is neceſſary , and ⁊ complaine of te 
Lords tor their refufall,, What would you more? In ſome caſes, 2 Ex. Col.p.19 
theſe men Order, a thas the Howſe of Peeres agree with the Howſe' & 59. 
Cm. MORT 6 X Ib p. 112. 
2. In relation to particular Members; It is ſomewhere con- 
feſſed by the Com. 3 cht b hey conn! gde away the Privi- b pig. 
tedg of thuw Membir without their conſent Sure the many affronts, * 
indigniticy; injuries, which ſeverall Members of that honourable 
Houſe have ſuſtained; in their Perſons, in their Eſtates, in their 
re«teQicasin je their dither Priviledgevand Liberties, were never 
done by heit gen onen r. 0 22 a 
254% Intelaxioa toe conſtitation of Parliaments, is not the 
freedorhe bf the plice and fafety of the perſons ſo abſolutly ne- WE 
ceſſary that c no Parliament can be without it?yet have not == E. Cres. 
7 H 2 | cen 


E. c. p. 156. 


(Fehn) 

been diſturbed and endangered'Þy tumuitnon Citizens? Have 
not ſome been expelled, others committed ſot b. ing ſo honeſt xv 
to Vote according to:their conſciences, but not ſo fortunateas to 
jumpe;with.che\ſappoſed: Sev/e wfche Heufe ? Mere mot their 
names poſted up, and theis lodgings: pocefied. who Nr uni 
ling to bavearhand in the. uſt Act or tia National T *If 
the publique demanding a 1;f of ſuch Lotos namis as diſſented 
in their Votes from the carrying party in the Lower Houle; if 
confining the whole Authority of hath Honſes to the pleaſute of 
a few per ſont under the name oa Committee fon · che ſafety: of 
the Kingdome, +nf0;whoſe ſecreta the reft- may not pt ſume ro! 
enquire; if the admitting of Commiſſioners from another King- 
dome without whoſe concurrent advice nothing muſt be a: ita- 
ted in this be not as totally repugnant to the nature of a free par- 
liament, as confeſſedly repugnant to all Precedents of former 
times; if all theſe things have been done , and yet no Priviledpe 
broken, then #54; Eu 2526; there will be no danger of break - 
ing Priviledge: , Hut if theſe were high violations of the Parlia- 
ment Priviledges ali the Covenanteers are ſworn to enquire after 
and puniſh the offenders wit hout reſpect of perſons. ' : 

5. I cannot ſce that thoſe who-hada ſpeciall hand in the crea- 
tion have evet had a. due care fox the conſervation-of many new. 
Pri viledges, They ha declared it tobe no ordinary , but a high: 
breach of Priviledge to d intercept, any-Letters or Meſſengers 
coming to or from the Parliament , have ſinee countenanced the 
interception of His Majeſties Letters, commanded theimpriſon- 


ment of His Meſſengers, and done enough to prove themfelyes 


either guilty of Priviledge-breakng , ot .naPaclament. Who if 
they ſhall pretend in cale of Priviledge;a5 they have done in point 
of Law, that whatever they do, or command, ot approve, how 
contrary ſoever it may ſeeme to be to their confeſſed or declared 
Priviledges, yet muſt not be taken for a violation of Priviledge, 
becauſe it is approyed by them in whom. the-Prividegilative pow: r 
is ſuppoſed to reſide, I confeſſe this might be urged with 

coherence to their other principles, norſhoujd I know well what 
to reply if / were not furniſhed out pf their Store-houſe, Where 
I find chem telling the King, A»guſt-25.. 1642, that till he have 


recalled. * 


( 53) 


d His Declarations and Proclamations , and taken down 

Aa ſtanderd, e they cannot, by the fundamental priviledges of 
Parliament., treat with him, Let, within a few moneths after, 
though the Royall Standard was not taken down, nor any Pro- 
clamations recalled, thoſe very men who before refuſed to grant. 
are now f petitioning for a Treaty, to His Majeſty at Colebrock, 
and we find them actually Treating at Oxford: Whence we con- 
clude , ſecing they did afterwards what they had formerly decla- 
red, by their fandamenzall Priviledges, they could not do, not 

in ſome caſes they poſſibly may, but in this particular, ac- 
cording to the principles of their j Declarations , they actu- 
ally did violatea priviledge of Patliament, and that a fundamen- 
tall ene. 

V 11. There can ſcarce be imagined any invaſion upon the 
Publique Liberty more manifeſt, or of greater conſequence than is 
the impoſing of this Oath by ſuch as have no Authority to exact 
it: & the ſubmitting to this uſurped Authority,is in all them that 
take it, a betraying ofthe Liberty of the Kingdame, We have al- 
ready proved that no new Oath can be impoſed but by Act of 
Parliament. I, 

Beſides, what can be more in prejudice of the Liberties of Eg 
Land, chen forcing all the Subjects to ſwear to defend the Liber - 
ties of Scotla/d and the unknown Priviledges oftheirFarliament? 
Are we not hereby made ſworn: vaſſals and ſlayes to another 
Nation ? Do we not give them a Supremacy over us ? or if their 
obligation be reciprocall, yet | doubt whether, in caſe they prove 
—— „that will ſerye to excuſe our perjuty. mw 

If by ſweating te preſerve the Liberties of the King dime, whey 
ſwear (as their g Expcligours-bear us in hand) againſt all. Ab- 
trary Power , whereby the Rulers will and pleaſure is made the; 
only Rule of the Subjects obedience ,_ their Oath ſtrikes at none 
more than the Maſter-Covenanteers, to whom I fear the deſcrip 


* 


tion in that Authour is moſt aptly fit ed, Nerv h ambitions, 


domineering Officers of the firſt Heads; 2 om „ 2 
VIII. Secing go Act of Parliament can be made without his 
Ma jeſties coplentyno nem at h impoſed uithout an Act of Parha- 
ment, their preſſing of this Covenant by any Ordinance, their 
| H 3 entring 


f 1b.9.745, 


g M. Mocker, 
View of the. 
Covenant. 


pag. 36. 


AA" we. 


nothing is impoſſible. 


—_— 

entring into Leapue with two Forreign Nations, and inviting” 
— joyn in the like Aſſociation, is ſuck a paſpable violation 
of the Kings Auitherity, which they ſwear to preſerve, and a 
contradiction ſo groſſe as none can reconcile,unleſs Hero whom 


IX. What is the whole Deſigne of the Covenant but a n- 
parent dividingof the King from his people > Or, which is all one, 
of the People from their King? What, but a ſowing of divifcy 
between the Kingdomes,by biring the Scots to take part in our diſ. 
ſenſions ? What, but a ſworne Faction a mongft the People If this' 
Land, being a combination of ſome who contefle themſelves nit 
to be the Kingdome ? and yet they would ſeem to ſwear againft 
all theſe in the fourth Article. 

That they who here ſweare againſt Faction and Di vi ſion ha ve 
been the Authors, and are ſtill the u>bolders of Di⁊ ſion, and that 
by Faction, is plaine from their conſtant refuſal to deſcend to any 
Treaty for accommodation, Firſt, when his Majeſty woocd them 
to it from Netingham, then when the moſt ſubſtantiall Citizens 
petitioned for it at London. Again, when in iy laſt the Lords 
remaining at Weſtmirfter did Vote for it; when the major part 
of Commons then pteſent did entertaine the firſt motion of it; 
when the many poor People and the weaker ſex did offer up 
ſtrong cries and tears for it: yet ſo potent was the prevailing par 
ty of the Common- Counceſ of Lenden, (of Maſter Penningron's 
election, and therefore at his deyotion)as not to ſpare their great- 
eſt Patriots; all their former ſervice could not prote& their 
names or perſons from the rude hands and rudert tongues of thoſe 
enemies of Peace; from whom the poor Petitioners found ſuch 
barbarous entertainment as pit ĩed me to ſer, & I rake no plei ſure 
to remember Nor need 1 mention the many pracioes' overtures' 
f om his Majeſty, that have been ſpurned at and rejected ſince. 
That which moſt irremovably pinnes the Faction upon the Co- 
venanteers ſleeves is-their enring into ſuch a League as tiiis with- 
Forreigners ; which they would never hive purchaſed at ſo dear 
a rate, had they confided in the native Forces of our own Ring: | 
dome. Beſides,the very gtound of the Conteſtation derides the 
Conttoverſie. The Covenanteers fight for Subverſion of the 

| Laws 
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(35) 
1 vergment eflabliſhed: ; bis Majeſty. ( as, by their 
| Foy or de is haund to do Nadi other 100050 for — 2 
Wege them: Say then, who are the Fa#ion ? Whether they g 
who willingly ſubmit to all Laws now in force , and are ready to 
pay equall obedience to all ſuch as ſhall be eſtabliſhed in a free 
Parliament, or they who not only deny obedience, but row to 
extirpate the preſent Laws and Government? * 6c 
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CHAP. 1X. 


That many particulars Vowed and intended by the Covenant; 
rere ſimphj andatſolutly unlamfull. 


H Aving already demonſtrated the iniquicy of the Covenant 
upon ſuch generall Heads of Diſcourſe, as by ſound conſe. 
quence do infer no leſſe; I proceed to the propoſall of ſuch 
other particulars as are found pries facie, without any help of 
dedu@ion', immediately unlawfull in themſelves. 3 
I. Such is the main matter of the firſt Article, if not of the 
whole Covenant, The alteration of Religion in Eng land and Ire- - 
land. Which if it were falſe and erroneous, as it is falſly ſuggeſted 
to be, yet being already ſerled by ſtandiag Laws in both King- 
domds,fuch 2 be King is ſworn to defend, as much, if not more, 
then dny othtrforany Subject by force of Arms to go about to 
introduce an alteration, however veiled under the ſpecious title 
of Reformation, is a thing not only directly contrary to the poſi» 
tive Conſtitutions of theſe Kiangdomes, and without warrant or 
example from divine Law, but utrerly aga nſt Scripture, Reaſon, 
the praRife of the true Church of God in all ages che may aonars 6 
of Religion it ſelf and the common principles of civil Policy. ee t0 li: 

I might for methods ſake parcel this Section, and ſhew firſt purpoſe, a 
that all fo:ce for Religion, Secondly ; that all force againſt the Solid learned ., 
King is unlawfull. But becauſe I find both ſwords united in the Diſcourſe , of 
preſent N of che Coyenanteers , I. ſhall not divide — pool | 
them in my diſcourle. E? 8 giſtrate bn 
I. Firſt, That to labour the advancement of Religion by way fam of Ke=- 
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of Force, contrary to eſtabliſhed Lone ind the Prince's will b. 
no warrant by way of command or approbation from Gods 
word, muſt be taken for granted, till thoſt ho ate 6therwiſe 
minded can ſhew the contrary;and will be needleſs ro perſwade 
if we prove inthe ſecond place that ir is againſt expreſsteRimony 
of Scripture. Our Saviour a profeſſeth his kingdom is not of this 
world, and addes, for then would my ſervants fight, Which words as 
they evince that it is Jawfulfor ſubjects to fight at the command 
of their temporalKing,tor the maintenance of his worldly eſtate, 
ſo do they inſinuate that Chriſts Kingdome being Spiritual, can- 
not, muſt not be advanced by temporall Armes. Þ The weapons 
of our ſpirituall Militia are not carnall , but Spitituall. We 
have no command from Chriſt our ſpiritualiy Head, e x & ſlay 
the common enemies of our Religion, but contrarywiſe to c pray 
for our per ſecutors, & not to reſiſt evil. Perhaps upon the ſame con- 
ceit of Gods glory and advancement of their religion they perfe- 
Cute us, as We vow to extirpate them. St. Paul out of the abun- 
dance of Zeal „ d T$giworigas , did at firſt e perſecute tlie 
Saints of God;yet not without f authority from the Magiſtrate; 
and therefore his caſe was different from this of the Covenan- 
reers;and he obtained pardon (ic was a fin then) becau/e he did it 
ignorant ly. Our Saviour left it not untold to his Diſciples, and in 
them to the Church, that the time would come that whoſoever Kil- 
led them would think he did God ſervice, thoſe, very murtherers 
had the glory of God for theit ends, but that could norexcyfe 
cheir actions. ts _ ; 
Heu, prime ſcelerum cauſa mortalibut agris, Naturam neſcire 
Dei) They were truly ignorant, of thoſe meanes which God re- 
quires ſor the advancement of his Kingdom, h T heſe things they 
will do, becauſe they have not knomn the Father, nor me. He will 
not have the i tares ex: irpate out of his field, the Church, till the 
time of harveſt and by the proper reapers.kM. Ny: in his exhor- 
ration to the Covenant, has made choyce of a text ſufficient to 
break the neck of it. He bids us be Zealowe, as Chriſt was, to caſt 
out all (he never caſt out any by fire and ſword) but let us do it in 
an oderly way, and with the Spirit of Chriſt whoſe ſervants we are. 
IT he fervent of the Lord muſt not ſtrive ( ſure then he muſt not 
1 | kill 
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kill and ao Log be gentle unto all men; (I hope Papiſts & prelates 
may paſſe for men, «pt to toach, (not to inforce) Partien, (not vi- 
olent) in merkneſſe inſtrufing (not in fierceneſſe conſuming, de- 
ſtroying, extitpating) thoſe that oppoſe, If Seditions, Tumults, 
inſurtections, Rebellions muſt go current for Diſcipline and Or- 
der;if the taking up of Atmes defenfive or offenſive , be a work 
of patience and meekneſſe , if the ſpirit of contradiction be more 
conformable to the Spirit of Chriſt then thar of ſuffering, the 
Lord be jud2e;for among men, great Authors are produced on 


both ſides. The chief Covenanters m call it a Spirit of ſlavery, & n m E. c.. 725, 
adviſe all to make uſe of tha? defence which Nature teac het h every a & 7:8, 


man to providifor But God in Scripture teaeheth no ſuch marrer; 


o he commands every man to be conformable” to the image of his , Rom. 8. 17. 

Sen; if we ſuffer with him, that we may be alſv gl. ed with , Tim. 2. 12. 

him. 1 Pet. 3. 14. 
3. Thicdly, this courſe is againſt the nature of Religion it ſelf, & 4. 16. 


Fot Faith, the ſoul of Religion, is an inward act of the Soul, which 
all the Tyranny in the world, that the malice of the Divel can in- 
vent, or the wit of man exerciſe, can neither plint where it ĩs not, 
nor extirpate where it is, It is the gift of God, freely begotten 
in the hearts of men, not by threats and terrours, not by tortures 
and Maſſactes, but by the quiet till voyce of the word preached: 
Suadenda, non cog nda. And therefore St. Paul, though a lawfull 
Governor in the Church, flatly diſelaimes any p devine ingpow- 
er over the conſcience As for the out vard profeſſion of religion, 
neither is that ſubject to force and violence. A man may con- 
feſſe Chriſt and his Faith in him, as freely in bonds as at liberty, 
as gloriouſly upon the Croſſe as upon the throne, Fear indeed 
may incline a weak conſcience to diſſemble his opinion, but can- 
not conſtrain him to alter it. Fire and Faggot are ſtrong argu- 
ments of a weak eaſe; un de niable evidences of cruelty in thoſe 
that uſe them: but ſlender motivesof credibility to beget faith in 
thoſe that ſuffzr by them. Liſtly for the external. free, and publick 
ptactice of Religious duties, chit I grant may b2 reſttained by the 
outward violence)of min, but ber it is ſo, ĩt is not required by 
God, ho never expe&s to reap what he did not ſow. 
4. Fourthly, it is againſt the conſtant commendable practice of 
I the 
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the true Church of God in all ages. The Saduces, though they de- 
nied the reſurrection, and many other truths in Religion, were 
rolerated in the Church of the Jews; and our Saviour convin- 
ceth them by ſtrength of argument, not of armes. The example 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles is beyond all exception, worthy our 
beſt imitation. When many of his Diſciples did apoſtate, he uſed- 
no violence to reduce them, but mildly ſaid unto the Twelve, 
q ill be alſo go away? When the Samaritass,who were of a dit- 
ferent Religion, neglected to entertain him, becauſe his face was 
towards Jernſalem , the place of the true Worſhip , he ſharply r 
rebuked thoſe ſons of thunder who would have conſumed them 
with a ſhower of fire. When Peter thought to have defended 
him by force againſt a ſudden aſſault made by the ſervants of the 
High Prieſt( the Miniſters to execute an unlawfull command, but 
imployed by the lawfull Ma jeſtrate) who by deſtroying the Ma- 
ſer had no other intention but to extirpare that Religion which 
he had planted, he commands him to ſpat up his ſword, for all 
that.take the ſword (though it be in defence of true Religion, 
yet il it be againſt che command of the lawſull Ma jeſtrate) tal 
periſh by the ſword. As himſelf was content to ſuffer an igno- 
minious Death upon the Croſſe, notwithſtanding he had power 
infinitely ſufficient to repell all the violence of his enemies, ſo 
did his Apoſtles follow him in the like example,treoycing in their 
life time tha: they were counted worthy to be beaten for his name; 
and Saint Pau reckons it for a ſpeciall grace and favour to the u 
Phillippians (dir &i Cc.) that they not onely believed in 
Chriſt, but ſuffered for his ſabę: and when they had finiſhed 
their coutſe, and fought the good fight of Faith, they gave up their 
lives a willing ſacrifice in getiimony: of the Truth of. their Re- 
ligon, | 4 a a 
n to this pattern was the conſtant, Doctrine and 
Practice of the Primitive Church, The moſt ancient Apolegiſts 
for the Chriſtian Faich, uſe this as an argument to prove the Re- 
ligion of their Perſecurers to be falſe, and theit on true : that 
ſtood in need of humane force to maintain it, but theits ſtood by 
the ſole poet of Cod. Padeatc cos calere i quos ip ſe deftndis, 
pudeat tutelam ab ipſis expectare, ques tu tuerit, Thoſe good 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians were content to truſt God wich the defence of his 
own cauſe, and indeed they dur(t do no otherwiſe;their Religion 
enjoyned them not to kill. but be killed for it. Nor was this for 
want of ability, but authority. They who beſt knew their own 
ſtrength, profeſſed to the face of their Adverſaries, that both for 
number and experience they were nothing inferior. It was in 
their power to have oppoſed, if their Religion would have 
permitted. One of them makes Peter pur this queſtion to his 
Maſter, (ur haberi præcipis g ladium,quem vetas promi! Niſi fer- 
te ut videaris potuiſie v indicari, ſed noluiſſe? 

Hence it came to paſs that when both ſwords were in a man- 
ner united, after the Emperors were converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith, yet Heretiques were cut off by the Spiritual, not by the 
Terrporal. The firit General Councels of Vice, Conſtantinople, 
Epheſus, and Chalcedon, condemned thoſe Arch-Traitors in Re- 
ligion, Aris, Macedonius, Neſtorius, Eutiches, but not to death. 
The Councel of Conſtance was the firſt that proceeded in that 
kind againſt ola Huſſe, and fcrame of Prague. 

Lafily, as the Harmony of Reformed Churches in theit pub- 
lique* Confeſsions doth not admit of any diviſion or violent 
reſiſtance againſt the ſupteme Migiſtrate, ſo hath it been the 
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conſtant Doctrine of all the Proteſtant Divines generally from 26. Scat. Ant. 
Luther, down till our times, and more particularly of this Church 4g. An. 37. 


of England, is may be more fully ſeen in the Exhortation to obe- 
dience publiſhed in Edward the fixth's days, and the Homily 4 
gainſt Rebellion confirmed by the Articles of our Church under 
2. Elxabet h. The contrary Doctrine being ever reputed pecu- 
liar to the worſt of Papiſts, the Jeſuites, and the practiſe of it 
made a Mark of Antichriſt. So as I dare aver theſe three laſt 
years have produced more ſeditious Pamphlets in that kind 
within this one Kingdom, then all the Chriſtian world ever ſaw 
before;to the ſhame of our nation, & ſcandal of our profeſsion. 

5-Fifthly,this courſe of violence is contrary to all experience 
of former times, by which it is found that Religion harh ever 
been better propagated by the ſuſferings of the true Profeſſors, 
than by force; perſecution to the Church, being like pruning to 
the Vine; as it was firſt planted , ſo bath it been watered and 
ructified moſt by blood, I 2 Sanguine 
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Ss'anguine — Eccleſia, ſanguine crevit. 
Not by ſhedding the blood of others, but willingly pouring out 
her own. The conſtant patience Martyrs was the moſt win- 
ning Rhetotick to petſwade others to the Faith; it being moſt 
likely thoſe opinions ſhould be true, for which they ſo willingly 
laid down their lieves:at leaſt, common pitty is a powerfull Ora- 
tout to perſwade with the people, (with whom the puniſhmenc 
makes the Martyr) that he whodſuffers hath a good Cauſe, 
Whereas ſhould he make reſiſtance to defend himſelf, or ule 
violence to compel others, that might be upon other ends, of 
profit, vain-glory, revenge, and what not? The perſecution in 
other places drove the Proteſtants hither in Edward the fixth's 
days, as to a common Sanctuary, which much advanced the Re- 
formation in England, and the cruelty of the Papiſts under 
Queen Mary was diſpoſed by the Providence of God to perfect 
the reformation both in France and in the Low (ountries ; whi- 
ther no leſs than y thirty thouſand rangers were baniſhed from 
hence for Religion. The flames of our Exgliſh Martyrs did but 
give more light to th: Truth the of Goſpel, which their enemies 
thought by that means to ſuppreſs; their Funerals were the 
mok effectual Sermons for the peoples converſion. The bloody 
Maſlacre at Paris ⁊ was found to advance the Religion in France, 
and the rigorous preſling of the Inquiſition made way fos catt- 
ing Popety out of the Low (onntries ; where the preſent to- 
leration of all Religions is acknowledged by the Lord 4 Brook, 
for a ſpecial means that makes ic floriſn. 

6. Sixthly, It is againſt chat innate principle of the Lay of na- 
ture, quod tibi ſieri nam dir, alters ne fecerit. Thoſe who plead moſt 
for extirpation of Heretiques , when it comes to be their own 
turn to be under the Croſs ſtand for liberty of conſcience, and 
declaim againſt perſecution for Religion as a thing utterly 
unlawfull ; ſo the very Jeſuites, Cardinal Allen, and Creſwell in 
his Philopaler. And ſurely if we will not ſuffer it from others, we 
may not uſe it ourſelves. ' 

7.Seventhly,it is againſt the Law. of our land. We have always 
deprecated he aſperfion which our adverſaries would caſt upon 
it, profeſſing we do not puniſh any Heretiques with death, but 
| Seminaties 
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Seminaries for Sedition and Rebellion, not for Religion, And 
here I muſt obſerve that the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment primo Elizabethe confeſs they had no means to free the 
Kingdom from the uſurped power and authority of che Pope, but 
with the aſſent of the Queens Majeſty ; ſo far were they from 
thinking it lawfull to raiſe Armes for ext:ypation of Popery when 
it was eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land. 

8. Eighthly, It is again fe common rules of prudence and 
civil Policy, to uſe that as a meanes to propagate, which is more 
likely to tend to the excirpation of our Religion; I ſpeak of che 
Proteſtant, which in the generality being not ſo populous as the 
Roman, if we ſhall extirpate them here, where we are ſttonger, 
we mult expect the ſame meaſure from them in other places 
where they are ſtronger : and then, in all humane probability, 
our Religion is hike to come to the worlt in France, Germany, 
Poland, and other Popiſh Dominions. If they ſhall take the 
ſame courſe, what can we have in equity to object againſt them? 
Si quis que fecit patitur, he is not tightly ſerved, 

9. Laſtly, it is utterly deſtructive to all civil Government : for 
if any be allowed to take up arms for propagation or defence of 
their true Religion, againſt the Civil Laives, and will of their 
Prince; whoſoever has a mind to rebel , may do it upon 
the ſame pretence. and ought not to be queſtioned by any hu- 
mane authority;for though they do but pretend Religion, yet it is 
impoſſible for any Judge to convince them of ſuch prerence ; 
nor can any thing be urged in defence of the true Religion 
which may not be made uſe of by a falſe, | 

II. The extirpation of that ancient Government by Biſhops , 
which hath obtained in Cg and ever ſince the firſt plantation of 
Chriſtianity in this Nation ; to which we principally owe the 
reformation of that Religion we now profeſs, of whichnone 
have been more zealous, more able propugners than our Exgli ſh 
Biſhops , who by their conſtant preaching of it, their learned 
Writings for it, their pious living in it, and patient dyiag for it, 
have ſealed unto us that precious Faith through which we hope, 
by the mercy of God for the ſalvation of our fouls; who have 
been che Founders or moſt eminent Benefators of moſt 
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Churches, Colledges, Schools, Hoſpitals, and other publick Mo- 
numents of piety and devotion, which have rendred this Nati- 
on ſo famous abroad, and ſo magnificent at home.Of whoſe Go- 
verment all the Clergy of this land have teſtified their ſolemn 
apptobation at their entrance into holy orders, and to whom all 
beneficed Miniſtets have ſworn abedience at their inſtitution , 
and therefore(t was Y M. Ba:ſkawes Argument) f ever they aſſet 
to the alteration of this Goverfnent they are really perjured. 
Which His Majeſty, and all his Royal Predeceſſors at their Co- 
ronation have by a more particular and ſolemn Oath voived to 
protect : which God himſelf by extraordinary bleſſings from 
Heaven{as King © James of bleſſed Memory cid acknowledge ) 
hath approved and ratified, Which by the Catholick conſent of 
the Churches of Chriltendome, both in Aſia, Africh , Greece, 
Ruſſi a, and other parts of Europe, that never acknowledged any 
ſubjection to, or dependence on the See of Rome, hath been con- 
ſtantly embraced, and the oppugners of it univerſally branded 
for Heretiques; which in moſt of thoſe few Churches that want 
it. by their beſt and ableſt Members hath been frequently defired; 
which of all other forms hath undoubted the belt title to divine, 
or Apoltolical inſtitution. Againſt which nothing is, or ever 
could be juſtly objected, but the humane infirmines and perſo- 
nal failin-'s of ſome particular men, from which no Government 
15.07 can be totally exempt. 

If it be not unlawfull to ſwear the Extirpation of this Go- 
vernment ſo deeply rooted by the fundamental Lawes of this 
Kingdom (both Common and Statute ) as Monarchy ir ſelf, or 
the new-named Soveraign Power of Parliaments cannot pre- 
tend to be built upon a ſurer foi.ndation, let it be piouſly and 
prudently conſidered whether the ſame Engines by which the 
Covenanteers would ſubvert the Government of the Church, 
will not be of equal ſtrength and fitneſs ro pullup the Govern- 
ment of the State. Suppoſe neither King nor Biſhop were of 
divine Right, certainly Parliaments are not. Suppoſe both Kings 


and Biſhops fail in the performane of their truſt, is there no ex- 


pe licnt , but the Government mult be aboliſhed ? ſure it is not 
impoſſible for Parliaments to be guilty of alike defaiker ; muſt 


they 


(63) 
they muſt be expoſed to the like juſtice > No Biſbop, no R ing, is 
granted to be an old received truth by 4 one who was none of 4 Ind Brook: 
the beſt friends to eicher Government. When I conſult with hi- Seck. 2. c. 6. K 
tory & experience,and behold the example of ſome Neighbour- 
Nations, I ſay no more, but Veſtigia terrent. A ſtrict account mult 
one day be given for every drop of Chriſtian blood that hath 
been ſhed in the common Cock-pit of Europe theſe fourſcore 
yeats laſt paſt, >” ; __ B. 
III. If it were as certainly true, as it 1s prodigiouſly falſe, that 
Epiſcopacy were an Antichriſt ian invention, and therefore fit to 
bz aboliſhed, yet it would concern out reformers to provide us 
of another Government before they take this away. If Chriſt 
did indeed preſcribe one ſer form to be perpetually and univer- 
ſally obſerved in his Church, and Epiſcopacy be not that one ( as: 
we contend it is) let our adverſa ies firſt agree amongſt them- 
ſelves what it is, and we ſhall then know ho to proportion our 
conformity to the author ĩty and reaſons of thoſe that enjoyn it. 
Or if it were left at large, in the power of the Charch, Catho- 
lick or particular,to ordain what form the ſhall think moſt con- 
venient,we (till demand, who that Church is, and what that Form 
muſt be here in Exglani? In the mean time this is certain in ic 
ſelf & generally acknowledged on all hands, an abſurdity ſo groſs 
as cannot fall into the imagination of any Chriſtian, that Chtiſt 
ſhould at any time be thought to have a Church without any Co- 
vernment;or that it ſhould be in the power cf any man (Ico 
not except a Parliament ) to extitpate the preſent, and ſo leave 
the Church void of all G vernment, Ie read indeed of a Law © Serinus apud 
amonzſt the P. tant, that after the death of the King there 8 00. Sc. 43+ 
ſhould be a five Cayes Ceſſation of all Li and Government, 
ive di Sour d ati toi Ba x, 6100 that the peopl: 
by that want might learn to know what a great bleſſing it is to 
enjoy the King and the Law. As the end was good, ſo in a civil 
Stare the thing was not injuſt. But in a Church the caſe is quite 
otherwiſe, | | 
The time was, when the Houſe of Commons took it for an f: remor- 
imputation caſt upon them by Mali:nants, againſt whom they fare. E. c. P. 
remonſitate to the Kingdom in theſe words f They infuſe into 0. 
the people that we mean to aboliſh all C hurch-government,& leave 
every man to his on n fancy for the ſervice and worſhip ef God: 
abſolving 
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ablolving him of that obedzence which he owes under God unto his 
Majeſty,» hom we know to be intruſted with the Eccleſiaſtical Lam, 
as well as with the Temporall, to regulate all the Members of the 
Church of Enolard , by ſuch rules of Order and Diſcipline as are 
eftabliſh:d by Parliament. Were that Houſe now turned Cove- 
nanteers, I ſhould ſiy thoſe Malignants, if they were bad Coun- 
ſellors, were good Prophets. Is not all that a preſent Truth, which 
is here laid down as a falſe aſperſion? When the Government by 
Arch biſi ops, Biſhops, Chancellors, Commu ſſaries, Deanes, Arch- 
deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſticali Officers, is, according to the 
te nour of this Covenant, utterly extirpate, if 4 Chu ch Govern- 
ment be not taken away, let them ſhew us what remaines; if every 
man be not left to his own fancy for the ſervice of od, let the m ſay 
what other rule the Covenanteers have to walke by, while they 
are in expectation of a new Directory. If the rules of Order and 
Diſcipline, by which the Biſhops did govern under the King, be 
eſtabliſhed by Parliament, and no other ſo much as pretended io 
to be; if his Majeſty require obedience to theſe rules, according 
to thoſe Laws, with the execution whereof, next under God, he 15 
intruſted, when the Covenanteers not onely refuſe to obey , but 
ſear diſobedience themſelves, and require the like of all others, 
if this b not, what is it to abſolve every man from that cbedionce 
which he owes under Ged unto his Majeſty? 
The ſame Authors told us at the ſame time, g Ye do here de- 
clare, that it it is farre from our purpoſe or deſire, to let looſe the 
gol len reigns of Diſcipline and Government in the C hu ch, & leave 
private perſons or particular Corngreo ations to rake up what Ferm of 
Div ine Service they pleaſe;for we hold it requiſite that there ſhould 
be through the whole calm a (orforn iy to that Order which the 
Laws :n'ojn, It the reines of Oiſcipline be not now let looſe a- 
mongſt the Covenanteers , in whoſe hands are they? If private 
perſons and Cong re gationt be not ar libetty, what Law do's reſtrain 
chem? If there be any new Form and Conformity eſtabliſhed, 
when was it enactec? Where may we find it ? nr 
It will be ſaid, though they have abjuredEpiſcopacy,b yet thy in- 
ten { to conſult with Div ines about ſetling another Form, moſt agree 
able to Cod. Mord, moſt apt to preſerve peace at hom:\and unity with 
Scotland. 
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Scar land. If it were not igainſt the Law of God to rob the Church 
of all Government, as it is againſt the Laws of t his Ki 
to abjure the preſent form, yet may ic well be thought to be 
againlt common policy, to endanger t _—_ » as we have for- 
feited the Peace, both of Church and State, by endeavouring to 
inttoduce a new Government not yet known of what ſtamp it 
is, not what effects it may produce. To forſake all antient and 
beaten paths, Et yova & auc ipitia præcolere, avida & plerunque 
fallax ambitis eſt, Great care has been taken for the culling out of 
luchDivines as were moſt likely to comply in their defires of in- 
novations; many moneths have they ſer aconſulting, and are yer 
as far from agreement as when they firſt met. If no form muſt 
be ſetled, but ſuch as hath a concurrence of thoſe three foremen- 
tioned conditions, it is probable there mult never be any ſetled 
at all. What is moſt agreeable to Gods word, next after Epiſcopa- 
cy, may be thought not moſt apt to preſerve peace,among lo many 
different Sects at hams, at leaſt not molt apt to preſerve unity 
with Scat land. The Scots are reſolved their form, and none but 8 
theirs, is according to Gods Word, i jwre divine, and perpetual : Fc f. 98. 
And the Members at min ſter were once of the ſame opini. 
on, ↄt willing to make the Scot believe ſo, when they told them 
k they concurred with their own judgement touc hing hureh Govern» : 
went, If ſo, vhat need had they to call Divines to conſult > Was & Ib. Coo 
it to be reſolved in conſcience whether they might lawfully to 
lerare what is jure did ius, and perpetual? or they were reſolved 
upon the concluſion, but the Divines mult find out the premiſes? 
Or which is moſt probable, they never were, nor yer are, nor 
perhaps ever ſhall be agreed upon any one Government: though 
they all conſpire againſt Epiſcopacy , as moſt oppoſite to their 
private Factions? For if we mult have no Govermnent but ſuch as 
ſhall pleaſe the ir part of the M:mbers at Veſtminſter, he- 
ther they conſult the Aſſem bly for faſhion ſake , or in ſincerity, 
we ate likely to have none at all. When Matter Speaker ſha'l put 
every particular Form to the Queſtion, the mor part, by reaſon 
of ciſtraction in affe&ion or opinion, not concurring upon any 
one, one by one they will alfbe voted out of doors. For example, 
Shall the Presbytery ſucceed? All the Independents, all thoſe that 
f * are 
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are affected to Epiſcopacy , all that are enamoured of any new 
platform of that prudentialGovernment by Lay Commiſſioners, 
will with one voice cry, Nor context. And ſuch like tor the reſt ; 
whatever form ſhall be propoſed , there will be three to one 
odds againſt it. Till this difference be recon. i] ed, i they will not 
pardon, I hope they may be intreated co reprie\ eEpi:copacy;and 
till we have either found a better (which we never ſhall) or be 
agreed upon another Government, Content: ſimus hoc ( atone. 
EV. But will erirpat ion of Prelacy be ſufficient to glut the 
malice of the Covenanteers? Nothing leſs, there is a clauſe in the 
Covenant, which is younger brother to the, Cc. in the Can- 
nons, of a large extent and more dangerous conſequence. For 
here they ſwear to extirpate all other eccleſiaſtical Officers de- 
pending upon that Hierarchie, That is, if they would ſpeak plain 
Ergliſh,all the Miniſters in Eng/azd that have been ordained or 
inſtituted by the Archbiſhops,or Biſhops, or have been induced 
into their charge by any Arch-deacon.lI hope 1 need not yet preſs 
the iniquity of this conſequence , but ir is requiſite I ſhew the 
truth of it. And let the Countrey know, that the moſt zealous 
Covenanteers in the City ate compoſed of Brif9niſts,. Anabap- 
tie, and other brethren of the Separation, who have conſtantly 
eraduced the calling of our Engliſh Clergy as Aut ichriſtian. It is 
the 29th. Article of their ancient Confeſſion, that not only the 


Schiſm of the Hierarchy, but The Prieſts and Deacons of England ordained by 
Brownilts.p. 78. Biſhops, are a ſtrange and antichbriſtian CM iniſtry nd OFF 1I- 


CERS mot inſtitured by Chriſts Teſtament, nor placed in or over 
his Church. Hence it was that when Maſter Ainſworthand his 
Company ſeparated from Mr.Fohn/o» and his Church, it grew 
to a Law ſuit betivixt them in «Amferdam who ſhould have 
the houſe allowed them by the City for their publick meetings. 
The Johnſonians objeRed, the other were Schiſmaticks; and 
the Airſworthians would needs prove thoſe were Apoſtates, 
chat they had fallen from their firſt Faith: particularly, that they 
had placed over them ore that was made Prieſt by a Lord Biſhops 
ordination, and had not ordained or impoſed hands upon him 
again, contrary to. their 29. Article; as alſo againſt the 32. Ar- 
cle of their Confe ſſion, which teſtifieth that all ſuch as 1 
rece ive 


(61) 
pecei ved any of thoſe falſe Offices of the Lords Biſhops, are to p1ve- 
over and Are fte Aker of the — to Mae 
James h:s Retreat, endeavours to prove the Church of England 
a falſe Church, and to deny ſome fundamental points of Doctrine 
by this Argument; becauſe it denieth Chriſts Kingdom and 
Prophecy, .inaſmuch as it appointeth men to prophecy , to preach 
and adminiſter the Sacraments by vertue of a calling which (hriſt 
hath not appointed; for the calling of the M miſters of England ;s 
by the preſentation of a Patron,by the wnflitution of 4 Lord Biſhop, 
and by the induction of an Archdeacon, which are the meer inven- 
tions and devices of men. Therefore the out ward calling is falſe and 
hamane ; wherefire as it was anerror fundamental in Feroboam 
Charch, m that Prieſts were made after his deviſing: ſo is it an error 


fundamen il and corruption ejſential,to make Biſhops, Prieſts, and 0 


Deacons g» hich have a deviſed Office and form of calliag eſſenti- 
ally diff ering from that which God left iu theChurch for = calling 
of his Officers ana Aliniſters. I he Minifter muſt renounce his cor- 
rupt calling by the Biſhop , and enter by the true calling taug ht by 


m 2 Chron. 13. 


,10. 
1 Kings 12.31 


Chriſt. An let this be ſhewed by any Mint ſter of any pariſh of En- 


gland, you c-11. If not hen are they Hl not truly called, ſo ns true 
Miniſters of Chriſt iu regard of ileir calling. I have laiddown 
this tenimony more at large, hai I mischt ſpate the producing of 
any more to the ſame purjoic out of the writings of Barrow , 
Coche, (a e, and other Separatitis ; with whom nothing is more 
frequent than to condemn our Miniſtry for Antichriſtian, and to 
make it no leſs than Idolatry ro ſerꝝs God in and by ſuch a deviſe 
ed Minſiry. 

How many Di:ci-les theſe men have in London, and how Or- 
thodox this Do&rince is amongſt the Covenanteers, we may 
gueſs in part, if we call to mind Maſter Barton, or who elſe 
was the Author of the n Proteſtation proteſted He put the que- 
ſtion to our Eng !:ſh Cletęy. What if the calling of the Miniſtry 
it felf ſtouli prove a price of popery? And referred it to their 
conſideration , # het her they were able to prove themſelves the 
Mini ers of C hriſ” lawfully called, when all of them do imme- 
diately derive their Miniſtry from the Amichriſtian Hicrarchy,or 
Papal Prelacy, as the ſole foundation thereof, This Doctrine found 
ſo much countenance even in thoſe days. that neither the book 


K 2 Was 


np.3.& g.] 


1 8 
wis thought fit to be cenſured, nor the Author to be queſtloned, 
though his Majeſty complained of it more then once. And whe. 
ther the Independents, to whom the ſpirit of expcunding is mot 
familiar, will not hereafter, when time ſerves, expound thoſe 
words of their new Covenant, 4 Eccleſiaſtical Officer; de- 
pending npin the Hierarchy, according to their old wont of all 
the Miniſters ordained by the Lords, Biſhops, and hat will be 
the conſequents of ſuch an expoſition( which] forbear to preſs) 
let the whole Clergy of E- glad, and the reſt of the Kingdom , 
conſider and beware, 

V. To ſwear or endeavour ſuch an Extirpation of Biſhops , 
Deans and Chapters, as is aimed at by the Covenanteers, is not 
only unlawfull by the poſitive Lay of this Kingdom, but as in 
the hizheſt degree ſacrilegtous, utterly againſt the Law of God. 
To prove which, I ſhall premiſe theſe undoubred grounds of 
truth. Firſt, that it is o lawfull for any man to do with his own 
what he pleaſe, ſo he do not miſemploy it to a bad end.Second- 
ly,that by the Law of God,any man may diſpoſe of his means as 
well, if not better, fora pious uſe (as the encouragement of 
Learning, for maintenance of Religion) to a body ſpiritual in 
ſucceſſion, as to his Heirs or Executors,or any ſecular corporati- 
on. Thirdly,that by our Laws the preſent Beneficiaries (Biſhops, 
| | Deans and Chapters, Cc.) have as true a propriety in their 
AQs 5.4. Church means, as any other perſon hath in his lay-Fee. 4ly.thar 

what is once devoted to a ſacred uſe, cannot without Sacriledge, 
be converted to a prophane. To which purpoſe I ſhall not inſiſt 
upon any teſtimony of Scripture( as having been ſufficiently done 
Sir Hewy Spe!- by p others) but only quote (what will be in ſome mens eſteem 
mai de non tem. of more Force) the determination of an Exgliſh Parliament 2 5. 
1 Ed. 1. Which declares that lay menſthey ſpeak of themſelves 
credly Handle as a Parliament) have no authority to diſpoſe of the goods of the 
M. d, Coal Church; But ( as the holy Scripture doth te ſtiſie) they are com- 
from the Altar. ftted only to the Prieſts to be diſpoſed ef. 
D.Gardiners From hence I ſhall infer , Firſt,thar, ex plenitud ine poteſtatis, 
— — Sa- for a Parliament to deprive any one Biſhop, Dean or Prebend of 
* his preſent maintenance whereof he is legally poſſeſt, unleſs it 
be by way of puniſhment for ſome perſonal delinquency, is as 


bizh 
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high injuſtice as to diſſeiſe any othet man of his free hold wich- 
out cauſe. Secondly, that though Biſhops, Deans and Chapters, 
Cc. ſaving the Right of propriety to the preſent Bꝛneficiarie, quo 
jure quave in ur ia, ſhould be aboliſhed for the future, yet to con- 
vert their means ftom 4 Reli ious to 2 ſeculàr uſe, contrary to 
the known intentions and will of the Founders, cannot be ex- 
cuſed from down-right Sactiledge, and would be the ready way 
to bring upon us and our poſterity all choſe fearfull execrations 
with which thoſe lands were at firſt devoted to God and the 
Church , and we ſhould drink up the dregs of that bittet cup of 
Gods wrath and diſpleaſure,of which it is to be feared, our fore- 
fathers ſupped too deep. The Lords and Commons at Heſtmin- 
ſter, in their q Ordinance for humil iation, confeſs the Idolatry and 
blerd-ſh:4 in Q. Maries dayes to have a more immediate influ- 
ence upon the deſtrution of this Kingdom. for which to this very 
day was rever ordame | ſuch a ſolemn publick and national ackrow- 
l:dgement of thoſe ſins,as might appeaſe the wrath of that jealous 
God, againſt whom, and againſt whoſe people, with ſo high a hand 
they were committed. I do from my heart ſubſcribes to this Con- 
feſlion.But may I not add from Paul, Thou that abhorreſt Idols, 
committeſi thouSacriledge?May we not fear thit the Sactiledge of 
King H-»r:es days cryes as loud for vengeance in the ears of the 
Almighty, as the Idolatry of 2 . Mary; this may ſeem a ttanſi- 
ent fin , which dyed with her perſon,bur that is (till intailed up- 
on our Poſtetity. And we have never had any Solemn National 
acknowledgement of it, or publick humiliation fot it, The poor 
Kick of $c0:/an{ may in this be a pattern worthy our imitation, 
which enjoyned a general fait throughout the Reaſm,for appea- 
ſing of Gods wrath upon the land for the crying fin of Sacriledg. 
It is not very many years ago, ſince a Learned * Srites-man of 
our own, obſerved the Lands of the Church did paſs in valuati- 
on between man and man,at a lower rate then other remporal- 
ties; and he thought all the Parliaments ſince the 27. and 31. of 
Heury 8. to ſtand obnoxious and obliged to Cod in conſcience,to 
do ſomewhat for th: Church to reduce the Patrimony thereof : 
ſince they debarred Chrifts wife a great part of her Dowyy, it 
were reaſon they ma (e her a competent Joynture. But we have lived 
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to ſee them of another mind;I py Get they do not bring up- 
on this land the ſad effect of that u ancient Prophecy, Ar utter 
deſolation by a forraign ignoble Nation, for our treaſon and con- 
u H. Hunting tempt of Gods Houſe, That which ſome of latter times did ex- 
ton. ib 6. R pe& to ſee fulfilled upon us, when they obſerved our fins, like 
Higden lib. 1. the iniquities of the Amorites , almoſt full and ripe for judge- 
cul. ment, and told us the time was not far off. 
4, — I do ſeriouſly perſwade my ſelf, that not a few of our Cove- 
enſin. 15316. . 
nanteers, if the truth were known, do flomack more at the 
means, then at the Government of the Church. It is neither 
the calling, nor the perſons of Biſhops or Deans, but the Bi- 
ſhopricks and Deanaries that are Antichtiſtian and Malignant, 
and ſo they were fairly poſſeſſed of theſe, they care not whe- 
ther rhoſe fink or ſwim, If the Preabytery were as rich as Epiſ- 
copacy, and this as poor as that, the caſe would quickly alter, 
and the holy Diſcipline be in danger to be turned out of doors. 
It is not conſcience, but intere(t that makes Prelacy have ſo 
many back friends. It is therefore declared that the publick debts 
ſhal: be paid out of the Eſtates of Delinquents and Malignants , 
by which they profeſs they underſtand in part all Prelates and 
their Dependents. This, if it were true, might be ſome ground 
in juſtice and reaſon for the Sequeſtration of that temporal right 
which theſe men have in their Eftates;bur none at all for aliena- 
ting the perpetuity to a ſecular uſe ; unleſs God himſelf be a 
Malignant; of whoſe Patrimony his Miniſters are only »ſ# fru- 
ctuarii: Or ſeeing the Covenanteers pretend to fight Gods cauſe, 
therefore they will make him pay their wages. If the men be 
peccant;they plead no exemption, no impunity ; ſure the means 
is innocent. 

; The Scripture is more x expreſs in requiring Ho/pital:ty of 
Tim. 3, 2. Biſhops then of other men, and therefore in congruiry never 
Tim-15. meant they ſhould be ſo ſttaitened in their abi ities, They ace in- 

jurious to God, ho think he would expect to reap mor plenti- 
fully, where he ſow'd more ſparingly. If the portion Nigned 
by him to the Levites under the Law, may be any rule to jurge of 
the Miniſters competency under the Goſpel;thcir revenues will 
be found much above the proportion of their Brethren. 
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It will not be ſo proper for this Diſcourſe to infiſt much upon 
any politique conſiderations for conſervation of the Churches 
patrumony ; as the conſtant revenue which it affords to the 
Crown,by Tenths, Firſt-fruits, and other annual charges; the or- 
dinary ſupply by way of Subſidy, or che extraordinary by Loans 
and Bene volences, wherein the Clergy are ever rated above o- 
ther Subjects in proportion. The fair and free Eſtates which their 
Tenants enjoy under them upon eaſie terms, not racked by ſuch 
- oppreſſions and exaftions as are uſually complained of from 
other Landlords ; the many poor Officers and their families 
which ate ſuſtained by them 1n a liberal and ingenious way ; the 
great edge which they ſer upon Students in Divinity, ſo long as 
they remain the prize of vertue and induſtry : the grandeyr , 
weal h and reputation, which the Cathedrals occaſion to the Ci- 
ties,by the frequent reſort of ſtrangers, and others who have 
bufineſs to the Chapters. Bur if they ſhall upon any pretence 
be ſwallo ved up by thoſe Harpies who gape after them, the Ex- 
chequer will quickly find the want; the publick burthens will 
lie more heavy upon the common people; their Tenants 
will be reduced to the hard conditions of other Neighbours ; 
their under - Oſſicers with their wives and children, if they can- 
not dig, muſt be enforced to beg; th: poor will miſs of theit 
almes ; and when the reward of piety and learning is taken 
away, nothing but Barbariſm and Ignorance will ſucceed in the 

lace, | 

8 If nothing that hath been ſaid will move with the Covenan- 
eets who have conſpired the ruin of this louriſhinz Chu ch, let 
them examine, whether their intended rapine upon the means 
of this be not dire&ly contrary to the Do&rine and Diſcipline 
of the Church of Scotlaud, which they ſwear to preſerve, Their 
grand Reformer John Knox y letter upon his death-bed com- 
mands his brethren of the Aſſembly at Sterling, with ſirengrh in 
Gol, to gainſtand the mercileſſe devourers of the patromony of the 
Church, If men will ſpoile, let them do it to their own perill and 
condemnation, But communicate yte not with th-iy ſinner , of what« 
ſeever eſtate they be, neither by con/ent, nor yet by fence, But with 
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innocent of ſuch robherier, which will ere lang provoks Gods ven- 
geanc? upon the (onawitiers thereof , whereof ye will ſeek redreſs 
of God ani man, The firſt x Book of Diſcipline defines the 
Churches patrimony to conſiſt not only in all manner of Tithes, 
but ix all things doted to hoſpitality in times paſt, with all annual 
rents bath ta Burgh and Land;and declares all thoſe who had got 
any of it into their hands, to be thieves and murderers, Their ſe- 
cond a Book of Policy is more full in ſetting forth that pattimo- 
ny, and concludes, that totake any of it away, and convert tothe 
particular and prophane uſe of any perſon, is deteſtable ſacriledge 
he fore God. One of their b Aſſemblies appointed M. Robert Point 
to write a Treatiſe againſt Sactiledge; and c another laments 
the growth of it, to the utter undoing of the Church, and ſlaying 
of the planting of the Goſpel ; te the overflowing of the land with 
Artheiſm,and all kind of vice; there being above four hundred Pa- 
riſh Churches deſtitute of the Miniſtry of the ird by and about 
the Pariſhes of Argile and the Iſles. + f 
Let then our Covenanteers. be well aduiſed, if not for Juſtice 
ſake to the Governours of our Church, if not for charities ſake to 
their Dependents, if not for Honouts ſake, as they expect to 
heat in other Nations and after ages, yet for Gods ſak2,for con- 
ſcience ſake, for their Oaths ſake , for the docttine of Scotland 
ſake, let them not rob the Church under colour of reforming it. 
VI. I muſt here ſubjoyne by way of appendage, that conſider- 
ing the King at his Coronation hath bound himſelf by Oath , 
to defend the Rights and Liberties of theClergy in general, and 
more patticulatly of the Biſhops, if he ſhould give them up for 
a ſacrifice to the will of their adverſaries,and upon any ſug-eſted 
grounds of policy paſs away their Rights without their conſent , 
( which they are bound in conſcience to conſerve)thouęh in ſuch 
a caſe their Allegeance ties them not to reſiſt, yet (with humble 
reverence and ſubmiſſion be it ſpoken) I know not how he ſhall: 
ſtand excuſed before God or man from the foul crime of perju- 
ry; and therefore it muſt be unlawfull for any to endeavourto 


force his aſſent to an act ſo contrary to his Qath, as is this intend- 
ed by the Covenant, 5 


For clearing of this poĩnt, I ſhall grant, firſt, that no Oath is 
obligatory 
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ligatory beyond the true intention of it. Secondly,thar any Oath 
talen for the benefit of another may be releaſed by the conſent 
of that party for whoſe behalf it was taken; or otherwiſe it may 
not, * chough ic be to the Takers own loſs. Hence I infer, firſt. + To this pure 
that the Kings Oath for the preſervation of the publick Lawes poſe ſeg |} = 
of the Kingdom, doth not bind him preciſely to the perpetual the Oach af 
obſervance of all thoſe which were in being at the time when he te Princes & 
firſt took his Oath, ſo as to exclude his conſent to any future al- G 
teration; but only ſo long as regularly they continue in force: joſh. x1. 15. 
and that when the Lords and Commons in Parliament, as tepre- though not ap- 
ſenting the Kingdom, ſhall petition for any alteration, the King, proved by che 
if he ſee cauſe, may conſent unto it, notwithſtanding his former — 
Oath, as having a relaxation from the Kingdom to whom he fach af i. fe- 
ſwore. But ſecondly, his Oath to the Biſhops and Clergy, being verely puniſmd: 
not a publick bur a particular one, he cannot, ſalvo juramento , ed by God him- 
without their conſent, give way to the making of any new Lam ſcl. 
in derogation of their liberties which he hath ſworn to defend. k. 
The Subje of the Legiſlative power in any State, though by 
reaſon of the Supreme jus dominii over the perſons and goods of 
all the Subjects, he be above Law, yet will not that make him 
above his own Oaths and promiſes to particular perſons. For 2 
Lay gives a tight againſt the La- givers, only ſo long as ĩt is a 
Lav, that is, nc longer than till ic pleaſe them to repeal it. But 
a Promiſe or Oath made to another, gives right againſt him that 
made it, as long as the Greditor pleaſeth. Were it not thus, the 
publick Faith paſſed by the — and Parliament were of leſs 
value chan any private mans bond, they might void it when they 
pleaſe ; all promiſe of pardons granted to Rebels or other De- 
linquents might be reſcinded , and no ſecurity could be had by 
them, The reaſon I conceive to be this, the King here, and ho- 
ſoever in other places is the Subject of Supreme power, though 
they be originally free from any engagement to inferiour Sub- 
jects, yet (if they will) they may in ſomethings bring a reftrainc 
upon their abſolute Supremacy , #»»/qui{que poteſt cedere jure 
ſuo, as well for the advantage of particular perſons of their own 
Dominions,as to Princes, or people of another Nation. Which if 
they do, their own act ſhall bind them; in juſtice, if it pq 
L 2 bare 
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a bare promiſe; but in Religion and Conſcience, if ic be con- 
firmed by an'Oath deliberately taken, and the matter ir ſelf be 
not unlawfull, For this ſuperadds a religious band unto God, 
from which they can neither free themſclves, nor any other ab- 
ſolve them, unleſs thoſe in behalf of whom it was taken do re- 
leaſe their intereſt, If this were not ſo, no Oath could be bind- 
ing unto them. ; 

I will not deny but ſometimes there may be juſt occaſionffor a 
King or State to make uſe of their ſupreme power to the pre ent 
prejudice of particular perſons,as in caſe of invaſion to deſtroy a 
private mans goods, that they may not come into the enemies 
hands ; bur then, I ſuppoſe, they are bound in conſcience and 
equity to make him reparation out of the Common-wealth for 
his private loſſes, deducting ſo much as he for his part ſhould be 
liable co bear in the publick charges.Which if they ſhall reſuſe ro 
do, and will uſe their ſummum jus to another mans injury, there 
is no remedy in foro humano, but they muſt anſyer for their in- 
juſtice at a higher Tribunal, 

Here is now the caſe of our Engliſh Clergy ; the Biſhops , 
Deans and Chapters, Cc. have not only a preſent perſonal Eſtate 
in their Baronies and other Temporalities , as good in Law 
as any Freeholder in the Land; but the body of the Clerg 
have a perpecual Right in ſucceſſion; both which his Majeſt hath 
by many reicerated 4 Proteſtations voived to maintain;and by the 
folemn e Oath at his Coronation(which hath been ſo often preſ- 
ſed to other purpoſes )ſworn to keep the Laws, C uſtomes and Fran- 
chiſes granted to the Clergy; to mr and maintainto the Bi- 
ſhops and Churches committed to their charge, all Canonical Privi- 
Cans due Laws and Juſtice, and to be their Proteitor and De- 
fender to his power, as every good King in his Kingdom in right 
ought" to protect and defend the Biſhops and ¶ hurches under their 
Government, After the ſolemn emiſſion of all which Oaths and 
Proteſtations, as it were a great ſin if his Majeſty upon temporal 
ends or by-reſpe&s, without any offence of the Clergy , ſhould 
put their perſons out of his protection, much more if he ſhould 
cancel all their ancient Rights, and alienate their means, the 
thought whereof his righteous ſoul abhors 3: ſo they cannot — 

excuſe 
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excuſed from the guilt of perjury, whoeither by ly inſinuations 
ſhall go about to incline, or by armed force labor to compel him 
to the breach of his Oath. The former may be the practiſe of 
evil Counſellours, the latter is the deſign of theſe Covenan. 
teets. I will not define, which are more inexcuſable; their ends 
may be the ſame , the main difference is the means, and this 
it is; theſe would extort injuſtice from their Soyeraign , thoſe 
would perſwade him to it, and ſo by making him leſs unwilling 
would make him more guilty : if the God of Heaven, in whoſe 
hands are the hearts of Kings, do not, (as hicherto he has done) 
ſtrengthen him with ſufficient Grace againſt the ſubtilty of the 
one, as with power againſt the violence of the other. 

VII. If all the particulars in the ſecond Atticle were indeed 
criminal, yet they ought not to receive equal puniſhment; much 
leſs ought all perſons without reſpett, whether truly or ſuppoſed- 
ly guilty of them, be (as is here vowed) in liłe manner extirpate. 
Nature hath made a difterence in crimes; Religion and Law ad- 
mics of a diſtinction betwixt perſons, but this Oath confounds all. 
Divines were wong to diſtinguiſh of Papiſts, betwixt Sedxcers 
and Seduced; Heretiques and their Ad herent,; thoſe the Laws 
have ſentenced to death, but allotted to theſe a milder animad- 
vetſion, as of whom it may be true which Salvia» ſpoke of ſome 
Arians, affectu pie opinionis errant, But from theſe rigid Cove- 
nanteers a ſeduced Lady mult expect no more mercy than a pro- 
feſſed eſujte. Nay, the King himſelf if he be bur prelatically af- 
feted , mult look for no bettet meaſure. By theĩt on confeſ- 
ſion his perſon is in danger. It we look back upon hat paſſed be- 
twixt his Majeſty and the two Houſes upon that occaſion, e ſhall —_ ._ 
find them thus reaſoning againſt his going into Ireland. f If your | Abril 10. 
Majeſty ſhall go, you will very much endang er the ſafety of your - 2 ; 

Royal Perſon, _ Which will be ſubſett not only tothe caſualty f 15 
War , but to ſecret pratlsſes and conſpiracies ; eſpecially,” err 
Majeſty continuing your Profeſſion to maintain the Prote ſtant Reli- 
gion, which the Papiſts are — y bound by their Covenant to ex- 
tirpate. Now then, his Ma jeſty continuing his profeſſion to main- 
tain Epiſcopacy, which theſe men are generally bound hy their 
Covenant to extirpate; ſhall not bis ſacred petfop,by the fame 
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conſequence, be ſubject to the like practiſes, from them who 
have added this claufe more then the Papiſts had in their Cove- 
nunt to extirpate all Without reſpect of -perſons ? | 

' The conſequent hereof is a thing in it ſelf ſo horrid and injuſt, 
that the ſober Writers againſt Monarchy , have not been aſhamed 
to profeſs, that be the crimes of Kings never ſo prophane, yet 

their. perſons ought to be ſacted, not to be violate, not to be 
touched. And ſome of the moſt active Well-willers co the 

6440 have granred thus much truth to us, that difference in Re- 
igion makes no difference in the Right of Kings. 

The Lord g Brook, proſeſſeth, he is not of their Judgement who 
ſay, None that are without the pale of the Church have right to 
any thing here below, but clearly CONCENVES a heat hen Emperor ma 
be as lam full a Monarch as any Chriftian Prince. And I ſhall ſub- 
ne& this reaſon to it; becauſe Temporal dominion reſpe&s men, 
as they are men in a civil politique capacity; not as they are Chri- 
ſtians, Papiſts, ProteRants, of this or that Religion. We need not 
fetch precedents from forreign Countries, the approved practice 
of out own Kingdome will confirm us in this truth, After 
the death of Edward the fixth , when the Proteſtants could fee 
nothing in Queen Mary bur what threatned ruine to their per- 
Tons, aud ( if it were in her power) totheir Religion too, yet 
they never queſtioned her tight of ſucceſſion to the Crown, = 
cauſe ſhe was a Papiſt. Nor did the Papiſts upon that ground 

_oppoſe againſt Queen F1izaberh in the firſt Parliament of her 

isn. 

lf it be needłull to add any examples from Scripture, we ſhall 
there read that divers Kings of Iſrael were Idolaters, h Solomon , 
Amaziah, Manaſſeh, Amon, ind though the i Law was punctual 

that Idolaters ſhould be put to death, yet we ſhall never find that 

either the people did, or the Prophets exhorted them to at- 
tempt any thing againſt the perſons , or to withdraw their Alle- 
geance from the Government of choſe idolatrons Kings. 

This preſent Oath then is in that particulor injuſt, becauſe ic 

. provides not for the ſafety, but implicitly vowes the deſtrution 

of his Majefties perſon, in caſe he be thought obnoxious to Pope» 


.£1, Prelaty, Swperft it ions Hereſie, Schiſm; ot Prophanemeſs : all 
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which the Covenanteers ſwear to extirpate, withont reſpett of 
erſont. 
: 5 III. Thoſe Mal ignants or evil —— whether truly 
ſo cilled, or falſely ſuſpacted, mult all be brought to their trial 
and receive puni ſhment, as the degree of their off ences ſhall require 
or deſerve , or the ſupreme Fudicatories of both kingdomes, or others 
having power from them for that effect, ſhall judge convenient. So 
as, though the ſuppoſed offence of a Mal:gnant do not deſerve to 
be puniſhed without confiſcation of his Eſtate , with death, or 
bands, yet if it require it, or if the ſupreme Judicatory, (what 
that means, I do not queſtion) nay, if any inferiour Judge delegate 
from thence, ſhall think it convenient, be the crime what it will, 
never ſo ſmall, never ſo great be the law for puniſhmene of it, 
never ſo expteſſe, all this is not conſidetable, theſe Judges are not 
tied to any rules of Law , but convenience. If they think la the 
killing of a thouſand men ſhall be leſs capital then the cut- 
ting of a dogs neck. Treaſonable words againſt a worthy 
Member ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed , bur againſt the King they 
ſhall paſs unzeproved. What though there be lels juſtice, there 
is more convenience in the killing and flaying all ſuch as are made 
5 2-2 is Vote, then in diſcouraging ſuch as are Traicors 
by Law? 

For any Judicatory to arrogate à power of puniſhing offen- 
ders, meerly as they ſhall judge corvenient, and condemning them 
becauſe they will though the degree of the off ence do not ſo deſerve, 
is moſt tyrannicat-and in juſt; and. to delegate ſuch a power to 
others as they cannot challenge to themſelves, is to propagate in - 
Juſtice for convenience ſake; In this Covenant ſuch a power is 
pretended to be due to ſome, and deriveable upon others,and all 
the arbitrary exorbitant ſentences, which either thoſe ſupreme , 
ot theſe delegate Judges ſhall think fit to paſs all the Covenan- 
teers ſwear to endeavour, 
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CHAP. X. 


That the Covenant is repugnant for thoſe general ends for 
which it is pretended to be taken, 


Aving diſpatched the Efficient and Material, we proceed 

Þ to examine the Fial Cauſes of the Covenant, which are 
ſet down in the Title and Preface to it; they are (we confeſs ) 
very good in@hemſelves,bur ſuch is the Nature of the Covenant, 
thit the taking or obſerving of it, is either inconducing to, or ut- 
cerly inconſiſtent with thoſe propoſed Ends, and therefore un- 
lawfull. 

I. The firſt main End is pretended to be here, what in Truth 
ſhould be the ſupreme End of all humane actions, The Glory of 
God. However ſome ſeduced Zelots may have an actual intenti- 
on of referring this their Oath to that end, yet the thing in it ſelf 
being incapable of any ſuch relation , there cannot be a greater 
profanation of Gods ordinance , or indignity offered to his Ho- 
nour, than the abuſing of his Name to unlawfull Acts, Ati Deo 
"ut fruamur mundo. They Who leaſt reckon of his glory are moſt 
ready to make uſe of that pretence. All the Popes Bulls thun- 
dered out againſt Princes, did evet begin, as this Covenant 
doth, with a Nomine Domini, Having before our eyes the glory of 
God, There is nothing more certain, then that the fintul de- 
vices of men do not conduce to the glory of God. 

II, The next general End is ſaid to be Religion, pureReligi- 
on, à common cloak for Rebellion in all ages, — Seprizs olim, 
Religio pep rit ſceleroſa atque impia fatta. 

The Sicilian Veſpers, the Maſlacre at Paris, the Gun- powder 
Treaſon, were all, forſooth, pretended to be for the adlvancement 
of the K ing dom of Chriſt, for the reformation and Defence of Re- 
ligion. By which I ſuppoſe the Covenanteers underſtand the true 
Proteſtant Religion in oppoſition to Popery. Yer I am confident 
this courſe of theirs tends more to the advancement than extir- 
pation, not on yy of Popery properly ſo called, ef that Pope 
lich every man hath in his own belly, but even of Kewiſb Pope- 


ry: 


ö 
ry; and ſerves rather to confirm that Antichtiſt in his Throne, 
then any way to weaken his force. Iam quite of another mind 
then 4 Mr. Henderſon, had the Pope of Rome known what was 
done that day, when he made his ſpeech at Veſt minſtt er, it would 
have made his heart dance for joy, to ſee the Proteſtants mutually 
vowing the deſtruction and extirpacion of one another. 

Hoc Ithacus velit, This is not the way to unite our ſelves againſt 
the Common Enemies, b who are the better enabled by eur divi- 
ſions todeſtroy us all, When Bears and Lions go together by 
the eats, it is victory to the Shephe ard if both be deſtroyed. 
We are now doing that of our own accord, which the Pope with 
all his arts and induſtry could never bring about, He prayes for 
the continuance of our Wars, as the eſtabliſhment of his peace, 
with that old Roman, Mane at, quæſo, duretque gentibus, ſi non amor 
noſtri, at certe odium ſui, Quando, urgentibus Imperii ſatis mbil 
Jam pre Mare fortuna ma jus as pt quan hoft ium diſcordiam. They 
ho, in cold blood pronounced the peace and quiet of the King- 
dom to be the e only viſſble means under G od to preſerve the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, if they now ſwear no peace, but utter extirpation 
— Jurata Nepo:1bus Arma ſure the care of Religion is 
the leaſt thing that troubles them. | 

This then is one means whereby the Covenant advanceth Po- 
pery, confeſſed and viſible, our diſtractions amongſt our ſelves , 
there is a ſecond more cloſe,which I doubt the Fe/wires and other 
Emiſſaries make as much uſe of, to the ſeducing of weak ſouls. 
Namely, that the Covenanteers here in England have left, as to 
chemſelves,no viſible Church, no known. rules of Doctrine, no 
ſet form of Government and Diſcipline , and therefore they be- 
gin in London to erect new Church-Societies according to every 
mans fancy and humour. This is falſe for the main ground, for as 
our King, ſo our Church, is ſtill the ſame, Nunquam obſcura no- 
mina, licet aliquando obumbrentur. Both under a cloud in ſome 
places; but though they do nor ſhine in their full luſtre, yer are 
they not ſo darkened, but any may ſee them, vho do nor wilfully 
ſhut their eyes againſt them. 
J mult not repeat, hat I have proved already, that this reforma- 
tion intended to be brought about by the Covenanteers, (as it is 
already 
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already begun) by force of Armes, raiſed by Subjects agai che 


Law, to which they ow, and the Prince to whom have 


ſworn obedience, is a thing not only unwarrantable, as contra- 
ry to the word of God, che nature of Religion, the practice of the 
true Church in all ages, and the experience of former times , 
but even againſt the rules of prudence and civil policy. 
III. The third End propoſed to this Covenant, is the Honour 
and happineſs of his Majeſty and his poſterity, Where the King 
mult of neceſſity be underſtood in a perſonal, not in a politique 
capacity, for in that only he can be ſaid to have poſterity,in this he 
never dies, No for his ſpiritual happineſs it muſt be granted, 
the many injuſt provocations from theſe Covenanteers have af- 
forded him ſufficient matter of Chriſtian patience and meekneſs, 
for which he may expect a more eternal weight of glory in the 
heavens,having on earth had ſo deep a ſhare in that royal vertue, 
Bene facere & male audire. But how far their former actions and 
ſo in likelihood their preſent intentions, are oppoſite to the per- 
ſonal Honour, and temporal Happineſs of his Majeſty, let them 
ſpeak and the world judge. If 4 whatever violence be uſed a*- 
gainſt any that exerciſe the Aſilitia, cannot but be taken as done a- 
gainſt the Parliament; by the ſame reaſon, whatſoever is done or 
ſaid againſt thoſe that execute his Majeſties Commands, he cannot 
but take as done againſt himſelf : much more thoſe aſperſions caſt 
upon His Anſwers, Meflages,Declarations,Proclamations,and o- 
ther avowed actions of his own, tend immediately to his diſho- 
nour. The ſcandalous e imputations upon his Government, forged 
in the ſame ſhop with this Covenant: the defamations and inve- 
vectives againſt his Perſon, ſuggeſtions againſt his ſincerity in Re- 
ligion,if not countenanced never puniſhed, though often com- 
plained off, were theſe to his Honour? The ſeifing and detaining 
of his Towns, Forts, Magazine, Navy, Houſes, Children, was this 
for his Happines?DireRing their Cannon more eſpecially againtt 
that part of his atmy at Edge- hill and Newbury, where his Sacred 
rſon was known to be, was this for his Safety? If theſe things 
diſhonourable in themſelves, it matters not by whoſe com- 
mand they were done; that doth not alter their nature, and make 
them ceaſe to be ſo, Whether their thoughts of his ——_ and 
olterity 
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Poſterity'be ſo full of Honour as rhey here give out, we ſhall be 
glad to know by their fruits hereafter ; and, unleſs thoſe reveal 
themſelves to the contrary, ſhall not further queſtion the truth 
of 'their pretenſions. 

Iv. The fourth End of the Covenant is Liberty, The com- 
mon frontiſpiece to all popular Rebellions. Libertas & ſpecioſa 
nom ina pretexuntur 3 nec quiſquam alienum ſervitium & domina- 
tienem ſibi concupivit, ut non eadem iſta vocabula uſurparet, 
Wbat a precious conſerve of publick Liberty, what a Soveraign 
Antidote againſt any growing Tyranny this Covenant is like to 
prove (which is principally enjoyned for the ſupport of thoſe 
mens power, who, undet pretence of defending, have already de- 


Rroyed whatever had the face of liberty by an unheard of Tyran- 


ny) may be eaſily diſcerned by preſenting ſome ſe of their ex- 
otbitant invaſions upon the common liberty of the Subject. 

I am unwilling to be ever beating upon that harſh ring , the 
Liberties of the Clergy, which by the f Laws of this Land are 


none of the leaſt, Suffering the people to abuſe the Biſhops that 12 c 


they might complain,and chen puniſhing them for complaining : 
turning them out of thoſe walls where they had ſat ever ſince 
there was a Parliament in England: uſurping the power of the 
convocation, in tefuſing to paſs ſuch Subſidies as they had freely 
granted, and impoſing others upon them without their conſent ; 


Determining without and agaivt their advice, in matters of Re- 


ligion and Eccleſiaſtical cognizance: Subſtituting intheir place o- 
ther Factious ſpitits, neither choſen by the Clergy, nor approved 
by bis Majeſty ; diſperſing printed Tickets, inviting all men to 
accuſe them, and publiſhing to the world the moſt odious extracts 
of choſe accuſations. before any proof made of them, or the par- 
ries appeared to their anſwers;a thing as full of ſcandal to the Re- 
ligion of the accuſers,as of in juſtice to the parties accuſed, Fine- 
ing, Impriſonine, Sequeſſting, and depriving them without any 
due proceſs of Law ; all theſe and more I could preſs, but if the 
Liberries of other Subjects have been preſervedencire,I am con- 
rent the Clergy ſuffer, 


We have been informed at large by the g Houſe of Commons g 1 Remon* 
wherein the Liberties of the Kingdom conſiſt , and how they france of the 
were infringed before this Parliament, If there be any particular date — the 
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mentioned by them, herein the Coyenanceers have not equat- 
led or exceeded all former pretended violations from the 
Crown, let our ſenſe of the preſent confer with, our memory 
and experience of the former times,and freely pronounce, whe- 
ther that Remonſtrance had more of Hiſtory or of Prophecy. 

Thoſe diſtempers which before aſſaulted, never till now over- 
whelmed and extinguiſhed the Liberty, Peace and Proſperity of this 
Kingdom , nor weakened and undermined the foundation and 
ſtrength of the Royal I hrone. 

The forced Contributions upon the P ropoſitions are executed 
with more cruelty upon refuſers, then any monies formerly taken 
up by Commiſſions of Loan. | | 

The Petition of Right and Priviledge of Parliament have 
been inſufficient to protect either other Subjects, or the Mem- 
bers of that great Councel, from Fines, Impriſonments without 
Bail or Habeas Cor pu, from tryal of ſome, and Execution of 
others by Martial Law, | 

Tunnage and Pouudage ate received, contrary to an Act made 
this preſent Parliament, without any colour of Law or precedent 
to warrant it, 

Shipmoney and. Monopolies are revived under the new name of 
Exciſe, to the value of many thouſand pounds a moneth. A thing 
on their part ſo odious and illegal, that they who now impoſe it 


did once ſeem ſo far to deteſt it as to put out a Declaration i cal- 


ling it, A ſcandal raiſed ag aint them by Mali gnants. 

Not only private intereſt, but publick faith hat been broken 
by them, in neglecting to pay the Scotia, according to agreement, 
employing that, and the money raiſed for relief of Ireland, to the 
maintaininz of ur natural War in the bo wels of Exgland. 

The Covenanting Committees have committed more rapes 
upon the common Liberty in one year, than all the Courts of 


Star- ¶ ham ber and High-Commiſſion from their firſt Erection. 


Judges have been taken off the Bench by armed men, and ſent 
to Priſon, for refuſing to do againſt their Oaths and Conſcience, 
as Judge Mallet. Others have been ſo awed, that they dur(t not 
do their duty; and better to hold a rod over them, they have 
been impeached and committed for High Treaſon;yet brought 1 

| it 
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ſit upon the Bench again before any Trial or Sentence of Ab- 
ſolution as Judge Barrler, Commands have been ſent to pro- 
hibit their proceedings in ſeveral caſes. 

Jultice and Jurors have been ſuperſeded from enquiring upon 
Routs and Tumulcs, and the common Juſtice of the Kingdom 
hath been obſtructed by Ordinances , prohibiting the holding of 
Aſſeſes, notwithſtanding the General Proteſtation for the 
courſe of Juſtice. 

New Oath are enforced upon the Subject without Law. 

The uſuall courſe of pricking Sheriffs not obſerved,but mock- 
Sheriffs appointed by a new forged Broad Seal, 

Maſter Ahite and his aſſiſtants triumph in the Suſpenſion, Se- 
queſtration, or Dzpravation of many painfull, learned and pi- 
ous Miniſters. 

Many noble Perſonages and other Patriots, are Parliament- 
men in name, but the Power and Authority is wholly devolved 
upon a few,whoſe reſolutions and determinations (if they be 
brought at all) are only brought into the Houle for countenance 
and execution,not for debate and deliberation. 

All military charges encreaſed and exerciſed: Souldiers , a- 
gainſt their will, daily preſſed by Ordinance, contrary to an AR 
made this Parliament. 

Are we any whit the more ſecured in our perſons or eſtates, ſo 
long as the root of all theſe evils is not truly taken away, but only 
tranſplanted > Which was acknoivledged to be the «Arbitrary 
Power ( formerly pretended to be in his Majelty, but nov uſurp- 
ed by the Covenanteers) of taxing the Subj:its without conſent 
by Act of Parliament, If the blow be the ſame, it ſmarts as ſore 
whatever hand infli& it:To change our Maſters is not to be free, 
It they truly confeſſed, (in the cafe of Hull) it were in them an 
Act of high injuſtice ſhould they deftroy nn properties, when we 
ſee them daily do ir, muſt we call it therefore juſt? They have 
urged againſt the King what holds ſtrongeſt "= themſelves ; 


& If by Las they might charge the Subjeit for defence of the Ring- £.C.p.858; 


dom in time of danger, they were ill adviſe1 that dęſre i aid of 
the Subject in ſuch times, and engaged thenſelves ( e know 
they have done )withour a ſalvo jure, for repayment. Amitting it 
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ſhauld be ſe, that without this power of impoſing Contributions 
it were impoſſible to defend the people, it follower not that therefore 
they may impoſe ſuch Contributions, If Mr. Fym i excuſe be yer 
authentique, the ſame Law chat enables them to raiſe Forces for 
defence of the Kingdom , enables. them to impoſe Taxes for 
maintaining them, otherwiſe t hat power were vain and uſeleſs , 
it will ſerve the King in good ſtead; he it is who is entruſted 
wich the power of defending the Kingdom; he to whom the 
two Houſes themſelves ſue ſor protection ; he to whom the 

confeſs m All mens perſons, lands, and monies, are ſubjett for the 
publick 1 rod. : 

V. The laft generalend of the Covenant is Peace : it istrue, 
the Chief Covenanteers did once profeſs their deteſtation of a 
Civil War, fit might be avoided wii hout alitration of Keligi- 
on , which they conceived to be the main End of their enemies, 
and ſuch as would draw with it = of lib. ty, and ſubver ſion of 
Law. This now appears to be their own main End; for what 
elſe is intended by their Oath for Reformation of Doctrine, and 
extirpation of the Government in our Church > What was it 
that altered the Popiſh Religion into Proteſtantiſm, but Re- 
formation? And do not theſe aim at a greater a/reration both in 
DoArine, Diſcipline, Government and Worſhip, than ever the 
Papiſts went about? 

If they had been cordially affected to Peace, we had never 
been driven to theſe ſad extremities of War. They might have 
had it before the Sword was drawn or a blow ſtruck; no new Re- 
ligion was preſſed upon them, no Lay denied which might con- 
duce to the publick ſafety. Since the war begun, ſeveral Treaties 
for accommodation have been proferred tothem;the molt reje- 
cted, othets made fruitleſs by them. But if war be the only means 
to procure Peace, if weakening and impoveriſhipg the Kingdom 
be the way to preſerve it, hat hopes have we but in deſperation? 
May they not yet have Peace, if they will embrace it with the 
ſame Religion,the ſame old Laws? A gracious pardon is freely of- 
fered to all that will accept it, The happine's of a bleſſed peace con- 
cluded b the two Nations, what hinders the continuance 


of it? Extirpation of Church Government was no condition of 
chat Pacif. cation. | Cet- 
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Certainly, then cheſe defiruRive. wayes of the Covenanteers 
do not lead immediately to it, but are they likely to end in Peace? 
Yes, when they have excirpated all oppoſers , Ib ſolitudi nem 
fecerint , pacem appellant, Vet I doubt of that too. The chance of 
Wa: re is uncertain ; they could not bring their ends about when 
they had more ſtrength and leſſe oppoſitoin; vhich if they ſhall 
ever do, they muſt know that Lawes made by the Sword are but 
ſhort · lived, they will be unmade ſo too. Do they hope ſo through- 
ly to root up the Royal Vine, and ſpoil the Branches, that there 
Will not be left d , ſo much as to power upon the 
Coates hornes?there will never be wanting a Title to the Crown; 
and juſtice, or compaſlion , or faction at home will finde, and in- 
tereſt abroad will lend a ſword to defend it. 

Beſides, it will ask ſome time to extirpate Popery , Prelacy ; 
Delinquents, Malignants, Cc. who being all declared Traitours , 
and by this Covenant devoted to deſtruction, ſure they will ſell 
their lives as dear as they can;they can expect no worſe by fight- 
ing than they muſt, undergo by ſubmirrin2; it is more honourable 
to die by the ſword, than by the halter, Moriendum vittis , mori- 
endum edditis; id ſolum refert n-viſſumun ſpiritum per laudibrium 
& contumel ias eff undant , an per v rtutem. 

But ſay the Covenanteers ſhould at laſt be maſters of theic 
moſt improbous deſires,the Kingdome by that time will be ſo ex- 
hauſted of men and money and other neceſſaties, by a long War, 
and the conſequents of it, Plaugue, Faminz,and Decay of Trade, 
that it will bz expoſed for a prey to any ſtranget that ſhall think 
it worth invading, who cannot want as fair a colour as the Scots, 
either to interpoſe as Mediators , to propagate their religion, to 
protect, or reſcue, or revenge t heit injured friends, Or if all 
other States ſhould be aſleep while our houſe is on fire , what ſe- 
curity can we have from our dear- Brethren of Scet/and ; who, 
though it be in Gods Cauſe will not work but for their wages? 
and to enhanſe thoſe they may prottact their ſervice ſo long till 
all our Treaſure will not pay them; and they who come to be 
partners , will at laſt look to be maſters: Ask the ſtories, which 
will not flatter, what was the event of calling the Saxons and 
Normans into this Land, We have nothing to ſecure us __n 
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the like now, ſave only the innate-candor and veracity of the 
Nation, ſo much famed in their own, and ours, and forreizn 
o Hiſtories, Sic vet us Hl:ſſes | | 

Bur if the Scots ſhould prove as honeſt as they are wiſe, would 
there be any cercainty of Peace among our Erpliſh Covenan- 
reers? I conceive not, Conſider them of two torts, the engaged 
our of conſcience, the other for politique ends. For the fi tit, ho 
ſhall ſo many different Sects be reconciled , who are bound by 


their Oath co extirpate all Schiſm? They muſt fall co it pell 


mell, che Presbyterians, Browniſts , and other Separatiſtz muſt 
fight it out. It is nota Parliamentary power that wi.l reſtrain 


them. The ſame ptinciples which are produced now zgainſt the 


King, will ſerve then againſt the States. Their obligations are 
reciprocal, and if their Excellencies fail in their Truſt, they 
know what follows. If any inſolent demand of popular zeal 
be not hea:kened to, preſently Ad arma. Any turbulent Volero, 
ary f.ctious Bentefeu may ſer a City on fire, but it requires pains 


and skill to quench it. Quippe in turbas & difcoradjas pe jſimo nique 


plurima vis; pax & quies bonts artibus indigent, 

For the ſecond Sort of Covenanteers, the Politicians, though 
their ſtomacks be ſtayed for a while, and the common enemy 
do yet unite them, when he is taken out of the way, thoſe 
cozs of difſention ; which can at this time ſcarce be ſmothered , 
will then burſt out into open flames. Eſſex and aller, Marc he- 
ſter and Willoughby, Denbigh and Purefey, Brereton and Aſhton, 
will then try the ſtrength ot their parties. The hopes of ſharing 
the means of the Church, and Delinquents Eſtates, and ſucceed- 
ing in the chief places of Honour and profit in the Kingdom, 
which now whets their ſwords againſt thoſe that hold thzm, if 
they miſs or fall ſnort of thoſe hopes, will ſer as ſharp an edge 
upon them againſt their new Rivals ; they muſt needs fall out 
about dividing the ſpoile. For the preferments being not equal 
in number to the Competirors, ſome mult be put by: and per- 
haps thoſe that are advanced, will complain it is below their me- 
tits, when every man ſhall ſer the rate upon his own Treaſon , 
bur a few will be ſatisfied. This will beger,new diſeonteuts, and 
thoſe will beger new fears and jealouſies, and thefe will require 

* new 


* 
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new Officers of State, ſuch as may be confided in; and what 
Peace, what fafery is like te be in che end of all this? Very little, 
unleſs ſome of the Royal Race again, as Auguſtus in the Ro- 
. man State, Cuncta diſcordiis civil ibu falſa, nomine Principis ſub 

Imperium acc ipiat. | 


CHAP. XI.” / 
That the particular Ends of the ſeveral Articles ar elitewiſe 
inconſiſtent with the matter of them, 


1. A S che whole Covenant is either inconducing to, or incon- 
ſiſtent with the general End, for which it is pretended 
to be raken;ſo are the ſeveral Articles of it to thoſe particular 
Ends which are ſpecified. in them. The Reformation vowed in the 
firſt, by ſuch a violent courſe as they now endeavour it, we have 
already proved to be no means, but rather a-hinderance to the 
growth of Religion, and ſo to that Life in faith and love, and con 
habitation of God among us, which is the end propoſed to that 
Article, The like violent Ext:irpation of Prelacy (which is no 
ſin)vowedin-the ſecond, is ſo far from preventing the inconve- 
.nience there mentioned,partaking in other mens ſius, t hat all who 
vow it, are thereby guiley of fin; much more they who at- 
tempt to do it in ſuch a «+ orderly way;and moſt of all choſe,who 
by fear or threatning,(which is a moral compulſion) force other 
men to enter into their Covenant, who are either perſivaded in 
conſcience of the iniquity. of it, or cannot take it without reluct- 
ancy and doubting, and ſo not without fin. Theſe men making ic 
a touch of other mens affections, and the retuſal of it a pretence 
to ſpoil and plunder, ſo cauſing them to ſwear, who, if they do, 
muſt forſwear; are molt properly and truly partakers in ot her 
mens ſins, | 
II. Laſtly, Their end of ſwearing the third Article to main- 
rain the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, and the Kings per- 
ſon and Authority, is ſaid to be, That the world may bear witneſs. 


with their conſeiences of their loyalty, that they have no thoughts or 
intent ions 
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intent to dineeniſh his Majeſties ju i. per um grenmeſe. 
This is vaĩm and impertinent, for the world cannot ſre into their 
con ſcientet, nor judge of their thou hes and intentions, othetwile 


than by their actions. It is acknowledged by the Lord 4 Brook , 


That Powers are God's Ordinances ſet over us for good , and that 
Kingdomes certainly in holy Writ have more for them than any other 
Government, But let the us Regium be never ſo much by Scrip- 
ture, our King muſt be allowed no more then he can enticle him- 
ſelf to by che Law of the Land, nor ſo much neither by the good 
will of che Cov:nanteers, That the world may have ſome evi- 
dence to paſſe ſentence upon, we ſhall propoſe a few particulars , 
wherein the Kings juſt power hath been d:miniſbe ,if not aboliſhed 
by the Maſter-Covenanteets. | 

1. The Kings of England have been anciently ſo fully inveſted 
in the Leg iſlative Power, that moſt of the Common Laws we are 
now governed by, do ow: their creation or conſervation to the 
meer mercy of the Conqueror. Magna (harta was firſt grant- 
ed by Henry the Third b of his meer free will, © Other Statutes 
which paſs in number, and have ſtill the force of Acts of Parlia- 
ment, are directed as private Writs, with a Tee meipſo, and the 
common ſtile of moſt others tuns in this ſtrain, The King with 
the advice of the Lords , at the humble petition of the Commons , 
wills, G c. The form of Paſſing Bills, which is ſtill obſerved , is 
Le Roy le nult, and Soit fait Comme il eſt d:frre. Hence ſome 
have collected, that the R-gat:on of Laws belongs to the two 
Houſes, but the Legi lation to the King; that their Acts is Pre- 
p rative, his only iaſſi ve. The Covenanteers have not only di- 
mini ſhed, but d contrary to their Declarations, utterly deprived 
him of this ſo juſt, ſo neceſſ>ry a power without which he cannot 
perform his truſt, nor diſcharge his Oath to his Subje ds. For 
they e challenge him as bound to paſs all Bills that ſhall be pre- 
fented to him as for the good of the Kingdom; whereby they do 
not leave him ſo much power as the meanett Cobler that gives 
a voice in the Ele&ion , or the Burgeſs that is returned and fits 
in Parliameer for any Borough. For any of theſe may freely Vote 
in the paſſing of any Bilts;and when there is an equality ofSuffra- 
ges in the reſt of the Members, his ſingle voice may ca:ry — 
make 
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make that Bill a Law, or no Law.” But the King muſt not medgle, 

in election of Members, hs muſt not take notice of any Bill, till it 

be brought unto him for his aſſent; and in caſe he refuſe, it muſt 

be a Law without him. Witneſs the Ordinance for the Militia, . 
*and that for Tunnage and Poundage : beſides infinite others to p , 93-6 
which his conſent was never ſo much as asked, yet are they put n 
execution with rigour anſwerable to their power. th 12 

2. The King has a juſt power, as to divers other purpoſes, ſo 5 to g 33. H. 8. c. 21. 
paſs Acts of Parliament by his Great Seal. In diminution of this 
power, they have declared againſt his fo:ced abſence from Heſt- 
minſter, as illegal; and made an Ordinance that all things paſſed 
by him under that Seal ſhall be void, 

3. The Kings fu power in declating Law hs been formerly 
fo great, that his Letters have been taken for ſufficient Warrants 
and directions to the Judges to proceed by; andhis h Proclama- HT. N. 8. c. b. 
tions to ſeverall purpoſes of no leſs force then Acts of Parlia- & 34. K. 8. c. 
ment. But now that power is wholly i proteſted againſt as illegal, i E "_ 
and protection is promiſed to all ſuch as ſhall oppoſe it. Yet the 4%, 83. 
ground of it (declared iti the Preface to that Act 31, Hen. 8.) ĩs 
{till the ſame, Ihe Supremity of the Regal Power given by God; and 
the reaſon of the * Repeal is quite ceaſed, which was 4 wilingneſth 1Ed.6.c,12; 
in the King to gratifie his People, and upon truſt that they would not 
abuſe the ſame, but rather be exconraged with more farthfulneſs and 
diligence to ſerve his Highneſs. | | 

4. The Kitigs power in executing Law hath been al wayes con- 

ſpicuous, and undeniedly. jt, in granting out Commiſhons of Oyer 

and Terminer for the holding of Aſſiſes, land in adjourning the 728. Ed. 1. c. l. 
Term to what place he ſhould think fit; a power as anciently 

due, ſo of late acknowledged in an Act made this Parliament for 

the abbreviation of Michaelmas Term, Yet have the Covenan- 

teers m forbid any Aſſiſes to be kept; they have vored the Kings ® E.C. p.t94, 
removal of the Tetm to be againſt Law, and promiſed to keep in- $99 37+ 
demnified all Judges and others that ſhall ciſobey his Maje- 

ſty's Proclamations in that behalf. 

' 5+ The power of making Juſtices of Peace is ſo entirely the 
Kings by v Liv, that ic depends wholly upon his pleaſure aud will. 25. R. 5. c. 24. 
Vet would the Cevenanteers diminiſh 1 power, for they o re- 0 E.C-p.y09.. 


quire 


c 27. H. 8. c. 24 
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tection, as due from him; whenthey make all cheir addrefles un · 
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thar ſuch may be put out of C ion a8 they deſire ; and, 


put in: as were removed without theis- conſent. 9 

6. The power of pardoning is ſo inſeparably and abſolutely 
the Right of the Crown, that the p Law eſſates it wholly and ſole- 
ly upon the King. And it is not. long ſince the Cavenanteers 
did 1 confeſsas much, Yet is nothing more frequent in theit Or- 
dinances than to promiſe protection for the tive co; come, and 
impunity for the ti ne paſt. And does not their Covenant vow 
the puniſhment of all Delinquents, without any hope of pardon 
fron his Majeſty or themſelves ? 

7. The Kings power over his Houſebold, and the choice of 
his Officers is ſo iuſt and reaſonable, that they have nor {luck to 
acknowledge it an undoubted Prerogative to di ſpoſe of preferments 
in hit own Family. Yet, next tothe fobbing of the Church, nothing 
is more aimed at than to rob his Majeſty of this piece of Sovce 
raigntyy to get the diſpoſal of his Szrvants and marriage of, his 
Children into their hands: as the nineteen Propoſiions ficl in: 
formed us, and their actions ſince abundantly confirm. . 

8. The Law hath placed in the Kings Perſon a power to protefl 
all other per ſons : asf themſelves conteſs in terminis; and to de- 
fire him to part with this power, is ſuch a ſuppoſition as cannot 
fall upon a Parliament. Vet has it been long, and ſtill is the it ut - 
moſt endeavour to develt His Perſon of that power, by excluding 
him out of the exerciſe of the Militia, to deprive him of all theſe 
means whereby he ſhould protect both himſelf and others, by 
declaring his t perſona! commands, of what nature ſoe ver, to be 
of no force; and by putting ſuch a u diſtinction betwixt his Per- 
ſon and his Office, as under colour of defending this, expoſeth that 
to the vileſt attempts that any Traitor can plot, or any Aſſaſſine 
commit. | | nds 3s als 

9. That Suptemacy of Power which the Law placerh in the 
King over all States, as well as over all parcicular perſons , 
which all the Subjects of this Realm, and the Members of Par- 
liament more particularly are bound byQath to acknowledge and 
maintain, which they grant to be due unto him, when they deſite 
him x to protett them in their priviledges, and challenge ſuch pro- 


1 * 
s- ©® 


to 


( 


to him by way of Petition, and ſtyle him conſtantly in chair Acts 


their onely Soveraigs Lord. Vet the Covenznteets endęaxout to 
diſſeiſe him of this ſupreme: powers: ſome by making che Houſes 
coordinate with him, others by making him ſubordinate to them, 
and upon that ground juſtifying /cheic taking up Ames again 
him. . 32,470 ©25 © 20; S612 
10. Lafſily, though the power afcalling and diflahnmay Parlia- 
ments, as well as the appoinumgne ot the time and place, hath 


— a n. 
ever! belonged ta the Kings of this Realm yet is this a denied t See the Pre- 
be any Prerogative,and advantage taken from a late Ac, cqutra- face to the 


ry to the Kings intention and the Kingdomes expectation, contra- , 


ct for a Tri- 
nnial Parl. 


ry tothe equitable meaning of that. very Statute ; contrary to the E. c. p. vor. 


promiſd of the Authors, to the incftimable pre judice of his Maje- 
ity, and the great grief of his Subye s, who are hereby deprived 
of the benefit of all other good Laws, and more patticulatiy of 
that for the frequency of Parhaments. 5 7 
Firſt, it is undonbted, neither King nor Kingdom ever thought 
to have ſeen the ſad effects of that A ſot continuance pf this 
Parliament which they now feel. Þf 2:5; 
Secondly, the Act it ſelf, though it be not limited to anydetet- 
minate time, is in its own nature but temporary. It was made for 
a tranſient cauſe, that the Houſes wight finde credit for the raiſing 


ef ſuch money as was then neceſſarily to be advanced? as acgording- a E. c. p. io, , 
ly they did. And that. rule in the Civil Laws ¶ Meme canſmeghmr 17. „ 


Lex, the Lords and Commons have ®. declahed to 
Acts of Parliaments ;thence concluding that . Hen. . fox the 
Commiſſion af Array to have expited with th cauſe of it, though 

it were never repealed. 0 2% ZI 5 THT 
© Thirdly,they did promiſe e that:the,graciiwn Tauaur y his Ma- 

jeſty expreſſed in tba Bill ſhowld nat encamragt tbem bodo an) thing 5 

which atherwiſe had æat been fit to have been dass. They having fai- 

led in the performance of that crutt, whether is not his Majelly in 
equity fret from that reſttaint which in confidence of cheir loialty 
de brought upon himſelf? And if rhey ſhalkrefwlteveri to conſent 
tan Act for Diſſolution, as umwilling top amount 


power which they have naiv. poſſe inemſdbyes o hethet is 
the King and: Kingdom . 2 
2 : Ve 


- 
. 


e Ib. p. 203. 
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Hhavefull for him to reſume his ancient Right? Eſpecially confides 
4155.17. ring the Houſe of Common did à profeſs to the Kingdom, that 
the reſtraint of the Royal power in that particular, was not to 
take it out of the Crown, but to ſuſpend the execution of it, fir 
that time and occaſion onely; Which occaſion is now over, and the 
time long ago expired. 

It is full time that the Bilt for the Triennial Parliament take 
e4.Ed,3.c.14. place, at leaſt once in fout years; if not thoſe other tio © Laws 
& 36.Ed.z. for holding a Parliament once every year. If they be ſtill 
c. 10. in force, what hinders but they may be put in execution? No- 

thing but the rigid interpretation of that clauſe in the late Act, 

which requires that this Parliament ſhall not be diſſolved, anleſs 

it be by Ad ef Parliament to be paſſed far that purpoſe. Vet Cu- 

ſtome or Deſuetude are allowed to prevail againſt thoſe very 

Laws which are made with ſpecial proviſions, that no Cuſtome 

or Deſuetude ſhall prevail againſt chem. Suppoſe all the Mem- 

bers ſhould be taken away by death before any Act paſſed for the 

Diſſolut ion of this, were it not inithe Kings power to call ano- 

ther Parliament, becauſe the Act for continuance of this is not re- 

pealed ? Thoſe to former Statutes of Edwardthe Third, though 

never repealed, yet were as good as void by diſuſe. When Patlia- 

ments in that Kings time were made ſo frequent, they became a 

4 5. baurthen to the Sdbject; and therefore it is found requiſite in 

FSR. ac. 4. the reign ot his Suceeſſour to make a penal f Law to enforce the 

g elſing. an. Members to obey theit Summons. And I find. ãn the 3 Hiltory.of 

Dom. 1380. thoſe Times, that the Clergy granted a Tenth, and rhe Laity a 

Fifteenth to the King, upon condition, that he ſhould not call 

any more Parliaments within the year, Scilicet 4 Calend. «Mart. 

: 4 feſtum Sai Michaelis anno reveluto. The: non-obſer- 

vance of which condition is objected to that King. 80 far diffe- 

tent was the opinion of thoſe days from theſe of outs, concerning 
annual or perperual Parliaments. 

Though all former Statutes are repealed by the latter, even then 

I ſuppeſe in judgement of Law, when there is no ſpecial menti- 

on madelcf any Repeale, and notwuhſtanding the former require 

to ſtand / unrepeal ed; unleſs it be by ſpecial Act. Which clauſe 

may:berhought o as little uſe in this caſezas that we meet with 
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in ſome of our Statutes , which pronounce themſelves perpe- 
tually to be obſerved, notwithRanding any Alt of Parliament made 
or to be made to the comrary ; this will not protect them againſt 
a future alteration or repeal. Vet I will not affirm that the Act 
of Pac ification, though it was made ſince the Act againſt the Diſ- 
ſolution of this Parliament, is an Alt paſſed to that purpoſe, howe- 
ver there be ſomething in ir that may be applied that way. For 
it buries in forgetfulneſs, not onely all acts of hoſtility, which 
might be conceived to atiſe upon the coming of the Scoriſh Ar- 
my into England, but all Counſels having relation thereunto z 
that the ſame, and whatſotver enſued thereupon, trenching upon his 
Majeſty's Honour and Authority, be held and reputed as if no ſuch 
thing had ever been thought or wrought, Ic is too apparent, chat 
the fotmer Act for continuance of this Parliament, trencheth we- 
ry deep upon his Qſajeſt) s Authority, and had a very near rela- 
lation to the buſineſs of Scotland; being obtained for the more 
eaſie raiſing of money towards the payment of the Scots, and con- 
cluding a firm peace between the two r Beſides, there is a 
ſpecial proviſo in that Act of obliviona that it ſhall be uo prejudice of 
the brotherly aſſiſtance promiſed to the Scats, (which aſſiſtance was 
agreed on by AR of Parhament) bur no proviſo for ſaving any 0- 
ther Act incompatible with this; and we ule to ſay, Exceptio fir- 
mat regulam in non exceptis. But where the words of the Law ate 
ambiguous, we mult not preſume to faſten our own ſenſe upon 
them, bur ſubmic to the Declaration.of the Law-giver, the King, 
who by the advice of his learned Council (without calling a Par- 
liament) may expound the Law where it is doubtful, as his Prede- 


ceſſots h have done in other caſes. . h Dyer. f. 376. 


It is further obſervable, that the ſame Statute which ſays, this 
Parliament ſhall not be diſſolved, ſays alſo, it ſhall not be ad- 
Journed unleſs it be by Act of Parliament to be likewiſe paſſed to 


dar purpoſe. Vet we know the two Houſes i did, and lawfully i Jun. 1642. 


might, adjourn themſelves from Weſtminſter to London, without 

any Act paſſed to that purpofe. Why then may not the King 

command them, at leaſt their chief Committee, to adjourn from 

that place where they now ſit to ſome other of more ſafety, where 

all the Members may freely meet and conſult ? If the freedom i 
l 


* E. C. p.657. 
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the plice be fo neceſſary to all Councils, that the want of it 
hath been ever objected, and that juttly, as a nullity to all their 
proceedings, and in particular the ſuppoſed Deſign of bringing un 
Army to aw the Patliament, or any attempt of force againſt the 
Members, ha ve been truly & declared an endeavonr to pull up by 
the rost. and totally t ſubvert the Parliament; and to tend t᷑ the de- 
ſtruction of the very being of Parliaments ; it the want of freedom 
and ſafety be truly i declared a thing inconſſſtent with the nature of 
that great Council: Then undoubtedly fo long as iſtmiaſter does 
not afford ſecurity and freedom to the Members, ſo long no true 
Parliament can be there, which ſhould be as free from apprehenſions 
of Force, as from imputations of Fatt ion. | 

I would willingly learn, but I cannot find a Teacher, wherein 
the Fundamental Laws of the Land conſiſt. For if the taking away 
the Kings power to diſſolve, adjourn, or prorogue Parliaments, be 
againſt the Fundamental Laws, q then no Statute makes it good, 

No whether the perpetuity of a Parliament do not tend to the 
alteration of tae Government, and ſo be againſt the Fundamental 
Luv; wh ether the forced expoſition of the late Act againſt Diſ- 
ſolution, extending ir beyond the time and occaſion for which ic 
was made, do not make ir as good as perpetual. VVhether this 
do not make way for the finall ruine of all Parliaments, in caſfHe 
City ſhould be ſurpriſed by an Enemy, the King or Members all 
taken away by Death, before any Act be paſſed toc Diflolution. 
V Vhether for defect of an Act ic may not be diſſolve] by,Orti- 
nance, by the ſame Fundzmental LuV by which this le Oirh is 
impoſed ; whether ic be nor good in Reaſon, yer ic mult be good 
in Law, that a Body Policick may decree by what death they will 
die, by Acc, by VVrit, by Ordin ince, by loſs of the Herd,or by con · 
ſumption of the inferiour Members; theſe are ſcruples which o- 
thets may reſolve. 

But if Treaſon be a charge which a Parliament cannot be capable 
of,as they a declate it is, anꝗ I b2lizve ir to be true; becauſe per- 
haps, as ſo ne Romiſh Doctots have aſſerted the Popes infallibi- 
lity, teaching chat he cannot etre as Pope, for if he do, he ceaſeth 
tobe Pope, ſo i the major pitt ot one ot both Houſes ſhall con- 
ſent unto, approve or com mind any tteaſonable Act, they there- 
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by ceaſe to be a Parliament; who are preſumed in Law to be 
no leſs than they profeſs, His Majeſties faithful and loyal Subjects. 
Then if the Members at Weſtminſter by railing War againttthe 
King, o by forging a new Great Seal, and declaring the old one, 
by which they were called and do ſit, fo be of no ſorce; by calling 
in an Army of firangers,or by any other Act or Vote of theirs, be 
truly guilty of that charge, they are no longer to be looked upo 
as 2 Parliament. 4 
Laſtly, if the equitable ſenſe of the Law may take place here, 
which has been preſſed ſo much in other caſes, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that the Eflence of that great Council does not conſiſt in 
the place, but the perſons: for the place may be changed; yet the 
Parliament temain ſtill the lame. When we ſee far more of the 
Lords with his Majeſty than at Heſtmirſter; when we finde upon 
ti ĩct account that the major part of the Commons are eicher diiven 
away, or have deſerted that Cauſe; when we obſerve how many 
Members of the either Houſe do daily hazard, or have already 
ſpent their lives in the ſervice againſt it; when we weigh theac 
ualities, abilities and eſtates with whoſe of their oppoſites » and 
finde them to be men of the beſt ranke in their Countries , of 
known integrity for their lives, of unſpotted zeal to Religion, of 
ſound judgement and knowledge in Law, of publick thoughts to 
the good of the Kingdom, as well as loyalty to the King, which 
hath engaged them in this War, by which they have loſt more al- 
ready than the oppoſite Faction ever had, and. expect to gain no- 
thing but the teſtimony of a good conſcience ; when we conſider 
how many of thoſe that are moſt active at Weſtminſter, by reaſon 
of their undue election, had never any right to fit there, and ſup- 
poſe that many others ſtill remaining, ate not always carried a- 
long with the ſtream; when we remember by what means the Bi- 
ſnops (who are acknowledged by Parliament to repreſent one of 
the three Eſtates of the Realm) were thruſt out, contraty to the p 1. C, . 
Fundamental Law, and how by that means all ſucceeding exor- 
bitancies have been falſly farhered upon che Patliament: we can- 
not but pronounce upon theſe premiſes, that the Parliament is in 
truth for that cauſe which is owned by his Majeſty, and not for 
that which paſſeth under che falls ulurpedname of King and Par- 
liamenc, _ CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The true Eid of framing aud exjoyning this covenant, the 
bringing in of the Scots, abſolutely unlam full. 


Hamm done with the many ſpecious and pretended Ends of 
the Covenant, we are come to the true End of Covenants 
ing at this time, which the Schools would call Fizw.apphicationis, 
& finis operantis. This in particular perſons may be divers, as the 
defire of advancement in ſome, the hope of impunity in others; 
but the main general End which firi ſer the Concrivers on work 
about framing this Covenant, and keeps them ſtill at it, by preſ- 
* ſing it upon this Kingdom, was the bringing in of the Scots. 
nant wich z Ihe Covenant is one of the peſt ati of that Kingdom, it was be- 
Narrative, & gqotten and born in Ediaborough, onely our Engliſß Commiſſio- 
the Declarati- ners played the Mid wives, and helped to lick it over into ſome fa- 
on ofthe ſhion. Unleſs the Faction in Exglasd would engage themſelves 
Scots. and their Adherents in ſuch a Combination, thoſe conſcientious 
Brethren of Scotland refuſed to aſſiſt in this Rebellion; as they 
are now ready to do, being upon their march to invade us. A 
thing ſo repugnant tothe Weal of this Kingdom, that no true 
Engliſh heart but will abhor the mention of it; and ſo unjuſtifi- 
able in reſpe& of them, that no Scot, who has any ſenſe of Religi- 
on to God, of gratitude and duty to their native King, or of bro- 
therly charity to his neighbour - Nation, will ever date to draw his 
ſword in this quarrel. | 
I, Firſt, howfar it may endanger che being of this King- 
dom to admit an Army of tirangers into her bowels, none ſuch 
an infant in diſcretion or Hiflory but is able to diſcern, The 
calling in of Forraign Force, if it were not Treaſon by Law, is a 
thing ſo odious in Nature to any that is touch'd with affection 
co his native Countrey, that bis Majeſty's greateſt Enemies could 
not ſuggeſt a calumny more malicious againſt him, nor more pow- 
erful to teal away his Subjects hearts from him, than by giving 
out that he intended to make uſe of forraign aid when they 


ſuppoſed they had brought him co ſo low an ebe. that he would 
| never 
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never find ſufficient ſuccour from his own Subjects. are 


now driven to as great an exĩgeney, & make no fcraple of a 

that courſe, which no neceſſity would ſuffet to enter thro the 
ings thoughts. Such was his tendet care and fatherly affection 

to His people, He choſe rather to run the hazard of his own ru- 

ine, then owe his preſervation to any hands but ſuch as God 

ſhould raiſe up in his defence among His on Subje&s. Thefe 


wayes of the Covenanteers do both juſtiſie the Commuſſten of 


Array againſt all their former objections, which grant ic lawful 
in the coming in of [range enemier;and if His Majeſty ſhould fol · 
low their example, and * an Army to aſſiſt him from ſome o- 
ther Nation, whatever were the conſequents of it, they muſt 


beat the blame that firſt led the way, and he would be clear be- 
2 


fore God and man. 


II. Secondly, this intended invaſion is ſo in juſt in reſpe& of 
the Scots, chat all who hear of it muſt cry ſhame upon them, who 


at the ſame time enter into a ſolemi Vow inviolably to obſerve 
the Articles of the late Treaty of Peace brtwixt the two Nations, 


and to endeavonr that they may remain Tonjoyned- in a firm peace 
and unios to all pot erity,and rhat juſtice may be done upon the wil- ' 
ful oppoſers thereof; and at the ſame time ſeiſe upon Beywick,and : 


put a Gartiſon in it, contrary to an expreſs Article of chat Trea- 
ty of Peace ſo lately concluded aud ſetied by both Parliaments;and 


are nom upon the point to pout an Army into this Kingdom 3 . 


whereby ic appears, that though ve made peace with ther, they 


made none with us: & e oonclude, as a former b Parliament didb 1. Han 1. c.6. 


— them, that it were better for au to be at open war with them, 
then ander ſuch a friguad peucr. | 


ILL They cannot lay-nor do they pretend, chae any one Article - 
was vialated pon our pert, unleſs it were hy thoſe hom they 
come-todefend.Whar cauſe chen have chey for this invaſion ? 1 
it for their own neceſſary defence? Nothing is rtbreatnednoching 


incendedagaint chem. Is it to revenge an injury we have done 
them ? If any were done on eicher part, we have dearly paid 
for italready; andbp che AT of Obtiezon all former bitterneſs 


ſhouldbe gargocten ; hat L 3 
l | us 
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us · ſo much. they will never date co ſorgire us. Is it for the laws" 
full recovery of any tight: chat re have tau and detain from 
them ꝰ Nor ſo nor ſo. Whartheriviewhichtnay give any co 
lour of jultice to this expedition? Fotſooth; % other then the 
good o Reli gion in England, the deliver ance of their Brethren out of 
the deeps of afflittion, the preſervation'of their own Religion and 
themſelves from the extremity of miſery, ard the ſafaty of their 
native King amd his Kingdemes; from delt vattion and defolation.«-- 
Ad potulum phaleras. We muſt be very lilly if we be cheated 
with ſuch fait words. 555 > +. 
1. Concerning the firſt we have already diſputed, and (! hope) 
proved that it is not lawfull to propagate- Religion by Armes. - 
Nor is it true that thoſe whom: rhey. call: cheic Brethren in Ex- 
gland ſuffer any thing for their Religion, or need ſhed one drop 
of blood in defence of that power without which Religion (as 
they pretend) cannot be defended. It has alwayes been, and ſtill 
is, the paſſionate deſite of his Mijeſty to preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the juſt power ot Parliaments. He has often prof- 
fer'd, and is ſtill — — er form, to paſs any Laws that fhail be 
preſented to him, fot ering the growth of Popery, and ſecu- 
ring the jult priviledges of Parliament. He has onely refuſed to 
conſent to ſuch an alteration in Religion and Government as 
the Enemies of out peace.would force upon him, under the ge- 
neral name Of, Refarmatiom who are not yet agreed what is 
meant by it more then Extirparion. And: therefore if the Scots 
ſhould Gr ſtill and hold their peace> they need not fear the curſe 
of. Merox when they look upon che cauſe which theſe men main- 
ta in. Which if it were indeed what it is not) the cauſe of Reli- 
gion, it were but common to them with ether Chrift ian Church- 
es, which lie groanng (as they tellus) ander the yoak of antichri- 
ſtian Tyramy, If th Sceta think themſelves bound in Conſci- 
ence, and have any calling ar Commiſſion from God, to be the 
Cat holick Refo:mers of other Nations, they ſhould do better to 
begin their Reformation in other Poptſh Countries, where there 
is more need of it, and where leſs exception can be taken to it ; 
where it may be (ee reer the 
26 I Tince, 
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Prince, as being not cheirown Native King: and of ingratitude 
and petfidionine(s to the Countreyaas having not reccivedequal 
courcefies from them, nor entred intq the like union and pacifi- 
cation with chem, as they have done wich Exgland. God forbid 
that choſe weapons which our money hath put into their hands, 
ſhould be drawn to cut our own throats, or that our Kingdome 
ſhould be ruined becauſe they thinł it fit to be reformed. 

2, And concerning the ſecond, if they do not entet into Eng- 
land and lift up Arms againit their own King, who (as they con- 
feſs) hach promiſed and done as much for them as may lecure 
chem 1n theic Religion & Liberties, we ſhall never blame chem. 
Bur if they ſhall conceive of themſelves, ot be perſwaded upon 
reports from hence, that choſe who adhere to his Majeſty in the 
preſent quartel, ate none but a Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant 
party, whereas it is evident to the world that the greater part of 
this whole Kingdom e ſides wich the King, otherwiſe their aſſiſt- 
ance had never becnãnplored, never purchaſed at ſo high a rate; 
that many thouſands of the belt repute for Religion towards 
God, and affection to their Countrey, to the certain damage of 
their eſtates, and hazard of their. lives, do appear in this cauſe 
upon no other incentives but of Conſcience & Loyalty; ir is but 
a groundleſs ptetence in the Scors to talk of providing for their 
own preſetvation againſt thoſe that mean them no harm. No 
pretended experience of fotmet times, much leſs any principles 
of. theit own Declarations, or conceived jealoukes of the vin- 
dictive diſpolition of the Engliſꝭ, can warrant them before God, 
or clear them to the world, if they ſhall take advantage of our 
preſent weakneſs, and attempt a conqueſt of us now. becauſe ic 
is poſſible, if we once recoyer of theſe diftempers, and be united 
amonglt our ſelves, we may be ſtrong enough to reſiſt them 
hereafter.., Nor is there any neceſſity that the condition of one 
Kirk and Kingdome, either in Religion ot Peace, ſnouldbe com- 
mon to both: the preſent evidence of their quiet and out un- 
relt proves it otherwiſe, And if we ſhould ever be tetlored to 
out right wits & former quiet, whether they conſider the peace- 
able diſpoſition of his Majeſty, His Princely Clemency towards 
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all, and render affection He hat ever'.born to His Native 
Countrey; or the Loyal diſpoſition vf His adherents in theſe 
rroubles, falſely called, Malignant and Prelatical, whoſe con- 
tant practiſe hath ever confirm'drtheir Doctrine of ſubjection to 
che Magiſtrate» and to whoſe profeſſion and intereſt nothing is 
more repugnant then a Civil War, by which they may loſe all, 
bur are ſure to gain nothing;or they conſider the preſent condi- 
tion of this whole Kingdom, harrated and ſpoyled by theſe inte- 
ſtine diviſions,which will certainly produce this good effect, that 
if once we ſee an end of theſe Wars, we ſhall better know to va- 
lue Peace heteafter, and not be eaſily engaged again. From theſe 
gtounds of common reafon they might conclude more ſolidly, 
more charitably,that-whatever be the event in Exgland if they 
do not embroyl themſelves without cauſe, they may for ever en- 
joy their Religion and Liberries, and need not fear an after-clap 
from hence. And let them remember thus much more of Iſraeli 
leading into captivity, that they never re voſted from their God, 
till they firſt revolted from their King; Rebellion led the way, I- 
dolatry followed after, and both ended in Captivity. Cod pre- 
ſerve both them and us from ſuch a judgement. But let them rake 
heed how they dally with edge- tools; how they make ſolemn 
Oaths to God, Proteſtations to the world promiſes of Peace and 
Union to their neighbours,when they intend nothing leſs : How 
they begin a National War againſt us, withonr any provocation 
. from us, or previous denunciation from them; contrary to the 

late Treaty; onely upon conceipt, that if the power of this 
Kingdom be recovered intothoſe hands out of which it was re- 
Red by violence and injuſtice, we may poſhbly , acccording 
— the Treaty, within three moneths denounce War againtt 
chem. 

3. And concerning the rhird, if the queſtion be not whether 
they ſhould preſume tobe arbĩtrators in the matters now deba- 
ted by fire and ſword, betwixt His Mijeſty and thoſe whom they 
call che Houſes bf Parſiament which ts truly forreign and exrrin- 
ſecall ro that Nation, they having no relation to, nor depen- 
dance upon the two Houſes or Kingdom of England, onely chey 
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owe ſub jection to the ſame King; why then,afrer their mediati- 
on hath been rejected (as they ſuppoſe) by both ſides, upon con- 
fidence of their own ſtrength and ſeveral ſucceſſes,or unwilling- 
neſs to receive conditions from Strangers, ſhould they think ic 
their duty, though ĩt be in their power, to preſs that Eccleſiaſſical 
Government upon us by force of Arms, which his Majeſty hath 
often declared he will not, and the two Houſes have never de- 
clared that they will accept ? They have vowed the deſtruction 
of all choſe that adhere to bis Majeſty, under the name of Malig- 
nants and evil Inſtruments; and when they come with an Army 
to pay this Vow,callthey this fopping the effuſion of Chriſtian 
blood ? To hew out their way by che ſword through all the forces 
raiſed for a guard to His Perſon, a nongit whom he has yet been 
ſafe, whoſe actions have been as full of Loyalty as their adver- 
ſaties profeſſions; is this to reſcue their native King, His Crown 
and Poſterity out of the midſt of dangers ? Tohelp to ſacrifice the 
greater part of this Kingdom to the malice of thoſe by whom 
they ate declared Traitors, is this to preſerve his people from rnine 
and deftruftion? What if every private man be bound in duty 
rointerpoſe himſelf as a reconciler betwixt his neighbours arm- 
edto their mutual deſtruction ? Mult they therefore help with 
armed force to deſtroy the one party at variance? is this the part 
fa Reconciler ? What if the Son hazard his own life for the pre- 
ſervation of his Father at vatiance with his Brother? Muſt they 
therefore take uparms to endanger the life of their King, their 
Civil Father, to ſide with a company of Schiſmaticks that flat- 
ter them with the name of Brethren ? 

III. When they ask, Shall a Kingdome fit Fill, and ſuffer 
their King and neighbouring Kingdome to periſh in an unnatu- 
rall Warre ? I ſhall anſwer tnis queſtion to their own content; it 
is not fitting, it is not lawfull. But let me in courteſie ask them 
another. When a Kingdome hath taken notice of a difference 
debated by fire and ſword betwixt their own King and ſome of 
his Subjects ofa neighbouring Kingdome ; when they have 
folemnly vowed not to give themſelves up to 4 deteſtable maif- 
ferency and neatrality in that cauſe ; when they bave a 
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that the main point ĩn conttovetſie is becauſe the King will not 
conſent to alceration of ſome Laws already eltabliſhed, which 

2 he holds himſelf bound in conſcience to preſerveʒzaftet the whole 

— pre · Clergy in their © National Afſ:mbly have promiſed to Hep the 

pre co his people under their charge in obedience to his Majefty and bis L 

Majeſty, Zan, Feopie under their charge in c eMence to his- Haſe and DIS Laws, 

1642. cenfeſſing it a duty well beſecming the Preachers of the Goſpel ; af- 

d Supplicati- ter their whole a Kingdom has worn with their means and lives 

_ — to ſtand to the defence of their dread Sovera gm bis Terſon and 

bly. E N Authority, in every cauſe which may concern his Mayeſt)'s Ho- 

Aig. 2. 1639. wur, with their friends and followers, im quiet manner or in armes, 
a they ſhall be required by bes Majeſty ; aſter they have ac- 
knowledged in their National Covenant, that the quierneſs and 

ſtability of their Religion and Kirk, depends upon the ſaſety of the 
Kings Majeity ;. and have therefore univerlally pretelted and 
promiſed under a ſolemn Oath and hand- writ, upon fearful pains 

e 2 Parliam, and execrations, eto defend his Perſon ard Authority with their 

_ K. c — cer. £9941 bodies, and lives, againſt all Enemies within the Realm and 

ny «the Ra. without, as they deſire * be a mercifull Defender to them iy the 

rificaton of Aa of their death, and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; after 
the Covenant, Nobility, Gentry, Burroughs, Miniſters, and Commons of that 

f E.c. p.57. Kingdom have confeſſed themſelves, f bound by all the ties of Na- 
ture, Chriſtianity, and Gratitude, ſa fully ſatuſicd and per ſmaded 
of the Royal Zeal, and conſtant reſolution of his CMajeit y, to pre- 

ſerve the Lames and: Liberties of his King domes, that it were the 
height of diſloyalty and ingratitude, if they ſhould harbour any 
ſeruple or thought tothe contrary, having ſo many real and recent 
evidences of his Royal goodvreſſe, juſtice, and wiſdame, in ſetling 
and eſtabliſhing the true Religion, the Lawes and Liberties of that 
bis King dome, to the full ſatusf act ron of all his good Subjets ; af- 
tet all theſe vows, ptomiſes, and proteſtations, how ean they be 
ſo irangely given up to folly and wickedneſs» as to think ĩt heir 
duty, it being in their power, to come with armed Force to end 
out quarrels, by taking part with them to whom they owe no du- 
2), and fighting againſt that part which is owned by his Majeſty, 
to whom they ſtand bound by all the ties of Nature, (hriftianity, 
& Gratitude ho has left nothing undone that might give them 
con- 
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content ? Certainly, if they ſhall ſo far forget or caſt behind 
their backs all theſe ſolemn vows and profeſſions, they will one 
day riſe up in judgement againſt them. And if they ſhall hearken 
to the call of the Enemies of our Peace, and come to aſſiſt them 
in this unnatural War, as they threaten to doe, though in the 
tire ofanimoſity and appetite of revenge, ſuch Invahon may 
be well taken by choſe who invite them rohe'p to deltroy-theft 
Brethten: yet afterwards, when the eyes of the mind, no mote 
blood-run with paſſion, do diſcern things aright, ic will be a griet 
and offence to all true Engliſh hearts, to ſee how they haie ſold 
theme ves ſlaves to a vilet Nation; and they may be more uni- 
ted rocalt them out, who were ſo ready, upon the advantage of 
theit Divitons, to thruſt themſelves in. | 

I ſhall in che mean while put then in mind, that there was a 
time when they hadyif not a julle: Cauſea t ettet colour for In- 
valion of England ; yet then they ſo far diſclaimed all intenti- 


ons of it, as £9 call the bare mention of it, The deſprghrfull and g In theli ia- 


deviliſi calumny' of the diſnarured Enemies of their Kirk, and ſtr 
Nag dme. I am commanded to forget what they didthenzbur if”, 
they ſhall now verifie thoſe calumnies, and falſifie all theit ſo- 
le nn Oaths, though the King and this Kingdome ſhould not be 
able to call them to account, there is a God in Heaven that ſees 
allrheir hearcs, and will judge all their a ions. And they can- 
not be ignorant that all the colours which they uſe in excuſe or 
defence of their intended expedition, may with equal, nay better, 
te on be al e · dtze i by any other Nation, that have a mind to op- 
preſs and ſub ue upon pretence of aſſiſting us, of providing for 

their own ſafety or coming to compoſe out Differences. 
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CHAP. XIII 
From theſe Premiſes the Covenant is concluded unlamfull, in 
reſpedt of the Form. Þ 


Aving thus deduced at large the ſeveral Illegalities of this 
Hely League, both in reff ect of the Efficient and Finall 
Cauſes, but eſpecially in reſpe& of the matter; it naturally fol- 
lows that we conclude it in the laſt place to be likewiſe unlaw- 
full in reſpect of the Form. For whereas the nature of an Oath, 
League, Covenant, ot Vom, requires that it be holy, juſt and good, 
Thu thing being a Confederacy of Subjects, againſt the will of 
their Sovereign, pretending many good, but intending a bad 
End, ſwearing many things in themſelves unjuſt and contrary to 
all Law, Divine and Humane;che Covenanteets by labouring to 
induce the Form of a ſoletnn Oath, a ſacred Coveran, a religions 
Vow, upon a matter ſo indiſpoſed and incapable of ſuch a Form, 
do profane the Ordinances of God, and give that which is holy 
unto Dogs. ä 
Any ſimple promiſe; in teſpect of the Form ot natute oft, is 
apt to create an obligation of civil honeſty, truſt, and fidelity if 
ic be mutuall by way of Conttact, as a Lragae and Cevrnam, it 
induceth a further tie of jaſtice : if a Vu be joyned to it, this 
ſuperadds a band of Religion: if all theſe be confirmed by a ſo- 
lemn Oarb in the preſener of Almighty God, the Scarcher of all 
hearts, with a true intention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer- 
at the great day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, ic 
proteſtation ĩs not capable of any further addition; rhis is truly ® confeſ- 
of the Lords ſed to be the Prongef obligation that any Chriſtian, and the moſt 
— » ſolemne publique Faith that any State as a Parliament can 
+22.1945, ide. 
— In an Aſſertory Oath we make God our witneſs; and if we 
ſpeak not Truth, we make Him a Lyar. In a Promiſſory, = 
a make 


* — 


nd Mould we fait n perferihithee; ty 
achse promiſes dee ee eee 
plight gur Faich to Him, Skid when cht iSrOfHHN EN 
van eck, Nen both on wicntfle and Spor ſor too. Sous ts 
Iport, and play at faſt and looſe with theſe many religo oViipa- 

tions were little leſſe hen to deny Him. He that makes toons 
ſcience of an Oath, though be do not ſpeculatively believe God a 
Lyar, or a promiſe breaker, yet practically he deales with him as 
if he were no better. 

The more ſacred this Band is in it ſelfe the more religious 
caution ought every man to uſe before he enter into it, even then 
when it is converſant about a lawfull eit. But if any ſhall 
dare to proſtitute this holy Ordinance to profane Ends, and ſtamp 
their unjuſt actions with the impreſſion of it, it is ſuch a crying 
ſin againſt God, that I dare not promiſe them any remiſſion. 1 
—— of ſome whom I knew, and therefore will not me, 
vx ine bite ru, who after they were induced by perſu aſions, 
or feares, or other worldly conſiderations to take this Covenant, 
their conſcience was ſo thunder. ſtruck with the horror of their 
ſin, that their own bloud ſpilt by their own hands was not ſuffici- 
ent to waſh away their guilt x, and I-canpot tell whether they 
found any place for repentance though they ſought it with more 
then teares. If their caſe be ſo deſperate who are enforced to take 
it, what ſhalt wee think of thoſe that enforce it? Let them ſe- 
queſter our Eſtates, we care not; God will either provide us 
more, or give us grace to be content with leſſe; it they cake 
away our meat, be will take away our hunger. Let them impriſon 
aur perſons, we thanke hem, ſo they leave our conſcience free. 
But O, let them not b — derth te ihe body, if we re- 
fuſe the r Covenant, deſtroy our ſouls by taking of it. Let them 


remember and abhorre the example of that wicked miſcreant, 
who having bis Enemy proſtrate at his feet, promiſed him life if 
he would deny his Saviour, and when he had don ſo, immediately 
. New him, making his proud blaſphemous boaſt that he bad mur- 


God 


thered both body and ſouleat one _ 


TT 
God in mercy open their eyes, that they may ſee the errour of 


their wayes; then they will confeffe, what is certainly true, tha 


this cheir new Coveoant being taken without Authority, and 
' contrary to their former lawful Oathes of Su cy and Alle- 
geance, was void from the beginning, and does not bind them 
to any thing but what 1 — y with chey may ſinde in the end, 


Repentance. „ 
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